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What's Available?

®* Small Business Tax Center

® Online Small Business Virtual
Workshop

® Online Small Business Tax Calendar
®* |RS Video Portal: Videos & Webinars
®* e-News for Small Businesses

® Soclal Media

®* |IRS Publications
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We have educational material for the small business owner. The material covers general ownership and operations of a business, and there’s also material that’s specific to recordkeeping and gross receipts. 

We are the IRS, though, so I’ve got to admit that the material, in general, on our website is often tax-focused. However, we have plenty of quality material to help educate small businesses both in understanding their tax obligations and in general business operations. And remember…IT’S ALL FREE! 

There are over 50 million small businesses nationwide, and there are a little over 100 of us Stakeholder Liaisons in total. There is just no way that we could reach so many businesses on our own. 

So what material do we have? 
We’ve got links…links to loads of stuff on our website!!! Such as links to our Small Business Tax Center and Online Tax Calendar, which can be posted on your website; you can have your members and clients subscribe to IRS e-News for Small Business; there’s videos and webinars; an online Small Business Tax Workshop; drop-in articles for your electronic newsletters; subscribing to IRS social media (Facebook, Twitter, etc.), and of course a wealth of free downloadable forms, instructions, and publications.




Leveraged Small Business

Workshops

* |IRS employees do not teach the workshops

* We will work with partners to provide
materials — PPTs, IRS forms & publications

®* \WWe can market workshops on IRS.gov

® Partners must find and schedule the
Instructors (we can help connect them to tax
professional organizations)

®* PPTs available in English, Spanish and
Chinese
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Sample slide: Business Structures

e Sole proprietor
e Partnership

e Limited liability company or partnership
e S corporation and corporation
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Now, let's turn our attention to business structures. Early in the life of your small business, you'll need to decide on the structure of ownership. There are five common types of business organizations: 
sole proprietorship, 
partnership, 
Limited Liability Company or limited liability partnership, 
S-corporation, and corporation. 
Let's look at the advantages and disadvantages of each. 
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Now, let's turn our attention to business structures. Early in the life of your small business, you'll need to decide on the structure of ownership. There are five common types of business organizations: 
sole proprietorship, 
partnership, 
Limited Liability Company or limited liability partnership, 
S-corporation, and corporation. 
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Sample slide — Spanish -

Estructuras de Negocios

« Empresario por cuenta propia
e Sociedad colectiva

 Compania con responsabilidad limitada o
Sociedad colectiva con responsabilidad
limitada

e Sociedad anonima tipo S
e Corporacion
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Ahora, vamos a dirigir nuestra atención a las estructuras de negocios. En los comienzos de su pequeño negocio, tiene usted que decidir por la estructura de dueño. Hay cinco tipos de comunes de organizaciones de negocios:
Empresario por cuenta propia,
Sociedad Colectiva,
Compañía con responsabilidad limitada o Sociedad Colectiva con responsabilidad limitada
Sociedad anónima  tipo S y Corporación
Vamos a ver las ventajas y desventajas de cada una de ellas.


Finding IRS Information

®* Encourage clients, members to use IRS
online services & to file electronically

® |IRS budget reductions mean long walit times
on the phone

® See Pub 5136, IRS Services Guide -
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p5136.pdf
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From IR-2015-03, Jan. 15, 2015 - http://www.irs.gov/uac/Newsroom/IRS-Starts-2015-Tax-Season;-Free-File-Opens-Tomorrow,-EFile-Tuesday

IRS Commissioner John Koskinen strongly encourages taxpayers to visit IRS.gov as a first stop for information ranging from the status of their refunds to basic tax information. He has cautioned taxpayers that recent budget reductions will mean long wait times on the phone, routinely topping 30 minutes.

“Our employees will be working hard again this season to help the nation’s taxpayers,” IRS Commissioner John Koskinen said. “We encourage people to use the tools and information available on IRS.gov, particularly given the long wait times we anticipate on our phone lines. As always, taxpayers can benefit by filing electronically.”

Fewer returns are being prepared at IRS walk-in offices, and starting last year we made some changes to the types of Tax Law Questions we answer – we generally still answer the more basic types of questions but began referring more complex tax law questions to other resources such as IRS.gov, forms, instructions, publications, tax professionals, etc.  



Online Tools and Resources

* Apply for an EIN online

® Get an individual tax record transcript
* EFTPS

® Request an e-file PIN

®* Where’s my refund?

®* |IRS Direct Pay

®* Answers to tax questions
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These online tools include:

Transcripts of tax returns for individual income tax payers 
Request an Electronic Filing PIN 
Find Answers to Your Tax Questions 
The Where’s My Refund application
Online Employer Identification Number application
The Where’s My Amended Return application
Direct Pay
The Online Payment Agreement tool
EFTPS – the Electronic Federal Tax Payment System


The Online Employer Identification Number (EIN)— Employers can get their EIN within minutes without picking up the phone or mailing/faxing a paper Form SS-4.  We ask you the questions and you give us the answers.  The application will validate your entries and you will get your EIN immediately upon completion. In fact, you can then download, save, and print your EIN confirmation notice.

ALL Refund Inquiries received during the first 21 days after a taxpayer files electronically to the “Where’s My Refund?” application on IRS.gov. 

The “Get Transcript” Service that allows individual taxpayers to instantly view and print a copy of their tax transcripts all in one online session. 
 
In 2014 IRS launched IRS Direct Pay.  This online tool allows taxpayers to pay their tax bills or make estimated tax payments online – directly from their checking or savings accounts – without any fees or registration requirements.  

At the bottom – Electronic Subscription Services
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Choosing a Tax Professional

® Tax preparers have access to the most
Intimate details of your life — financial
Information, SSNs, etc

®* Preparers have differing levels of skill &
education

®* New for 2015: online, public, searchable
directory of preparers

® Link to the directory:
http://irs.treasury.qov/rpo/rpo.|sf
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Anyone can be a paid tax return preparer as long as they have an IRS Preparer Tax Identification Number (PTIN) and they sign and enter it on all returns they prepare.  However, tax return preparers have differing levels of skills, education and expertise.

http://www.irs.gov/uac/Newsroom/IRS-Launches-Directory-of-Federal-Tax-Return-Preparers
The Internal Revenue Service today announced the launch of a new, online public directory of tax return preparers. This searchable directory on IRS.gov will help taxpayers find a tax professional with credentials and select qualifications to help them prepare their tax returns.

The directory is a searchable, sortable listing featuring:  the name, city, state and zip code of attorneys, CPAs, enrolled agents and those who have completed the requirements for the voluntary IRS Annual Filing Season Program. All preparers listed also have valid 2015 Preparer Tax Identification Numbers (PTIN).
Taxpayers may search the directory using the preferred credentials or qualifications they seek in a preparer, or by a preparer’s location, including professionals who practice abroad. Tax return preparers with PTINs who are not attorneys, CPAs, enrolled agents or Annual Filing Season Program participants are not included in the directory, nor are volunteer tax return preparers who offer free services.

To help taxpayers navigate the different types of professional tax help available, last December, the IRS unveiled IRS.gov/chooseataxpro, a page that explains the different categories of professionals. Taxpayers can also use a new partner page available on IRS.gov that provides links to the web sites of national non-profit tax professional groups, which can help provide additional information for taxpayers seeking the right type of qualified help.
The IRS also offers free tax return preparation for eligible taxpayers.


http://irs.treasury.gov/rpo/rpo.jsf
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