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Be Aware, Be Prepared: 

Chehalis River Basin Flood Warning System

November 3, 2022 Scott Boettcher, Staff,
Chehalis River Basin Flood Authority
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1. What is the Chehalis River Basin Flood Warning System?
2. What do users say?
3. How can you help?
4. Any questions?

TODAY



3

1.  WHAT IS THE CHEHALIS RIVER BASIN FLOOD WARNING SYSTEM?
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WWW.CHEHALISRIVERFLOOD.COM
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2007

2009

2022

CATASTROPHIC AND 
MAJOR FLOODING
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• 2010
– 10 new Flood Authority sites

• 8 rain & temperature

• 2 rain, temperature, & 
streams

• Today
– 300 sensors
– 100 sites overall

COLLECT DATA (HYDROMETEOROLOGIC)
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• Optional color-coded strip at the top if desired

• Color can be changed in the master slide or by drawing a rectangle 
over it

LAYOUT WITH COLOR CODING

Installing a river gage at the West Fork Satsop River

COLLECT DATA (HYDROMETEOROLOGIC)



8

• Optional color-coded strip at the top if desired

• Color can be changed in the master slide or by drawing a rectangle 
over it

LAYOUT WITH COLOR CODING
Rain and temperature gage at Haywire

COLLECT DATA (HYDROMETEOROLOGIC)
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COLLECT DATA (HYDROMETEOROLOGIC)
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EXAMPLE: NWS FORECASTS
Chehalis at Doty Newaukum near Chehalis Skookumchuck near Bucoda

PROVIDE DATA, VISUALIZATIONS
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EXAMPLE: RAINFALL IN BEEVILLE (89.98 INCHES)
PROVIDE DATA, VISUALIZATIONS
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EXAMPLE: NEWAUKUM RIVER LEVEL NEAR CHEHALIS

New record

PROVIDE DATA, VISUALIZATIONS
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EXAMPLE: RIVER CROSS SECTION CHARTS
PROVIDE DATA, VISUALIZATIONS
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EXAMPLE: LIVE WEB CAMS

Chapman Farms

PROVIDE DATA, VISUALIZATIONS
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EXAMPLE: LIVE WEB CAMS

Chapman Farms

PROVIDE DATA, VISUALIZATIONS
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EMAIL HIGH WATER ALERTS
• 13 high water alert gages, each 

with a unique link

• Sign up for email alerts for 
specific river level gages

• Email Scott Boettcher at 
scottb@sbgh-partners.com

SUPPORT INDIVIDUAL DECISION-MAKING
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INUNDATION MAPS
SUPPORT INDIVIDUAL DECISION-MAKING
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WHAT’S NEW China Creek
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WHAT’S NEW

Aberdeen Webcam
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2.  WHAT DO USERS SAY?
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USAGE: JANUARY 2022 FLOODS
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FEBRUARY 2022 USER SURVEY
Why sign-up for email high-water alerts?

• “In 2007 I was caught unaware in the flood!”

• “Our house flooded in '96 and ‘07—we like to be prepared.  The gauges and alerts give us 
more peace of mind.  Info=peace of mind.”

• “I’m a school superintendent.  We have to decide on the safe passage of students.”

• “To be informed and to ensure that tenants are aware of issues.”

What are benefits of inundation maps?
• “They provide a visual representation of where problems are and are anticipated.”
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3.  HOW CAN YOU HELP?



25

#1 SIGN-UP FOR EMAIL HIGH-WATER ALERTS
www.chehalisriverflood.com

scottb@sbgh-partners.com

http://www.chehalisriverflood.com/
mailto:scottb@sbgh-partners.com
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#2 PUT LINKS ON YOUR WEBSITES
www.chehalisriverflood.com

scottb@sbgh-partners.com

http://www.chehalisriverflood.com/
mailto:scottb@sbgh-partners.com
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www.chehalisriverflood.com

scottb@sbgh-partners.com#3 COMMENT ON 2023 GAGE PLAN UPDATE

http://www.chehalisriverflood.com/
mailto:scottb@sbgh-partners.com
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4.  ANY QUESTIONS
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QUESTIONS

Take-Aways:
 This is your system.
 Feedback is essential.
 Information = 1st line of defense.

Scott Boettcher, Staff
Chehalis River Basin Flood Authority

scottb@sbgh-partners.com
360/480-6600

www.chehalisriverflood.com

Chehalis Basin Strategy:
www.chehalisbasinstrategy.com

mailto:scottb@sbgh-partners.com
http://www.chehalisriverflood.com/
http://www.chehalisbasinstrategy.com/
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