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INTERIM CAP RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Ensure drinking water is safe

• Support State Board of Health rulemaking for limits on PFAS in Washington’s drinking water 

supplies.

• Develop options for expanded drinking water testing for PFAS to include public water systems 

that have not yet been evaluated. Prioritize testing for public water systems at higher risk for 

contamination, such as those near airports or firefighter training centers.



STATE RULE-MAKING FOR PFAS IN DRINKING WATER

DOH presented at June and August 2018 SBoH meetings on PFAS

• Recommended that the SBoH consider SALs for PFAS

• Will update the rule framework for State Advisory Levels

State drinking water advisory levels can be basis for state groundwater cleanup standards

More information:

https://www.doh.wa.gov/CommunityandEnvironment/DrinkingWater/RegulationandCompliance/RuleMaking

https://www.doh.wa.gov/CommunityandEnvironment/DrinkingWater/RegulationandCompliance/RuleMaking


PFAS rule-making 

process 

and timeline



EXPANDED TESTING FOR PFAS IN DRINKING WATER

We invited 311 public drinking water systems to participate in voluntary testing, paid for by the 

state.  (Group A systems:  >25 people served or >15 connections)

• ~30% response rate overall. 63- 78 water systems plan to participate.

• Voluntary testing, not required to participate.

• UW Tacoma Laboratory will analyze samples

• Sample collection to start as soon as Lab receives accreditation

• 14 PFAS analytes, EPA method 537



Participating Water Systems 



New public notification requirement 

Contaminant
Contaminant 

level
Regulatory 
Response

Public Health 
Advice

PFOS and PFOA Below 70 ppt None None

PFOS and PFOA Above 70 ppt Require public 
notification

Do not drink

PFOS, PFOA, 

PFHxS, PFNA, 

PFHpA

(interim)

PFOS and 

PFOA below 70 

ppt, but with 

added 

contaminants 
above 70 ppt.

Require public 

notification 

targeted at 

specific 
populations

Pregnant and 

nursing women, 

parents and 

caregivers of 

infants should 

seek advice 

from medical 
provider 


