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ERTS# 
  

741644 

Date of Incident: 09/17/2025 

Potential Liable Party: Dominion Historical Workboat Association 

Product Spilled: Lube Oil/Motor Oil, Oily Water Mixture 

Spill Source: Tug DOMINION 
 

Oil Spill Size Estimate: 8,900 Gallons Total (200 Lube Oil/Motor Oil, 8,700 Oily Water Mixture) 

Water Body Affected: Sinclair Inlet 

Ecology Region: NWRO 

County: Kitsap 

Nearest City: Bremerton 

Location of Spill: Port of Bremerton Marina 

Cause: Structural Failure 

Ecology Responder: Agustina Cartagena-Mclean 

Incident Summary: On September 17, 2025, the decommissioned Tug Dominion sank while 
moored at Bremerton Marina in Sinclair Inlet. The Dominion is a 128-
foot WWII-era tug being renovated as a museum. The tug's owner 
believed that the 34,000-gallon capacity fuel tanks were empty but that 
there was possibly 200 gallons of lube oil on board. The marina deployed 
containment boom around the vessel and the Port of Bremerton closed 
the marina to public fishing. That evening, Ecology responders observed 
motor/lube oil and a significant amount of red-dye diesel within the boom 
being collected by sorbents. Ecology hired Clean Harbors for cleanup 
operations and a Resources at Risk summary (ICS 232) was developed. 
In addition, shoreline assessment began on September 18th with the help 
of a NOAA trajectory as tides and strong currents had allowed some of 
the oil to escape the containment boom. Divers from Resolve assessed 
the vessel while skimming operations and sorbents continued to collect 
surface oils. Ecology and Clean Harbors assisted in decontaminating 
vessels leaving the marina while WDFW and Focus Wildlife conducted 
wildlife surveys, managed deterrence measures, and handled reports of 
oiled wildlife. Two deceased birds were reported near the area, but their 
deaths were not confirmed to be related to the spill. A seal pup was also 
reported hauled out and resting on the boom. It was retrieved by WDFW 
and confirmed to not be oiled. 
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Divers worked to prepare the Dominion for salvage, which included 
lifting it with a crane so that it could be dewatered, stabilized, and 
reassessed for towing. After being partially lifted on October 5th, 
response partners determined that the rigging needed to be adjusted for 
safety. Lift bags and pumps were added to the vessel to help increase 
buoyancy and the lift was reattempted on October 10th. During the 
second lift, responders determined that the integrity of the Dominion’s 
hull was compromised and dewatering pumps were no longer a viable 
option. As the tug was no longer able to stay afloat, it was lowered back 
into the water. Additional oil releases occurred and were anticipated 
during each raise attempt. Additional sorbents were used to recover a 
majority of this oil. As of October 10th, 8,900 gallons of oily water, over 
98 tons of oiled solids, and 1,730 pounds of household hazardous waste 
have been recovered. Pollution control measures will remain in place 
until Unified Command determines the most effective path forward to 
remove the Dominion. 
 

 

 


