
Sponsor Project Additional Information Request 
 

1. Cosmopolis Mill Creek Multi 
Objective 
Implementation 
Plan: Channel 
and Culvert 
Improvements 
for Flood 
Reduction and 
Fish 
Passage/Habitat 
Restoration 
 

a. Please describe and provide map showing how the City of 
Aberdeen’s proposed Farragut Street Pump Station Rebuild 
project benefits Cosmopolis and Mill Creek. 
A downstream analysis will be required for the new 
Farragut Street Pump Station to ensure that discharge 
from the new station does not create a new downstream 
hydraulic problem or add to any existing downstream 
hydraulic problems in the lower Mill Creek basin. The 
downstream analysis will be completed during the design 
phase and will be closely coordinated with the City of 
Cosmopolis’ Mill Creek Multi Objective Implementation 
Plan for the Mill Creek system. Through the downstream 
analysis and coordination with Cosmopolis, there is the 
potential to optimize pump station discharge relative to 
existing conditions and improve downstream hydraulic 
conditions for the lower Mill Creek basin. 
 

b. Please describe how barriers identified here 
(https://geodataservices.wdfw.wa.gov/hp/chehalisprioritization/in
dex.html) will factor into the City’s planning and prioritization 
process. See attached reports from the WDFW Fish Passage 
& Diversion Screening Inventory Database. There are 
however updates that need to be made to Site ID 125 
1709W23A Mill Creek Dam. 
1.    Mill Creek Dam has been replaced with thru Dam fish 
passage as well as a new fish ladder for both high and low 
flow conditions.  
2.    For PI Species, Chum Salmon needs to be added to the 
report as we have an annual return of Chum in Mill Creek. 

 
c. Please discuss plans and budget for ensuring meaningful 

archaeological and cultural resource survey and documentation. 
The City and HDR will sub consult to a firm to perform 
cultural resource assessment at the site during the design 
phase of the project.  This includes background research of 
the WISAARD database, field investigation and shovel test 
probes at the site, and preparation of the reports required 
by the Department of Archaeology and Historic Prevention 
(DAHP). 

 
d. Can you provide more details (quantification) about the current 

nature of the road flooding severity?  Can you provide more 
details about the damage to dwellings?   
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We have not had any severe storms since the completion of 
the Mill Creek Dam construction. Prior to the new Dam and 
Fish Passage Facility being constructed, we would see 
water over the roadway at C, E, F, G, H, and I Streets. We 
have had times where roads were not passable due to 
water depth over the roads, cutting off access for 
emergency services. 
We have had as many as 10-12 homes per event that had 
water in their garages, basements, and inside the homes 
during the floods of 1990, and 2007, 2008. 

 
e. How much have past flooding issues already been reduced by the 

changes at the Mill Creek dam? 
At this time this is hard to quantify as we have not had any 
real severe storms since the completion of Mill Creek Dam 
in 2019. No flooding has occurred since the project has 
been completed, however as mentioned earlier, no real 
storms have occurred.  

 
f. Please provide more details for question 18.  What fish species 

currently use Mill Creek?  What is the passability (using WDFW 
rating) of the current culverts?  Provide information on current 
and potential rearing and spawning habitat availability.  Please 
provide these data by using the WDFW new fish passage 
prioritization tool: 
https://geodataservices.wdfw.wa.gov/hp/chehalisprioritization/in
dex.html. 
See attached reports from the WDFW Fish Passage &         
Diversion Screening Inventory Database. There are 
however updates that need to be made to Site ID 125 
1709W23A Mill Creek Dam. 
1.    Mill Creek Dam has been replaced with thru Dam fish 
passage as well as a new fish ladder for both high and low flow 
conditions, removing all barriers. 
2.    For PI Species, Chum Salmon needs to be added to the report 
as we have an annual return of Chum in Mill Creek. 

 
g. Is the Mill Creek outfall/tide gate going to be considered in the 

scope of the evaluation?  
Yes, the Mill Creek outfall/tide gates will be evaluated 
within the scope of this project. The outfall and tide gates 
were constructed by USACE for the benefit of the cities of 
Cosmopolis and Aberdeen. We will be evaluating: 
1.    Do we need to install pumps that could benefit the 
storage capacity behind the levy for the benefit of Mill 

https://geodataservices.wdfw.wa.gov/hp/chehalisprioritization/index.html
https://geodataservices.wdfw.wa.gov/hp/chehalisprioritization/index.html
https://geodataservices.wdfw.wa.gov/hp/chehalisprioritization/index.html


Creek and the pump station at Farragut Street in South 
Aberdeen?  
2.    If pumps are determined to be a benefit, perform a 
hydraulic analysis to size pumps to meet needs of flow and 
storage. 
3.    Perform as cost/benefit analysis to determine whether 
or not it makes sense to seek funding for this project. 
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