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What are we proposing?

Establish new “State Waters Alteration
Permit” program within Ecology to:

e Evaluate & authorize impacts

to wetlands, streams & other state
waters.
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B Permit scope

Surface waters of the state
including wetlands

Regulated activities
»Work affecting wetlands

»Work below the ordinary high-water
mark in state waters, including:

e Streams
 Ponds

e Lakes
 Marine waters




Improve Customer Service

e Opportunities for public review.

 Better clarity & predictability about
our actions and requirements.

e Timelines for decisions

e Streamlined approvals for projects
with minor impacts.
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Forest practices

* Activities covered under a Forest practices permit for
Classes |, ll, [l and Class IV special non conversion
forest practices regulated by Title 222 WAC.

* Activities that convert land out of forestry into a new
land use are not exempt
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Maintenance of structures

* Maintenance exemption applies to serviceable
structures

* Exemption only for original footprint unless new
engineering standards need to be met.

* Seeking public input on types of structures that would
be covered, for example, bulkheads, dikes
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Emergency activities

* Activities necessary to prevent an immediate threat to
* Public health, safety or welfare
* The environment, or
* Needed to prevent immediate risk of damage to property

» After-the-fact permit must be obtained
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"Agricultural activities”

Proposed definition pulled from the Shoreline

Management Act at RCW 90.58.065(2)(a)
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Agricultural activities

Activities not exempt:
* Activities bringing new land into production

* Activities to convert lands already In
agricultural use to a non-agricultural purpose
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Agricultural Activities

* Abandonment: considering 5 years with no
agricultural use

* Lands lying fallow under soil and land conservation
orograms is not considered abandoned for the
ourpose of this permit.

 Allowance for adverse market conditions
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Ditch maintenance

e “Ditch” means a manmade water

conveyance channel. Channels that -
are manipulated streams are not e g

considered ditches.

* Maintaining pre-existing depth and
width

* Minimum necessary to remove built
up sediments
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Thank you for your
partnhership

Ecology commits to working with the public on
the development of the proposed State Waters
Alteration Permit.

As we continue rule development, we will be
offering additional public engagement
opportunities with future listening sessions.

SWAPRulemaking@ecy.wa.gov
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