
 

PREASSESSMENT SCREENING OIL SPILL REPORT FORM 
 

 

ERTS# 
  

741686 

Date of Incident: 09/19/2025 

Potential Liable Party: Dale Gibbon 

Product Spilled: Diesel/Marine Gas Oil 

Spill Source: Determination (Recreational Vessel) 

Oil Spill Size Estimate: 40 Gallons  

Water Body Affected: Commencement Bay 

Ecology Region: SWRO 

County: Pierce 

Nearest City: Tacoma 

Location of Spill: Marina at Browns Point 

Cause: Unknown 

Ecology Responder: Courtney Serad 

Incident Summary: On September 19, 2025, the 60-foot recreational vessel Determination 
sank at the Marina at Browns Point in Tacoma, resulting in a spill of 
diesel to Commencement Bay. The vessel's owner reported that the fuel 
tanks contained and estimated 400 gallons of diesel. Responders 
observed sheen around the vessel, but a USCG drone overflight 
confirmed that the release was confined to the marina. Responders 
surrounded the vessel with containment boom and sorbents. The owner 
hired TowBoat US through his insurance with a plan for divers to plug 
fuel ports and vents to prevent any further release until salvage the 
following morning. However, a lack of available divers resulted in 
Ecology responders monitoring the boom and sorbents overnight. The 
boom was successful in containing most of the spill. The following day, 
the USCG hired Ballard Diving and Republic Services to remove fuel 
from the tanks. An estimated 360 gallons of diesel was recovered, leaving 
an estimated 40 gallons spilled to the water. Ecology is working with 
Republic Services to determine the amount of oil recovered in sorbents. 
With the pollution threat removed, the vessel owner and marina are 
devising a plan to raise the Determination. It will remain boomed until it 
is removed from the water. There were no reported wildlife impacts 
during the response. 

 

 


