
Geoff Baran, Spills Coastal Protection Fund Grant Program Coordinator 

Spill Prevention, Preparedness, and Response Program 

Washington Department of Ecology 

P.O. Box 47600  

Olympia, WA 98504-7600 

 

 

February 16, 2021 

 

RE:  Cedar Grove Fish Passage Improvement Project Proposal 

 

Dear Mr. Baran, 

 

We are writing to express our support for Skagit County’s Cedar Grove Fish Passage 

Improvement project.  The Skagit Watershed Council recently completed detailed review of 

this important project and recommended funding for it via the state Salmon Recovery 

Funding Board and Puget Sound Partnership.  When completed, the project is expected to 

produce several hundred additional Chinook smolts annually, plus many more steelhead, 

coho and chum salmon by increasing limiting rearing habitat. This outcome will add to a 

growing list of projects that contribute towards our larger recovery goals for Skagit River 

Chinook salmon, which will ultimately benefit endangered southern resident killer whales 

(SRKW) by increasing their local food supply. The Skagit River is one of the most important 

watersheds for salmon, steelhead and other native fish and wildlife in the United States.  It 

produces more than 50% of the wild Chinook salmon in Puget Sound. Since NOAA has 

determined that the Puget Sound fall/summer Chinook populations are the most important 

food resource for SRKWs throughout their range, the Skagit becomes the most important 

food source for SRKWs, to the best of our knowledge.   

 

We hope that your program can provide support for this important project.  If funded through 

this program, Department of Ecology will fill the last funding gap in the funding package for 

this project. Please feel free to contact me if you have any additional questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Richard Brocksmith 

Executive Director 

 

 


