
McNeil Island is located in south Puget Sound near Steilacoom. 

 



Aerial view of McNeil Island.   

 

  



Aerial view of Milewa Creek Estuary:   

The proposed project will 
restore full tidal influence by 
removal of a roadway across 
the estuary with undersized 
culverts.  The continuity of 
the Coastal Road (perimeter 
road) will be retained using 
existing roads around the 
estuary (approved by DOC & 
DSHS). 

The barges are remnant of 
past activity when the 
estuary was spanned by a 
large bridge.  These relict 
barges will be removed 
during construction. 

The concrete groin extending 
onto the beach will be 
removed. 

Since this photo was taken, 
the culvert condition has 
deteriorated such that tidal 
exchange is further muted.  
The relict barges are no 
longer visible. 

 

 



 

Culvert outlet(s) at Milewa Creek Estuary 

 

Torpedo cable 
netting was used as 
shoreline 
protection, along 
with concrete and 
rip rap.  This 
material will be 
removed as part of 
the road removal. 

The upper culvert is 
an overflow culvert; 
there is a second 
culvert under the 
torpedo netting. 

 

 

 



 

Concrete Groin extending onto beach at Milewa Creek Estuary                                                                                        



This concrete structure extends from the upper beach at the culvert outlet 
to approximately MLLW (the engineers are standing on the concrete at the end).  There appears to be a pipe inside of the concrete, such that it 
may encase a pipe.  The concrete impedes sediment transport on the beach, separating a gravel beach from a muddy beach.  The source of the 
pipe will be capped and the concrete structure and pipe will be removed. 



 

Overflow culvert inlet at Milewa Creek Estuary.  The lower culvert inlet is no longer visible. 

The impoundment at the upstream end of the road crossing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Location of spoils disposal for road fill removal.  Minor ground disturbance (equipment access) would be required for this work. 

 

 

 

 



Road fill at Milewa Estuary with overflow culvert (12/19/2017) 

 


