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Guiding New Development
Basin communities have:
 Significant amounts of vacant floodplain land
 Comprehensive plans that do not address floodplain development
 Zoning ordinances that do not have floodplain or low density uses
 Expected increases                                                                                  

in population
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Regulating New Construction
 Communities’ floodplain construction regulations can be found in
 Flood hazard area ordinance
 Building code
 Critical areas ordinance
 Shoreline management regulations

 Standards differ in the different ordinances
 Some do not meet all current NFIP requirements
 Minimum national NFIP standards are minimums
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Mitigating Existing Problems

Mitigation tools
1. Regulations
2. Flood control
3. Retrofitting
4. Public information
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 Voluntary program to reduce flood insurance 
premiums in a community 

 Recognizes activities that exceed minimum 
NFIP criteria

 Floodplain policy holders save $50 - $90 per 
class per year on premiums

 Centralia, Chehalis, Lewis and Thurston 
Counties are saving a total of $450,000/year

 Better and better organized programs
 Public information builds constituency
 Incentive to keep implementing
 Community pride

$100
Taxes

$150
CRS

Community Rating System 
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 Better align local programs to the 
flood hazard

 Improve management of new 
development

 Improve mitigation tools for 
existing problems

 Receive CRS credit

Proposed Improvements
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73.20 ft Base flood elevation
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BFE = Base flood elevation
= 100-year flood elevation

Floodway
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“…communities with designated floodways 
shall restrict land uses within such areas to 
include the prohibition of construction or 
reconstruction of residential structures except 
for: (a) Repairs, reconstruction…”
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Fill
+ Cheap way to elevate
+ Keeps water away from the building
+ Can get a LOMR-F
+ Easier for landscaping

− Reduces storage capacity (riverine floodplains)
− Kill native vegetation
− Redirects drainage onto others
− Adversely affects water quality
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