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Flood Insurance Assistance
Pilot Project

Helping Property Owners with 
Flood Insurance and Flood Protection
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Flooding in the Chehalis Basin
Chehalis River Basin Flood Authority

 Full range of options:
• Flood control
• Problem prevention
• Warning and response
• Aquatic species habitat
• Property protection
• Flood insurance

 Flood insurance is a government program

 Community role is central: mapping, regulations, insurance
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Flood Insurance Premiums
 Premium rates vary with the flood risk
◦ In the mapped floodplain: A and V Zones
◦ Outside mapped floodplain: B, C, X Zones
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Flood Insurance Premiums
 In the mapped floodplain: 
◦ Rates based on elevation of lowest floor
◦ Above or below the base flood elevation (BFE)

 Older (“pre-FIRM”)                                           
buildings are grand-
fathered in with                             
“subsidized rates”

 Not as low as elevation                               
rated premiums



Flood Insurance Assistance Pilot 

May 17, 2018

Flood Insurance Premium Example
Single family house, slab on grade, $100,000 coverage

Zone Elevation Premium
AE Pre-FIRM $1,253 
AE 3 feet > BFE $338
AE 2 feet > BFE  $446
AE 1 foot > BFE $741
AE At BFE $1,567
AE 1 foot < BFE $3,825
AE 2 feet < BFE $5,535
AE 3 feet < BFE $6,915
X N/A $902

CRS Class 6
$1,017

$286
$372
$608

$1,268
$3,075
$4,443
$5,547

$858

Type
Subsidized

Elevation
Rated

Out of FP
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Flood Insurance Premiums
 2012 NFIP act: phase out the subsidy

 2014 NFIP act: phase out the subsidy more slowly
o Primary residences: max increase of 18%
o All others: max increase of 25%
o Additional charges to build up a reserve

 Premiums 

 NFIP policies 
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Flood Insurance Premiums
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Private Flood Insurance
 Don’t have the same fees to cover the cost of 

mapping, administration, etc.

 May not insure high risk properties

 Recommend that people ask:
o Do they use the same rating tables?
o Do they include Increased Cost of Compliance coverage?
o Do they meet the lender’s requirements?
o What happens after a claim is paid?
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Flood Insurance Premiums
A Zone, Pre-FIRM, primary residence

April 1: 5% increase
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18%
$1,253
$1,479
$1,745
$2,059
$2,429
$2,867
$3,383
$3,991
$4,710

Zone Elevation Premium
AE Pre-FIRM $1,253 
AE 3 feet > BFE $338
AE 2 feet > BFE  $446
AE 1 foot > BFE $741
AE At BFE $1,567
AE 1 foot < BFE $3,825
AE 2 feet < BFE $5,535
AE 3 feet < BFE $6,915
X N/A $902

Type
Subsidized

Elevation
Rated

Out of FP

Flood Insurance Premium Example
Single family house, slab on grade, $100,000 coverage

Year
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023
2024
2025
2026
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Building Elevation Data
 New Elevation Certificate 

 $1,000 +
 Lower cost if more done                                                             

in the same area
→ Neighborhood action

 Old Elevation Certificate

 Approximate elevation data

 Can get EC now and

 Apply it when it makes sense
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Rating Crawlspaces

Lowest floor
2 feet > BFE

Base flood elevation 

Proper vents and 
crawlspace floor level
Lowest floor

2 feet < BFE
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Property Protection Opportunities
 Acquisition
 Building elevation
 Barriers
 Dry floodproofing
 Foundation changes
 Wet floodproofing
 Utility protection
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Insurance Recognition?
 Acquisition
 Building elevation
 Barriers
 Dry floodproofing
 Foundation changes
 Wet floodproofing
 Utility protection

Yes Yes

Yes

Yes (non-res.)

Yes

Yes (garage)

No, but

No, but
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Flood Risk Evaluator Reports
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Centralia Pilot Open House
 Thursday, April 26, 5:00, local school
 20+ participants, City and County staff, 
 Local insurance agent, Flood Risk Evaluator
 Reviewed

o How premiums are set and why they are increasing
o Elevation rating and getting elevation data
o Property protection and flood insurance rating

 Offered rating and property protection assistance
 3 requests for Flood Risk Evaluator reports
 No takers for site visits
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Recommendations
1. May ‒ October: Respond to requests for help
2. June: Review Flood Risk Evaluator reports 
3. June ‒ October: Explore a pilot in Aberdeen/Hoquiam 
4. June: Coordinate with FEMA’s Regional flood insurance staff
5. November 15: Status report to the Flood Authority  
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