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Introduce yourself. Who are you?

Mention that if you have any questions, feel free to stop me and ask.
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John Day – McNary Pools: River Mile 216 to 352 of the Columbia River
-> RM 352 is 14 miles north of Richland. Close to Geneva Junction on the Hanford Reservation.
-> 9 miles up the Walla Walla River
-> 10 miles up the Snake River (Ice Harbor Dam)
-> 6 miles up the Yakima River
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In an Switzler Reservoir EIS scoping letter, the Columbia-Snake River Irrigators Association (CSRIA) suggested that a Non-Structural Alternative be evaluated as an EIS alternative. This Non-Structural Alternative would include:
Petitioned to:
Amend the ‘2020’ date in rule, extending it for 35 years.
Create a new leasing program with a new 25,000 acre-ft (101 cfs) allocation of the irrigation reservation, with funding placed into a new OCR-Ecology mitigation/development account fund. A steering committee would review and provide feedback on water, habitat, and ecological enhancement projects.
- Amend the current OCR-CSRIA Voluntary Regional Agreement.

Ecology denied the petition for rulemaking on the irrigation reservations and we developed an interpretive statement instead. Through the EIS scoping process, Ecology, Klickitat County and Benton County, the co-lead agencies will respond to the possibility of a Non-Structural Alternative and changing the permit provisions in WAC 173-531A-060.

There was another petition in 2015 about the Chapter 173-531A WAC to extend the ‘2020’ date in the rule.




What does the Interpretive Statement mean?

• We read the rule’s ‘2020’ date as a planning horizon, not an expiration 
date of the reservations.

• It lays out the permitting process for reserved water.

• You may review the draft Interpretive Statement on the CRPAG page. 
Please send written comments by July 1 to:

• Ben Carr, benjamin.carr@ecy.wa.gov
• Online commenting form on the CRPAG website.
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Rules that typically have expiration dates have specific day, month, and year for the expiration date. This rule only has the ‘2020’ date in it.

eComments will be posted to the CRPAG website.

Timeline for adoption:
Depends on the comments received.
Shooting for August 1, 2019.

mailto:benjamin.carr@ecy.wa.gov


Questions?
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Grand Total: 
24 municipal rights for 227,257 acre-feet -> used the municipal reservation by an order of magnitude.
318 irrigation rights for 694,255 acre-feet on 182,634 acres -> 700,000 acre-feet for 182,000 acres
Surface Water
8 municipal rights for 207,937 acre-feet
202 irrigation rights for 593,981 acre-feet on 152,445 acres
Groundwater
16 municipal rights for 19,320 acre-feet
116 irrigation rights for 100,274 acre-feet on 30,189 acres.
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