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Meeting Minutes
Resource Damage Assessment Committee (RDA)
Committee Meeting
Wednesday, February 12, 2025
Microsoft Teams and Ecology HQ Room R0A-36
1

Call to Order: 9:02 AM
Introduction and Agenda Review
Attendees
	Entity
	Representative

	RDA Committee, Chair
Washington State Department of Ecology
	Geoff Baran

	RDA Committee, Chair
Washington State Department of Ecology
	Josh Weide

	RDA Committee
Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife
	Don Noviello

	RDA Committee
Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife
	Chelsey Buffington

	RDA Committee
Washington State Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
	Rob Whitlam

	RDA Committee
Washington State Parks
	Matt Niles

	RDA Committee
Washington State Department of Health
	Merita Trohimovich

	Weyerhaeuser
	Maria Erdmann

	Weyerhaeuser
	Michelle Metcalf

	Weyerhaeuser
	Meline MacCurdy

	A1 Marine LLC
	Erin Graham

	Washington Attorney General’s Office
	Julian Beattie

	Washington State Department of Ecology
	Rob Walls

	Washington State Department of Ecology
	Eddie Czebator


Minutes
New Business
Preassessment Screenings
ERTS #734492 Weyerhaeuser Logging Shovel Spill to Lucas Creek
· Incident Summary:
On October 21, 2024, Ecology was notified by Weyerhaeuser of a 70-gallon diesel, 45-gallon hydraulic oil, and 2-gallon lube/motor oil spill to Lucas Creek east of Chehalis. As a logging truck carrying a logging shovel on a trailer drove across a wooden bridge, its tires slipped, and it became stuck with its belly sitting on the slats. To remove the truck, Weyerhaeuser needed to remove the logging shovel from the trailer. As the logging shovel was being removed, it lost balance and fell off the bridge, causing it to release its oils to the creek. After ensuring the shovel operator was safe, Weyerhaeuser staff deployed their spill kit, made notifications, and hired a tow company to remove the shovel. Weyerhaeuser also contracted Cowlitz Clean Sweep to conduct clean-up operations. Ecology Spills conducted a field response and assisted with getting an emergency HPA. Boom was deployed throughout the creek to capture as much oil as possible and the shovel was removed from the creek that evening. Thereafter, weekly site visits were made to provide clean-up guidance and to check the status of the creek. Initial soil sample analysis came back as "not detected," but upon later visits, oil was observed seeping from a section of the streambank and into the creek. Ecology Spills has referred the incident to the Ecology Toxics Cleanup Program for further sampling and remediation efforts of the soil.
Michelle: Added that the shovel removal operation received approval from DNR in addition to the emergency HPA from WDFW.
Maria: Clarified that the waterway was a tributary to Lucas Creek near the confluence.
Michelle: Weyerhaeuser received the “thumbs-up” from Alex Sains with Ecology that clean up to the water was complete on December 12.
Maria: The boom was deployed within a half hour of the accident and additional boom was placed downstream and in Lucas Creek.
Maria: There was oil collected within the first 24 hours, but the amount is not currently known. Weyerhaeuser is awaiting a final report from Cowlitz Clean Sweep.
Geoff: Explained that any oil collected within the first 24 hours of the spill could be credited and the damage amount reduced.
Don: Was the salmonid species identified?
Maria and Michelle: It was identified, but they will have to track that information down.
· Preassessment Screening:
· Are the damages quantifiable at a reasonable cost? 5 no.
· Is restoration or enhancement technically feasible? 5 no.
· Compensation schedule authorized to calculate damages.
ERTS #735518 Tug Elsie Sinking and Spill to Friday Harbor 
· Incident Summary:
On December 5, 2024, the 22-foot Tug Elsie sank at its moorage at the Shipyard Cove Marina in Friday Harbor, San Juan Island. A yet-to-be-determined volume of diesel fuel spilled to the marina. The vessel owner, IOSA, and the Port of San Juan Island deployed containment boom and sorbents around the vessel. By the time Ecology Responders arrived on scene, the vessel owners had used a nearby crane barge to pull the tug from the water. Responders removed saturated sorbents from the water. Containment boom and sorbents were pulled the following day.
Erin: Clarified that the picture on slide 22 was after the tug had been removed and had been placed on the barge.
Erin: Had submitted recovery numbers to Ecology responder Andy Quast. She initially estimated that 50 - 100 gallons of diesel were in the fuel tank, but then 125 gallons were pumped out of the tank. They have not been in possession of the vessel for long and do not know the tug’s burn rate.
Geoff: Do you know the maximum capacity of the fuel tanks?
Erin: The tank is 300 gallons. The 125 gallons were pumped into a tote and were pure diesel while there was an additional oily-water mix recovered into another tote with an estimate of 55 gallons of oil recovered after separation. The tank was not filled to capacity as the tug was used multiple times since it was last refueled.
Erin: added that the tug sank straight down next to its barge after about an hour of it being reported taking on water. They were able to quickly deploy boom. A diver was on scene in less than 2 hours and applied wax plugs to vents to attempt to secure further release. The vessel was raised and placed on its barge around 4 hours after it sank, at which point Ecology responders arrived. The cabin was raised after the hull was removed and placed on land.
· Preassessment Screening:
· Are the damages quantifiable at a reasonable cost? 5 no.
· Is restoration or enhancement technically feasible? 5 no.
· Compensation schedule authorized to calculate damages.
ERTS #735580 P/C Oh Sea Fire, Sinking, and Spill to Elliot Bay
· Incident Summary:
On December 8, 2024, Ecology was notified of a 35-foot recreational vessel on fire in Elliott Bay. The occupant had been rescued and reported 250 gallons of diesel on board. At the direction of the Seattle Fire Department, TowBoat US towed the vessel 150 feet offshore near Fourmile Rock, where it sank in approximately 12 feet of water. TowBoat US surrounded the vessel with adsorbent boom as it actively leaked diesel, later deploying hard containment boom for additional protection. Global Diving & Salvage was contracted to dive and recover fuel from the tanks in addition to collecting oil on the surface. The diving team recovered 60 gallons of mixed diesel and water from the sunken vessel's badly damaged fuel tanks. Additionally, they filled a cubic yard container with diesel-saturated adsorbents. An AUS and TowBoat US dive team attempted to raise the sunken vessel with lift bags the following day but were unsuccessful due to the burned-out hull’s lack of structural integrity. TowBoat US reported observing no further pollution. The recovery then pivoted to using a crane barge to lift the vessel and place it on a recovery barge without further incident. Throughout the response, Ecology Responders monitored operations and did not observe oil outside the boomed area. There were no shoreline or wildlife impacts. Responders observed a seal and birds in the general area; none were observed in the oil.
An AUS and TowBoat US dive team attempted to raise the sunken vessel with lift bags the following day, but were unsuccessful due to the lack of structural integrity of the burned-out hull. TowBoat US reported observing no further pollution. The recovery then pivoted to using a crane barge to lift the vessel and place it on a recovery barge without further incident. Throughout the response, Ecology Responders monitored operations and did not observe any oil outside the boomed area. There were no shoreline or wildlife impacts. Responders observed a seal and birds in the general area; none were observed in the oil.
· Preassessment Screening:
· Are the damages quantifiable at a reasonable cost? 5 no.
· Is restoration or enhancement technically feasible? 5 no.
· Compensation schedule authorized to calculate damages.
Other Business
Approval of Minutes
· Motion to approve meeting minutes for the January 8, 2025, RDA Committee Motion passed at 9:47 AM.
Open Case Updates 
· ERTS #727283 Olympic Pipeline Gasoline Spill, Conway – 12/10/2023
· A meeting is scheduled for the afternoon of February 12 (today).
· ERTS #736794 Unknown Orange Oil Spill to Black River – Renton
· Similar to previous recent incident on Black River. Most of the oil has been collected at this time. Response is now in a passive recovery stage and resources are beginning to withdraw. No source has been identified.
Don:  Has the oil been identified?
Rob Walls: It was identified as peanut oil.
Announcements
· Next meeting: Wednesday, March 12, 2025 at 9:00 am via Microsoft Teams and in person at Ecology HQ, Room R0A-36.
Adjournment: 9:52 AM
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