
SINCLAIR INLET OLYMPIA OYSTER RESTORATION PROJECT – OIL SPILL REMEDIATION 
 
Olympia oysters (Ostrea lurida) are the only native oyster on the US west coast, and a 
Species of Greatest Conservation Need and Priority Habitat for WDFW. In September 2025, 
a diesel fuel spill in Sinclair Inlet affected one of the west coast’s largest oyster habitat 
enhancement projects to date: 15 acres. Monitoring surveys from summer 2025 indicate 
that in less than 6 years the population took off and was estimated to be at least 1.5 million 
oysters. The population needs to be assessed for oyster survival. If the oyster bed (or its 
majority) were to be lost, two approaches are required for remediation: the 
recovery/restoration/expansion of the original project (approx. $375,000 in 2025 dollars), 
and a valuation of the ecosystem services lost per acre per year. The table below provides 
some general estimates based on other oyster species. Quick math suggests the valuation 
of lost ecosystem services would be at the very least $225,000 ($3000/acre/year for 5 years 
estimated for population recovery.)  
 
Oyster Ecosystem Service Valuation Summary (USD/acre/yr) – based on C. virginica 
mostly 
 
Service Metric Conservative Typical High 
Filtration / 
Nutrient 
Removal 
 

kg N removed/acre/yr 
$/kg N 

$4 – $11 $874 – 
$2,428 

$15,224 – 
$42,290 

Fisheries / 
Habitat 
Provisioning 
 

Enhanced nekton biomass 
→ market/recreational value 

$390 – $900 $970 – 
$2,850 

$3,000 – 
$5,000+ 

Non-use / 
Biodiversity / 
Recreation 
 

WTP, recreation, existence 
& aesthetic values 

$1,000 – 
$2,200 

$2,200 – 
$8,000 

$10,000 – 
$40,000 

Aggregate (sum 
of 1–3) 

Combined filtration + 
fisheries + non-use 

~$1,400 – 
$3,000 

~$4,000 – 
$13,000 

$28,000 – 
$87,000+ 
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