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ERO Fall Season Burn Days
Since July 1st 2022 we have had… 

43 No Burn Days 
◦ Reasons included poor smoke ventilation, elevated AQ monitors and excessive heat.

◦ 7/28-8/4 No Burn due to excessive heat.
◦ 9/6-9/16 No Burn due to ventilation, AQ monitors and heat.  

63 Limited Burn Days
◦ 14 Metering days for various counties to prevent too much burning in one day
◦ Limitations due to county burn bans, poor ventilation, high winds, and elevated air monitor 

readings
◦ Isolated precipitation events

6 Open Burn Days



Satellite Imagery of No Burning Days 9/10-9/15
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Metered Burning

• Fall high-pressure system made for 
an extended period of poor smoke 
ventilation 

• Due to poor smoke ventilation and 
high amounts of permitted acres 
Metered burn days were 
warranted. 

• Two Types of Metered Burn Days
• Call in: Permit holders call the 

appropriate permitting authority 
for permission to burn

• We call you:  By strategic 
selection, Ecology will contact 
permit holders to provide 
permission to burn burning within 
a given county that day

• Val Turner with Columbia CD 

• Builds rapport with Ag producers
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Metered Burning

County Metered Days Total Permits Total Acres

Columbia 11 49 9564.0

Walla Walla 8 36 7375.0

Whitman 3 28 4276.0
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Post Burn Reporting 
WAC 173-430-070(j): 
Submit a postburn 
report to the permitting 
authority

• Inaccurate amount of Post Burn Reports 
received

• Post Burn Reports help us make better 
informed burn decisions

• AgBurn map is updated to reflect burned 
acres

• This aids in knowing the dispersion of acres 
ready to be burned.

• 2 ways to submit reports
• Online Agricultural post-burn report blue card 

- Washington State Department of Ecology

• Mail in Blue Card

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/Permits-certifications/Air-Quality-permits/Burn-permits/Agricultural-post-burn-report-blue-card


Smoke Complaints since July 1st 2022

Total smoke complaints: 19

◦ Agriculture – 5
◦ 2 complaints were due to visual smoke concerns.  Smoke having negative impacts on aesthetics.  

◦ 1 complaint was due to poor smoke ventilation and an accidental fire that started due to a 
downed power line near Waitsburg.

◦ 2 complaints, on different days, described poor air quality conditions over short durations.  
Unpredicted surface wind directions during field burning and existing wildfire smoke were leading 
factors on these days.   

◦ Woodstove - 0

◦ Other – 14
◦ Outdoor burning complaints



Recent Events – Burn Permit Application 
(BPA) 
❖New online process for obtaining burn 
permits 

❖BPA has been tested and is ready for 
production
❖Pile Permit applications needs more 

development

❖Applicants will be able to apply and pay for 
burn permits online

❖Simplify application process



Recent Events - 2022 Woodstove Recycling Event April 24, 
2022 (near Kettle Falls)

• Advertised 3 weeks in advance 
via Newspaper, Radio and 
Social Media

• $300 per stove, 2 per 
household

• 141 Wood Stoves 
Decommissioned

12



Questions?


