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What are some of the impacts 

and influences?

Upper Columbia Water adjudication

Columbia River Treaty
Status of the agreement in principle

3 year Interim period

Columbia River System Operation (CRSO) 
litigation
Litigation continues over the CRSO EIS



Upper Columbia Water 

Adjudication

Colville water rights 
petition
 Filed a general stream 

adjudication petition with Wash 
State of Ecology in 2019

 Engagement with the federal 
water rights assessment team 
and WSDOE

Next steps
 Working toward a June 30, 2027

filing 

 Continued coordination with 
Spokane Tribe, DOE, and CBID’s



Columbia River treaty

 The 60 year term of the original 
treaty expired on September 16th, 
2024.

 Under the interim agreement 
Canada will provide 3.6 MAF of 
preplanned Flood Risk 
Management (FRM) storage.

 The Agreement in Principle (AIP) 
was reached in 2024 through 
negotiations, but never ratified by 
Congress

 The AIP includes consideration for 
ecosystem function and salmon 
reintroduction on both sides of 
the border

 Awaiting direction from the new 
Administration on future 
negotiations



Columbia River Treaty 

Considerations for Lake Roosevelt

The original treaty included 8.95 MAF of storage in 
Canada.  A reduction to 3.6 MAF will push more 
obligation to Grand Coulee

 Increased depth and length of drawdowns

Climate change considerations 

Changing runoff patterns



Columbia River System Operations

 CRSO Environmental Impact State 
(EIS) and Record of Decision (ROD) 
was filed in the federal register on 
Oct. 8, 2020

 ROD was litigated by several tribes 
and NGO’s

 Settlements were agreed to that 
included the Phase 2 Implementation 
Plan (P2IP) for the Upper Columbia, 
and Columbia Basin Restoration 
Initiative (CBRI) in the Lower 
Columbia and Lower Snake.  All 
parties agreed to a stay in the 
litigation based on these agreements

 The Trump administration withdrew 
from the CBRI, so the parties have 
reinitiated the litigation



Columbia River System Operations

 Preliminary injunction filed requiring 

changes in dam operations to 

protect salmon

 Uncertain future of the current EIS 

and ROD

 The 2020 EIS did not evaluate salmon 

passage above Chief Joseph and 

Grand Coulee dams, so any revisions 

to the EIS and ROD will take 

significantly more work.

 Operations likely to continue under 

interim court orders 



Questions?
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