
Yakima River Delta Ecosystem 
Restoration Project

(Bateman Island Causeway)

Reconnecting Chamna







RESTORING THE 
YAKIMA DELTA

THE ISSUES:

 

• 500’ EARTHEN CAUSEWAY 

BLOCKED WATER FLOW & FISH 

PASSAGE

• CRITICALLY WARM 

TEMPERATURES, POOR WATER 

QUALITY  AND PREDATION 

PROBLEMS

• ESTIMATED 95% OF SALMON 

LOST UNDER THESE CONDITIONS



Goals

2024 – Sockeye Mortality - 
Image Courtesy of USGS

RESTORE ECOLOGICAL 
FUNCTION IN THE 

YAKIMA DELTA

SUPPORT BASIN-WIDE 
SALMON RECOVERY 

EFFORTS

RESTORE FLOW OF 
COOL COLUMBIA RIVER 

WATER INFLUENCE IN 
THE YAKIMA DELTA.

IMPROVE SALMONID 
MIGRATION

ADDRESS 
OUTMIGRATING SMOLT 

SURVIVAL 

PROVIDE NEW 
RECREATIONAL 

OPPORTUNITIES  - 
BANK FISHING

PROTECT CULTURAL 
RESOURCES





USACE Project Timeline
Feasibility Study Phase – 5 years
• Feasibility Cost Share Agreement signed & Public Scoping: 2019
• Feasibility Study Approval: September 2024

Design & Implementation Phase – 1.25 years
• Design and Implementation Agreement:  August 2024
• Construction Contract Awarded: November 2025
• Construction Initiation: December 2025
• Causeway opened: January 13, 2026
• Full Causeway Removal Completed: February 2026



How did it Happen so Fast? 

COLLABORATION!



The Rest of the Story – How did it happen so fast? 

•We Got to the Right Answer (Yakama Nation Fish 
Biologists)
•Marina Decommissioning  
•Fire & Emergency Response 
•Environmental Permitting & Clearances 
•Sediment



The Rest of the Story – How did it happen so fast? 

• Yakima Basin Integrated Plan 
partners

• Mid-Columbia Regional 
Fisheries Enhancement Group

• WA State Department of 
Ecology

• NOAA Fisheries  
• US Fish and Wildlife Service

• WA State Recreation & 
Conservation Office (marina 
buy out)

• Trout Unlimited (marina buy 
out)

• WA State Department of 
Natural Resources

• Cities of Richland & Kennewick









Friends of the Rivershore, and many 
other community members!

The 

Columbia 

Park 

Marina

Thanks to Our Partners!!
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