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February 18, 2021 
 
 
 
Subject: Coastal Protection Fund Application SPPRCPF-2021-WASDFW-00006 
 
Dear Ecology Staff, 
 
The Washington State Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) Aquatics Restoration Program 
is pleased to submit this letter of support for the Washington State Department of Fish and 
Wildlife’s grant proposal SPPRCPF-2021-WASDFW-00006 to restore nearshore habitat on 
McNeil Island at Milewa Estuary.  
 
McNeil Island, due to its location in South Puget Sound is important nearshore rearing habitat for 
many species and stocks of juvenile salmonids, it provides a unique opportunity to provide near 
pristine habitat. The McNeil Island habitat can provide ecosystem services that other more 
developed areas may not.  

WDNR and WDFW formed a partnership in 2015 to work together to identify and restore 
impacted shorelines around McNeil Island.  WDNR is committed to working with WDFW for 
many years in order to achieve our mutual goal to improve the habitat and natural functions of 
the island. 

The proposed work will restore the Milewa Estuary by removal of a causeway and culvert and 
opening a small estuary back to tidal flows, closer to pre-industrial times. These nearshore 
habitats are crucial to migrating juvenile salmonids from many south sound systems. 
 
Thank you for your consideration in supporting the Milewa Estuary project. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Monica Shoemaker 
Restoration Manager 
Aquatics Restoration Program 
 

 


