
PFAS CAP Webinar – June 6, 2018 – Meeting Notes and List of Attendees. 

The Washington State Departments of Ecology and Health held a webinar on June 6, 2018 to 

discuss the schedule for the Chemical Action Plan for Per and Polyfluorinated Alkyl Substances 

(PFAS CAP). This document summarizes questions and answers from that webinar. A detailed 

summary of the presentation is not included. Contact Kara Steward for more information: 

kara.steward@ecy.wa.gov or 360-407-6250. 

 See the webinar slides.  

 Information for the PFAS CAP advisory committee is posted online.  

Main points of the webinar: 

 The Interim PFAS CAP will be republished with limited updates and corrections. 

 Comments received will be incorporated into the Draft CAP, as appropriate. 

 Updated “Chapters” will be published with the Draft CAP in 2019.  

 Draft CAP recommendations will be discussed at the October 2019 Advisory Committee 

meeting. 

Summary of questions: The following summary includes questions organized by topic, not 

in the order asked. Answers provided below are more accurate/complete than the verbal 

responses provided at the webinar. 

Food Packaging Alternatives Assessment (AA): 

Q – How will the food packaging AA be included in the CAP? The CAP and the food packaging 

AA are on separate timelines. Both are expected to be completed by December 2019. If 

possible, the CAP will include an update on the food packaging efforts (a status summary).  

Q – Is the statement of work publicly available for review? Ecology is in the process of 

contracting for the food packaging AA, we are in the middle of a competitive contracting 

process. Those documents are not available to the public until after the contractor is hired. The 

final statement of work will be shared in a CAP listserv message. 

Q – When will the public be involved in the AA? Will there be an opportunity for public 

comment on the AA? After Ecology completes the selection of the AA contractor, a schedule 

will be established that will include peer review and public involvement. 

Q – Will the food packaging AA assess only commercially available alternatives? The law 

requires that any “safer alternative” be “readily available in sufficient quantity.” Any chemical 

component of a “safer alternative” must “have previously been approved for food contact by 

the United States Food and Drug Administration.”  

Q – How can we provide data for Ecology to consider for the AA? Email any information to 

Brian Penttila (brian.penttila@ecy.wa.gov). Anything you send to Kara Steward will be 

forwarded to Brian (either option is acceptable). 

mailto:kara.steward@ecy.wa.gov
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_1962/Documents/PFAS/060618Slides.pdf
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/?alias=1962&pageid=37105
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/summarypages/1804005.html
mailto:brian.penttila@ecy.wa.gov
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Firefighting Foam (AFFF) Restrictions: 

Q – Does the AFFF use in training restriction apply to the military? Yes, all training use of PFAS-

containing firefighting foam is prohibited, beginning July 1, 2018. There are no exemptions in 

the law for training use. 

Q – The foam law only bans the training use in 2018 and the product sale in 2020. The use of 

PFAS-containing foam is allowed. This is true. PFAS-containing foam is not restricted by any 

user in the event of an emergency. 

Q – Does the sale restriction apply to petroleum refineries? No. Sale or purchase of PFAS-

containing firefighting foam is prohibited beginning July 1, 2020. There are four exemptions in 

the law for sale/purchase of PFAS-containing foam – military, airports certified by the Federal 

Aviation Administration, petroleum refineries, and certain chemical plants.  

Q – How does the foam restriction apply to petroleum refineries? The restriction on training 

use applies to all users, including petroleum refineries. Petroleum refineries are exempt from 

the sale restriction in 2020, PFAS-containing foam is allowed to be purchased for use at 

petroleum refineries. This exemption also applies to the military and airports that must use the 

product as required by federal law. The exemption also applies to some chemical plants. 

Q – What is Ecology doing to implement the foam restriction? Ecology has developed a 

communications plan, the lead for that effort is Anne Knapp (360)-407-7601 or 

anne.knapp@ecy.wa.gov). That plan includes outreach to foam manufacturers and foam users, 

including firefighters and the military. Ecology is hosting a webinar on this topic on June 28 at 

11 am – more information will be shared via the PFAS CAP listserv.  

Other questions:  

Q – Will the recommendations cost assessment include the impact on health – costs and 

benefits? Quantitative estimates of human health costs are probably not available because the 

science isn’t far enough along. We are aware of the work that has been done on other 

contaminants by Dr. Leo Trasande and colleagues at NYU Medical Center. If possible, we’ll 

include a qualitative assessment of benefits or costs. Thanks for that suggestion. 

Q – Is there a schedule available that details all the PFAS-related actions? Not to our 

knowledge. We will look into preparing a timeline that captures the work underway and share 

with the CAP listserv. 

Q – Is the DOH drinking water testing including a lower detection level and longer list of PFAS 

analytes (compared to the UCMR3 data)? Yes, DOH is using the largest validated PFAS panel 

for drinking water available, which has 14 PFAS analytes (EPA Method 537). We are using the 

UW Tacoma lab for analysis and their detections limits are lower than the reporting limits in 

UCMR3. 
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