
 

 

 

Columbia River Policy Advisory Group 
Thursday, January 22, 2026, 9:00am–12:20pm 
Virtual Meeting via Zoom: https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1600659781  

Agenda 

9:00–9:10am Welcome & Get Settled 

Rob Willis, Facilitator, Ross Strategic  

9:10–9:30am CRPAG Member Updates 

Round robin – CRPAG members share brief updates on upcoming priorities, collaborative 
opportunities, or other Basin-related developments. 

9:30–10:00am Columbia River Basin Drought Forecast Briefing 

Caroline Mellor, Ecology Water Resources 

10:00-10:15am Preview of Upcoming WA State Dept. of Agriculture’s Study on Economic Impacts of Drought 

Jaclyn Hancock, WA State Dept. of Agriculture (WSDA) 

10:15–10:45am Climate & Snowpack Outlook for 2026 

Karin Bumbaco, Deputy State Climatologist 

10:45-11:00am Break 

11:00-11:15am Climate Resilience Strategy Update 

Jon Culp, WA State Conservation Commission and Jimmy Kralj, Ecology 

11:15-11:45am Columbia Basin Governance & Collaborative Initiatives 

Columbia Basin Collaborative (CBC) and Columbia Basin Restoration Initiative (CBRI) 

Michael Garrity, WA State Dept. of Fish & Wildlife and Phil Rigdon, Yakama Nation 

11:45-11:50am Ecology Water Resources Program Update 

Dave Christensen, Ecology Water Resources 

11:50-12:00pm Office of Columbia River (OCR) Legislative & Budget Updates 

Melissa Downes, Ecology/OCR 

12:00–12:10pm Public Comment 

12:10–12:20pm Wrap Up & Adjourn 

Next meeting: April 23, 2026 

https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1600659781?pwd=mM5ElwvInC5uFECmmuVSawbVRzGRt7.1


 

 

 

Join Online Via Zoom 
https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1600659781?pwd=mM5ElwvInC5uFECmmuVSawbVRzGRt7.1 
Meeting ID: 160 065 9781 
Passcode: 321817 

https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1600659781?pwd=mM5ElwvInC5uFECmmuVSawbVRzGRt7.1

