February 17, 2021

RE: SPPRCPF-2021-WASDFW-00006
Dear Grant Review Panel Members:

The Puyallup Tribal Fisheries Department wishes to express its wholehearted support for the
WDFW’s Spills Coastal Protection Fund grant proposal to restore segments of shoreline habitat
on McNeil Island.

Although much of McNeil Island has been altered by human actions, it still represents one of
the greatest restoration opportunities remaining in Puget Sound, primarily due to the limited
human presence and restricted footprint of legacy development and significant length of
natural shoreline remaining.

The Puyallup Tribe works tirelessly on salmon restoration and recovery projects so the
proposed reconnection work of estuarine habitat blends perfectly with our goal of maximizing
productivity of critical habitat and rearing capacity. Estuary habitats are vital to numerous fish,
shellfish, and wildlife species so work of this nature can provide for an exponential lift felt far
beyond the work site itself. Additionally, salmonids originating from rivers throughout Puget
Sound have been shown to exploit this area so this restoration work is of regional value.
Estuaries are also important features for water quality improvement and carbon sequestration.

We believe this Spills Coastal Protection Fund grant would be a tremendous opportunity with
wide ranging benefits and hope you share this sentiment.
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Russ Ladley, Diréetor)
Puyallup Tribal FW%S

3009 E. Portland Ave. . Tacoma, Washington 98404 . 253/573-7800



