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July 21, 2011

The Honorable Dan Pike, Mayor
City of Bellingham

City Hall

210 Lottie Street

Bellingham, WA 98225

Re:  Gateway Pacific Terminal Project
Dear Mayor Pike:

Thank you for your letters of June 14 and June 16, 2011, to Governor Gregoire regarding the
proposed Gateway Pacific Terminal at Cherry Point. The Governor has asked me to respond to ‘your
letter.

In your letter, you requested that a state agency assert lead agency status for the State Environmental
Policy Act (SEPA) review. However, there is no ability for a state agency to unilaterally assert lead
agency status because SEPA rules designate Whatcom County (County) as the lead agency (WAC
197-11-932). A lead agency can, however, enter into an agreement with another agency to serve as
co-lead (WAC 197-11-944). Here, the County has asked the Washington State Department of
Ecology (Ecology) to serve as a co-lead agency, and Ecology has agreed to do so. The United States
Army Corps (Corps) is also a co-lead agency. The Corps will lead for the National Environmental

- Policy Act (NEPA) and Whatcom County and Ecology will share SEPA responsibilities.

Ecology agrees that there are statewide and regional issues that should be addressed during the
scoping and development of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) so that agencies and public
officials have thorough and accurate information on which to base decisions. We will work with
other agencies to ensure that local and statewide impacts are disclosed, analyzed and addressed. In
addition, in our capacity as co-lead, we will enlist the technical support of other state agencies that
have expertise in the types of environmental impacts that need to be considered.

There will be opportunities for comment and input from affected jurisdictions, citizens, tribes and
other agencies during the SEPA/NEPA review, first during scoping and then on the draft EIS. We
recommend that you take full advantage of these opportunities to provide input and information to
the lead agencies. The agencies’ shared goal is to have a thorough review that fully assesses the

. environmental impacts of the proposal. Input from interested parties is critical to meeting our goal.

The Office of Regulatory Assistance (ORA) is responding in a separate letter to your request to be a
- member of the multi-agency permitting team.
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If you need further assistance, please contact Jeannie Summerhays, Regional Director at the
Northwest Regional Office, at jeannie. summerhays@ecv wa.gov / (425) 649-7010.

Sincerely,

0
Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc: Peter Goldmark, Washington State Lands Commissioner
Pete Kremen, Whatcom County Executive
Faith Lumsden, ORA
Randel Perry, Army Corps of Engineers
Tyler Schroeder, Whatcom County
Jeannie Summerhays, ECY
Michelle Walker, Army Corps of Englneers
Bob Watters, SSA
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bee:  Alice Kelly, NWRO
Keith Phillips, Governor’s Policy Office
Karen Terwilleger
Laura Watson, AGO



