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 Controlled Animal Feeding Operation 

(CAFO) General Permit 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talk about two delegated responsibilities that we have related to the Federal Clean Water Act:Update the Washington State Water Quality Plan to Control Nonpoint Source Pollution and reissuing the CAFO Permit



Background on Nonpoint Plan 
Section 319 added to the Federal Clean 

Water Act in 1987—State Nonpoint source 
management programs. 

Current version of plan published in April 
2000. 

Last updated in June 2005.   
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Starting with the Washington State Water Quality Plan to Control Nonpoint Source Pollution .Section 319 is the CWA section that address nonpoint pollution.  It was added to the CWA in 1987.Basic concept is states create nonpoint management programs and federal government approves programs and provides grants. Current version of the plan was created in 2000 and updated in 2005.



Purpose for update 
 Federal interest in nonpoint pollution. 

 Recognized as leading cause of impairment to nation’s waters. 
 Found greater oversight needed along with additional data. 

 EPA responded with two key pieces of guidance. 
 Key components for an effective state nonpoint plan. 
 Nonpoint source program and grants guidelines. 

Update frequency target is every five years. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nonpoint pollution has received a lot of attention at the national level.  EPA recognizes that pollution from nonpoint sources remains the leading cause of impairment to the nation’s waters. Big newsworthy WQ problems associated with nonpoint pollution such as Chesapeake Bay and the Gulf of Mexico Dead Zone. The US Governmental Accountability Office was asked to by Congress to evaluate how EPA is addressing nonpoint pollution. Their report “Nonpoint Source Pollution-Greater Oversight and additional data needed for key EPA Water Program” was released in May 2012.EPA have responded by updated two pieces of guidance:Section 319 Program Guidance: Key Components of an Effective State Nonpoint Source Management Program (November 2012). – what it should look like.Nonpoint Source Program and Grants Guidelines for States and Territories (April 12, 2013)  - the funding hook.Finally, not all states were updating their plans on a five year basis; some states had never updated their plans since initial plans were adopted.  While we have updated our plan, we have passed the 5 year mark.



Key Components 
Explicit short and long-term goals, 

objectives and strategies for addressing 
nonpoint pollution. 
 State plan covers all nonpoint pollution. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All nonpoint sources of pollutionAlong with non-permitted stormwater, forestry, septic systems, and marinas/recreational boating, agriculture is a significant source of nonpoint pollution.Federal requirements are outlined in CWA Section 319(b):Identification of the best management practices and measures to reduce pollutant loadings resulting from nonpoint sourcesIdentification of programs to achieve implementation of BMPsSchedule containing annual milestonesCertification from AGO that we have authority to implement the programList of sources of federal and other assistance and fundingFederal consistency information.Other programs—i.e. Groundwater protection/point sources.



Key Components 
Focus on implementation. 
Strengthening partnerships. 
Better coordinate state programs. 

 Alignment of TMDL program with nonpoint efforts. 

All federal statutory requirements included 
in plan. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All nonpoint sources of pollutionAlong with non-permitted stormwater, forestry, septic systems, and marinas/recreational boating, agriculture is a significant source of nonpoint pollution.Federal requirements are outlined in CWA Section 319(b):Identification of the best management practices and measures to reduce pollutant loadings resulting from nonpoint sourcesIdentification of programs to achieve implementation of BMPsSchedule containing annual milestonesCertification from AGO that we have authority to implement the programList of sources of federal and other assistance and fundingFederal consistency information.Other programs—i.e. Groundwater protection/point sources.



Status and timeline 
Plan must be submitted to EPA by June 30, 

2015. 
Public Participation: 

 Webinar to kick-off updated process-end of 2014. 
 Draft Plan-spring 2015. 
 Public meetings-spring 2015. 
 Public comment period-spring 2015. 
 Available to meet with all stakeholders as needed. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Again, the work here will inform us as we piece together a draft plan for everyone’s review.Public Participation:Talking about it here. Work of this committee will inform plan sections related to agriculture.   We will also be presenting at the State Conservation Commission and the Financial Assistance Council .Webinar kick-off- Outline the update process for the public.  Draft plan will be released in spring 2015.  We will present here and have public meetings. Concurrently we will have a written  comment period open.  



Questions on Nonpoint Plan  
Ben Rau 
Nonpoint Pollution Program Coordinator 
Department of Ecology, Water Quality program 
ben.rau@ecy.wa.gov 
360-407-6551 
 
See also:  
 Section 319 Program Guidance: Key Components of an 

Effective State Nonpoint Source Management Program 
(November 2012). 

 Nonpoint Source Program and Grants Guidelines for States 
and Territories (April 2013) 



CAFO Permit Re-Issuance 
Previous permit coverage 2006-2011. 

 Administratively extended 

Ecology initiating work on re-issuance of the 
CAFO permit. 

Anticipate wide range of expectations.  
 Pace and timeline 
 Permit components 
 Facilities covered 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We anticipate a wide range of issues from the pace or timeline of process to components included in a new permit. We will have a transparent process, but given contemporary climate we anticipate things we will need to consider include groundwater ramifications, nutrient management activities, facilities covered, and how to make the permit coverage efficient and effective.We do not have positions on most issues at this time. We will take these up at stakeholder meetings and listening sessions. We expect to put forth our initial thinking in the preliminary draft permit early next spring.



Tentative Process/Schedule 
 Initiate meetings with key stakeholders – 

Nov/Dec 2014 
Hold 2-3 general interest listening sessions – 

Nov/Dec 2014 
 Preliminary draft CAFO permit for informal 

public comment – spring 2015 
 Formal draft CAFO permit for public comment 

– late summer 2015 
 Issue final CAFO permit – January 2016 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We anticipate briefing this committee on regular basis in addition to key stakeholder meetings, broader public review and written comment periods etc.



Questions on CAFO permit 
Jon Jennings 
CAFO General Permit 
Department of Ecology, Water Quality program 
jonathan.jennings@ecy.wa.gov 
360-407-6283 
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