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Key news and information you need to stay current on Stormwater Action Monitoring (SAM, the regional stormwater monitoring program), and the strategic approach to monitoring and assessment to reduce stormwater impacts in western Washington.
New to SWG? Watch the ten minute introductory video
A brief history and explanation of the Stormwater Work Group and SAM is now posted on Ecology’s YouTube page.
More information: SWG support pages
Read the SAM Newsletter for September 2022
Updates on recently completed SAM projects and new SAM studies underway. More information: SAM webpage
New round of SAM study topics developed
SWG subgroups have been discussing topics for the fourth round of SAM Effectiveness Studies and Source Identification Studies for 2024 and beyond. The SWG will be voting on Round 4 study topic list at the November meeting. RFP will be released in January 2023 by the SAM Coordinator with input from the SAM Study Selection Subgroup. More information: SAM effectiveness study pages
Read the report evaluating existing BMPs for 6PPD/6PPD-quinone reduction
Ecology commissioned Osborn Consulting and Evergreen StormH2O for a report on current understanding of 6PPD and 6PPD-quinone properties and existing source control and treatment best management practices (BMPs) to reduce concentrations of these chemicals in roadway runoff. The SWG 6PPD Subgroup is continuing to meet to share ongoing research, identify research gaps, and look for collaborative opportunities among state agencies and other stakeholders.
More information: SWG 6PPD Subgroup page
Public Comment Period for Permit Reissuance: October 17-December 2, 2022
Ecology is accepting informal comments on preliminary draft permit sections for the Phase I, Western and Eastern Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permits, as well as preliminary draft sections of the Stormwater Management Manual for Western and Eastern WA. 
How to submit comments and more information: Ecology Permit Reissuance page

Workshops on Preliminary Drafts Released for Municipal Stormwater Permits and Manual 
Ecology released Preliminary Drafts for some sections of Phase I, Eastern and Western Phase II permits and the Stormwater Management Manual (Eastern and Western WA) on October 17. There will be two workshops on November 7 to share preliminary draft information:
9-11 a.m. Eastern WA Permit focus
1-3 p.m. Western WA Permit focus
Both workshops will include information on SWMM updates as well.
More information: Register here.

Retrofit policy discussions underway
Since May, Ecology has been meeting with a Structural Stormwater Control Policy Advisory Committee to gather recommendations for future Phase I and II Western Washington municipal stormwater permit sections related to encouraging stormwater retrofits. This group will meet until December 2022. Contact Abbey Stockwell for information about the policy discussions.
More information: MS4 Reissuance webpage
You’re invited to participate in the Stormwater Work Group: join our caucuses!
While our topical subgroups are open to all interested parties and our meetings are open to the public, each person “at the table” in SWG meetings is a formal member or alternate designated to speak for a stormwater management and monitoring interest group. To be added to an interest group list contact: Todd Hunsdorfer for local governments; Abby Barnes for state agencies; Bob Black for federal agencies; Mindy Roberts for environmental groups; Alison Halpern for agriculture; Jane Dewell for public ports; or the SWG Coordinator if you are interested in representing or discussing SWG issues with tribes or business groups, or want to join any of our subgroups.
More information: Amy Waterman, SWG Coordinator
About the Stormwater Work Group: The Stormwater Work Group (SWG) is a coalition of representatives of local, state, and federal governments, environmental and business organizations, public ports, tribes, and agriculture. SWG formed in 2008 to develop a strategic, coordinated, and integrated approach to understanding and addressing the stormwater problem in Puget Sound. Our work supports Strategic Action Monitoring (SAM) implementation and other stormwater-related monitoring, studies, and adaptive management. We participate as a topical work group in the Puget Sound Ecosystem Monitoring Program (PSEMP) .
More information: SWG support pages
Stay in touch! Join the listservs: You can join any or all of our new email lists on your Subscriber Preferences Page. Enter your email address, click to add subscriptions, and navigate to the Water Quality Program list to find: STORMWATER-ACTION-MONITORING: up to three newsletters per year to hear about SAM study findings and upcoming workshops; SWG-REPORTER: four issues per year to hear about study findings and the process for prioritizing and selecting studies (read the latest issue); STORMWATER-WORK-GROUP meeting agendas, materials, and summaries of our meetings, and additional announcements related to our work; and SWG-6PPD-SUBGROUP for meeting agendas and notes of those discussions.
