Agricultural Burning Practices and
Research Task Force No. 118

Meeting Summary

Date: June 4, 2025
Location:  Spokane, WA, available virtually on Teams
Members Present, Affiliation, Representing

Karin Baldwin (Chair), Air Quality Program, Department of Ecology

Larry Cochran, Washington Assoc. of Conservation Districts, Conservation Districts
Jay Penner, Washington Association of Wheat Growers, Agricultural Community
Scott Steinbacher, WA Dept of Agriculture, WA Dept of Agriculture

Mike Buckley, Alfalfa Seed Industry, Agricultural Community

Derek Aubrey, Spokane Regional Clean Air Agency, E. Wash. Local Air Authorities

Members Absent, Affiliation, Representing

Aaron Esser, WSU Extension, Academia (Cereal Grains)
Dan McCarthy, Okanogan Horticultural Association, Agricultural Community
Chris Skidmore, Whitman County Public Health Dept, Public Health

Bernadita Sallato, WSU Extension, Academia (Tree Fruit)
Introductions, Announcements

The 118th Agricultural Burning Practices and Research Task Force (Task Force) meeting was
held on June 4th, 2025 in Spokane, with it also being available via Teams online. The Task Force
meeting began with the introduction of Task Force members and guests.

The June meeting of the Task Force is normally reserved for receiving an update on funded
research, hearing the spring burning summary, and finalizing potential changes to the Best
Management Practices (BMPs).

Research Presentations

The Task Force heard a presentation from researchers with a final report on research
conducted using funds awarded by Ecology to conduct research responding to Ecology’s
Request for Research Proposals of up to $100,000 in research proposals.
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The project final report and final presentation:

Vermi-Treatment Solutions: Enhancing Air Quality and Toxic Chemical Removal Through
Sustainable Orchard Wood Utilization and Vermi-Treatment Filtration Systems.

It is available at Department of Ecology - Committees, Boards, and Workgroups (wa.gov)

Next Round of Research Proposals

Karin Baldwin informed the Task Force that the contracting process for new research has been
delayed, but will be going out as soon as possible, with a $100,000 request for proposals
potentially going out July first. This might necessitate an extra meeting of the task force in
August. Ecology will inform the Task Force members as the process develops.

Washington Agricultural Burning Program News and Updates including Flame-Cap Kilns

Daniel Matsche from the Department of Ecology Air Quality Program gave an overview of the
agricultural burning which took place in Spring 2025. He explained that acres burned were up
significantly last year compared to previous years, particularly for pile burning, primarily made
up of apple orchard tear-out. Ecology is developing rule language to allow for the use of flame-
cap kilns for agricultural burning.

Best Management Practices (BMPs) for Agricultural Burning

Paul Rossow, from Ecology explained that there have been no calls or need of changes to the
existing BMPs. The Task Force voted to retain all the BMPs unchanged.

Round Table Discussion

The Task Force members discussed good yields this year with expected demand for burning to
follow.

Next Meeting

The next scheduled meeting (Meeting No. 119) of the Agricultural Burning Practices and
Research Task Force will be on Wednesday, November 5, 2025.


https://www.ezview.wa.gov/site/alias__1962/37051/agricultural_burning__research_task_force.aspx
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