




 
State of Washington 

Department of Fish and Wildlife 
 

Mailing Address:  Ellensburg District Office, 1130 W University Way, Ellensburg WA 
Main Office Location: Natural Resources Building, 1111 Washington Street SE, Olympia WA 

 
 
February 19, 2021 
 
Landon Shaffer, Stewardship Coordinator  
Mid-Columbia Fisheries Enhancement Group  
413 N. Main Street, Suite K 
Ellensburg, WA 98926 
 
 
Dear Mr. Shaffer, 
 
 
The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) is supportive of Mid-Columbia 
Fisheries Enhancement Group’s “Mercer Creek Floodplain Restoration Project” proposal for the 
2021 Coastal Water Protection Program. We understand that the project goal is to support 
ongoing efforts to improve water quality through restoration of the riparian buffer and 
floodplain on a 1200-foot reach of Mercer Creek and provide valuable support to local 
community outreach programs in Ellensburg, Washington. 
 
Mercer Creek is a distributary stream on the alluvial fan of the Wilson-Naneum Watershed. It 
currently supports spawning and rearing steelhead and Coho salmon, juvenile Chinook salmon, 
resident trout, and many other native fishes despite its urbanized and degraded condition. 
MCFEG’s proposal to increase riparian buffers, restore native riparian species, and improve 
floodplain and in-channel habitat across multiple properties is an outstanding example of 
community-based salmon and steelhead recovery that will provide meaningful biological benefits to 
fish, wildlife, and water quality within the city limits of Ellensburg. The project will have the 
additional benefit of reducing and mitigating flood risks on surrounding properties and 
infrastructure. 
 
WDFW is in support of your proposal to create a more functional stream channel, floodplain, 
and riparian buffer on Mercer Creek and for continued environmental outreach in our region. 
Additionally, we hope that this project will serve as a potential pilot project to encourage more 
people to implement restoration projects in urban riparian environments. We look forward to 
our continued partnership and the further development and implementation of this project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Elizabeth Torrey 
Assistant Regional Habitat Program Manager 
Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife  
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