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OWRD Vision and Mission 

Vision: Assure sufficient and sustainable water 
supplies are available to meet current and future 

needs. 

Mission: Serve the public by practicing and promoting 
responsible water management through two key 
goals: 

– To directly address Oregon's water supply needs, and 

– To restore and protect streamflows and watersheds in 
order to ensure the long-term sustainability of Oregon's 
ecosystems, economy, and quality of life. 



1) Beneficial use without waste
water for personal or public good

2) Priority
first in time, first in right

3) Appurtenancy
attached to the land

4) Must be used
at least once every five years

The 1909 Water Code

codifying the doctrine of prior appropriation



Advancements in Oregon Water Law

1909: Oregon Water Code

1955: Oregon Ground Water Act

1987: Oregon Instream Water Rights 
Act

1989: Water Allocation Policy

2015: Water Resources Development 
Program 



Water availability for live flow allocation in August

Water availability for storage in January

Available Surface Water



Status of Groundwater



• In 2008, Oregon completed its first water demand study

• In 2015, updated the water demand forecast 

• Key Finding: Another 1.3 million acre-feet needed by 
2050

Changes in 
Municipal & Industrial Demands

Changes in 
Agricultural Demands

Another Critical Issue:  Possible Increase in Demands



Surface Water Groundwater Habitat

Water Quality Public Health Invasive Species

Critical Issues facing Oregon (a sample)
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Integrated Water Resources Strategy

• GOALS:

• Improve our understanding of Oregon’s water resources

• Meet Oregon’s water resources needs

• OBJECTIVES:

• Understand water resources today

• Understand instream and out-of-stream needs

• Understand the coming pressures that affect our needs & 

supplies

• Meet Oregon’s instream and out-of-stream needs



2012 Oregon Integrated 
Water Resources Strategy 
recommended actions: 

• 9A – Undertake Place-
Based Planning

• 13C – Fund Feasibility 
Studies

• 10E – Authorize & Fund  a 
Water Supply 
Development Program

Integrated Water Resources Strategy



WRDP Mission

The Water Resources Development Program 
seeks to help individuals and communities 

address instream and out-of-stream needs now 
and into the future, including water quantity, 

water quality and ecosystem needs.

Instream & 
out-of-stream 
water needs

Now and into 
the future



Water Resources Development Program

Helping 
Identify and 

Address 
Oregon’s 

Water Needs
Plan and identify 

actions

Investigate 
feasibility

Implement 
actions 

Place-Based 
Planning

Feasibility 
Study 
Grants

Water 
Project 
Grants 

and Loans
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PLACE-BASED PLANNING



Place-Based Planning

Voluntary, non-regulatory, locally initiated and led effort in 
which a balanced representation of water interests within a 

hydro-geographic area (e.g., basin or watershed) work in 
partnership with the state to understand their water resources 
and develop integrated solutions to address water challenges. 



Value of Place-Based Planning

Capitalize on local knowledge

Increase understanding of water needs

Address water challenges as a system

Identify solutions with broad support

Decrease conflict

Pursue solutions with less opposition & more 
resources



Pilot Areas

Mid-

Coast

Upper 

Grande 

Ronde

Malheur 

Lake

Lower John Day



Guidelines Planning Steps

Build a collaborative & 
integrated process

Characterize current water 
resources & identify challenges

Quantify current & future 
instream & out-of-stream needs

Develop solutions for meeting 
near-term & long-term needs

Plan approval & implementation

1

2

3

4
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FEASIBILITY STUDY GRANTS



Feasibility Study Grants

Conservation

Reuse

Storage

Purpose: Provide dollar-for-

dollar match funding for project 

planning studies performed to 

evaluate the feasibility of a 

water conservation, reuse, or 

storage project

Deadline: Fall each year (e.g., 

October 14, 2016)

Funding Decision: Spring 

each year (May 2017)



Engineering

Financial

Geologic

Hydrological

Regulatory 

Feasibility Study Grants

A feasibility study seeks to answer the question: Should we 

(or how should we) proceed with a proposed project idea?  

Conservation, 

Reuse, & 

Storage



Value of Feasibility Study Grants

Prepare for 
implementation 

Determine if a project 
is worth pursuing

Identify additional info 
needed before 
determining feasibility



1st Cycle: 6 
grants awarded 

($497,185)

2nd Cycle: 17 
grants awarded 

($1,269,215)

3rd Cycle: 
$1,033,600 
available

Funding Available

• 2015-2017 Funding: $2.8 million in grants (~$1.8 
million obligated to 23 studies)

• Current Cycle: 

– Closed Oct 14 2016 (~$1 million available)

– Received 9 applications requesting ~$505,000 



WATER PROJECT GRANTS 
AND LOANS



Water Project Grants & Loans

Purpose: Support the 
development of water 
resource projects that help 
meet instream and/or out-of-
stream needs and result in 
economic, environmental, 
and social/cultural benefits

Deadline: Spring each year 
(e.g., April 2017)

Funding Decision: Fall each 
year (November 2017)

Environmental

Economic
Social/ 
Cultural
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Eligible Projects

Conservation 

Reuse

Above-ground and below-ground storage 

Streamflow protection or restoration 

Water infrastructure 

Other with the three categories of public benefits

Eligible projects include, but are not limited to:
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Value of Water Projects

Produce 
public 

benefits 

Address 
water needs 

Complement 
regulatory 
function 



• $14 million authorized by 
Legislature for 2015-2017

– ~$9 million awarded in 
2016

– ~$5 million remaining

• Governor’s Budget 
requests $30 million for 
2017-2019

Funding Available
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Funded Projects 

Rank and Project Name Project Type
Recommend 
Full Funding

1 Lostine River Conservation Project Conservation $1,488,718

2 Tumalo Feed Canal Conservation Phase 5 Conservation $1,299,968

3 Highline Canal Pipeline Conservation $566,299
4 Willow Creek Piping Irrigation Laterals Conservation $500,355

5 Mosier Deep Water Supply Well
New Groundwater 

Supply
$917,238

6
Beaver Creek Dam Fish Passage and Flow
Restoration

Municipal Water 
Supply

$600,000

7
Sun Creek Restoration And Irrigation 
Efficiency

Flow Restoration $249,867

8
Klamath East Side Water Recycling 
Project

Drainage Water 
Reuse

$268,673

9
Kingsley Reservoir Expansion and 
Lowline Pipeline Project

Storage/ 
Conservation

$3,000,000

Total $8,891,11831



www.oregon.gov/OWRD

Place-Based Planning

Feasibility Study Grants

Water Project Grants and Loans
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Thank You

Questions?

Kim Ogren

Senior Advisor for Water Resources Development

503-986-0873

Kim.l.ogren@oregon.gov 

33


