
Agricultural Burning Practices and Research Task Force No. 119 
November 5, 2025 

Spokane, WA, available virtually on Teams 

Meeting Summary 

Members Present, Affiliation, Representing: 

Karin Baldwin (Chair), Air Quality Program, Department of Ecology 

Larry Cochran, Washington Assoc. of Conservation Districts, Conservation Districts 

Jay Penner, Washington Association of Wheat Growers, Agricultural Community 

Derek Aubrey, Spokane Regional Clean Air Agency, E. Wash. Local Air Authorities 

Scott Steinbacher, WA Dept of Agriculture 

Mike Buckley, Alfalfa Seed Industry, Agricultural Community 

Members Absent, Affiliation, Representing 

Aaron Esser, WSU Extension, Academia (Cereal Grains) 

Dan McCarthy, Okanogan Horticultural Association, Agricultural Community 

Chris Skidmore, Whitman County Public Health Dept, Public Health 

Karen Lewis, WSU Extension, Academia (Tree Fruit) 

Introductions, Announcements 

The 119th Agricultural Burning Practices and Research Task Force (Task Force) meeting was held 
on November 5, 2025, in Spokane, with it also being available via Teams online. The Task Force 
meeting began with the introduction of Task Force members and guests. 

The November meeting of the Task Force is normally reserved for receiving an update on 
funded research, hearing an annual burning summary, and scoping changes to the Best 
Management Practices (BMPs). This meeting included proposal presentations for research into 
alternatives to agricultural burning for the Task Force to consider funding. 

Research Proposals 

Karen Baldwin from the Department of Ecology Air Quality Program introduced the five 
presenters who delivered information to the task force about their proposed research projects. 
In order, the proposal titles and presenters were: 

Improving Burn/No-Burn Decisions in Washington through Integrated Use of Local 
Weather Data, Remote Sensing, and Smoke Modeling 
Dr. Yonas Demissie, Ph.D., P.E. 
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Integrated Life-Cycle and Techno-Economic Assessment of Sustainable Residue 
Management Pathways to Replace Open Agricultural Burning in Washington 
Dr. Zhipeng Li, Ph.D., CarbonSilvanus Company 

Converting straw to Renewable Natural Gas for distribution through the Natural gas 
grid (Straw2Value) 
Birgitte K. Ahring, Professor, PhD, WSU Tri-Cities 

Production of Bioplastics and Biobased Fertilizers from Corn Stover 
Dr. Bin Yang, Professor Washington State University 

Practical Economics and Air Quality Benefits of Orchard Waste Alternatives: A 
Comparative Analysis for Washington Growers 
Todd McDonnell, Ph.D. E&S Environmental 

Washington Ag Burn Program News and Updates 

Ecology’s Daniel Matsche gave an update of the Fall 2025 burn season. Ecology permitted 
about 53,000 acres and 13,000 tons of agricultural residue for burning. This was about the 
historical average for acreage but continues a slow downward decline in tons burned. The 
annual acres burned, and tons burned are both within the historical norms, however. Mr. 
Matsche also discussed the online permit application system which went live in late August. Mr. 
Matsche detailed complaints received about burning in the Eastern Region, while Sean Hopkins 
of Ecology gave similar information for Ecology’s Central Region. Mr. Matsche also discussed 
the development of a new burn permitting system, which is planned to be completed and 
rolled out for use on July 1, 2026. 

BMP’s 

The Task Force and Ecology discussed the Best Management Practices for Agricultural Burning 
and saw need of changes to the existing BMPs. 

Round Table Discussion 

Mike Buckley mentioned that there will be more alfalfa planted next year, but that the amount 
of stubble burnt will remain low, due to the use of alternative practices. 

Daniel Matsche mentioned a relatively high degree of personnel turnover in the last few years 
which has resulted in an increase in burn permit training by Ecology. 

Riley Zionce of the Franklin Conservation District mentioned that several growers were 
interested in the burning of Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) ground for maintenance mid-
contract. He wanted some guidance on permitting requirements and methods. Daniel Matsche 
explained that the permit should be issued as a CRP field burn and that it requires Natural 
Recourses Conservation Service (NRCS) approval. 
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Task Force Research Funding Recommendation 

The Task Force discussed the research proposals above, and recommended unanimously that 
Ecology fund the Converting straw to Renewable Natural Gas for distribution through the 
Natural gas grid (Straw2Value) 

Research proposal for the full amount of $100,000. 

Next Meeting 

The next meeting, Meeting No. 120, of the Agricultural Burning Practices and Research Task 
Force will be on Wednesday, June 3, 2026. 
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