Erika Douglas, Whatcom County Public Works
Karen DuBose, Skagit County Public Works

July 22, 2020

Pollution Identification
and Correction in the
North Sound: Successes
and Challenges



 Both Upland and Aquatic Farming
Important in Whatcom and Skagit
Counties

 Fecal Bacteria Closes Aquatic Farming

 Takes Years to Reopen Closed Shellfish
Beds
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Fecal bacteria are an indicator of
human pathogens
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Coordination to address many sources
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Public Works

Water monitoring, data management, education, outreach, Pollution
Identification and Correction (PIC financial incentives

Conservation District

Farm planning assistance, financial assistance, education, outreach
data management, mapping, volunteer coordination

County Health Department
Septic Systems

County Planning Department
Critical Areas Ordinance compliance

Washington State Department of Agriculture

Dairies, Dairy Nutrient Management Act compliance, data collection
in

Washington State Department of Ecology

Non-dairy agriculture, Water Pollution Control Act compliance, data
collection

Washington State Department of Health

Marine water quality and shellfish, National Shellfish Sanitation
Program (NSSP) compliance




Program Structure

Executive Committee/Core Team
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Preliminary Sample Results
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Preliminary results from the last two weeks of
surface water sampling are shown in color.

Target: average sample to contain less than
100 fecal coliform/100mlL and less than 10% of
samples contain over 200 fecal
coliform/100mL.




PIC Components

technical
assistance




diverse outreach messaging
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_whatcomcounty.us/septic

Septic evaluations are different than septic tank pumping.

Your septic system must be 1 or 3 years d di thetype of system you own.
An evaluation determinesif your septic system is working correctly and can identify any
maintenance it needs. Just like your car, your septic system needsto be maintained to continue to
function properly. Evalustions can catch small problems before they become big issues that can
o5t you tens of thousands of dollars

Pumping isa type of septic maintenance. Septic systems need to be pumped when the solids in the
tankmake up 1/3 of the total tank volume.
In the Chuckanut Watershed Area:
124 of your neighber’s septic evaluations are out of date .

49 of your neighbor s septicevaluations are up to date.

a9 of your neighbors have never had theirsepticsystem
evaluated.

Is your septic system evaluation up to date?

T — REBATES FOR EVALUATION AND
w HEALTH MAINTENANCE UP TO 5200 AVAILABLE
I Conartment FOR QUALIFIED SEPTIC OWNERS
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diverse outreach messaging
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II Poop Smart Toolkit How can we help you?

@ Skagit County Clean Water: The Straight Po [ecass Baop hita ﬁshing’ | IT |s

hunting, or hiking! TO
BAG DOG POOP AND
DISPOSE OF ITIN THE
TRASH.

OF DOG
OWNERS SAY

We get it. Most rural recreation areas don't have bathrooms

Who wants to lose a fishing opportunity? If bacteria
levels get too high, the Department of Fish and

Wildlife could shut down fishing zones in Skagit
County.
o e
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offer technical assistance




offer technical assistance
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offer financial assistance

FOR MORE INFO is)T.
WHATCOMCD.0RG/INCENTIYES

) ORCALL (360)526-2381
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Steps to Receiving Your Rebate $$$
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offer community incentives

TAKE THE PLEDGE,
GET A FREE TAGALONG!

.& Scoop WK, Bag ut, Trasiv L.

CLICK HERE TO TAKE THE PLEDGE!

Join the movementt

A

’ poopsmart.org i




Goal:

Improve Water
Quality
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Septic Systems

Inspection enforcement Suspected

correction
with deadlines

§

notification 10
day deadline
Fines




Dairies

Confirmed
issue

!

TA, CD referral,
warning letter or
formal enforcement




Non-Dairy Agriculture: Critical Areas
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progress made...

...more to do




Non-Dairy Agriculture: Water Quality

Challenge: Refusing to engage

5 foot or less
buffer

Mud/manure



Water Quality
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We need your help.

Troubleshooting
Finding Common Ground
Moving Forward
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