
 

PREASSESSMENT SCREENING OIL SPILL REPORT FORM 
 

 

ERTS# 
  

742101 

Date of Incident: 10/08/2025 

Potential Liable Party: Inland Empire Paper Company 

Product Spilled: Mineral Oil/Transformer Oil 

Spill Source: Inland Empire Paper Company Milll (Pulp Mill) 

Oil Spill Size Estimate: 35 Gallons  

Water Body Affected: Spokane River 

Ecology Region: ERO 

County: Spokane 

Nearest City: Millwood 

Location of Spill: Inland Empire Paper Company 

Cause: Mechanical Failure 

Ecology Responder: Jacob Belsher 

Incident Summary: On October 8, 2025, Inland Empire Paper Company (IEP) reported that a 
faulty heat exchanger at their facility released an estimated 935 gallons of 
non-PCB mineral oil, with an estimate of 35 gallons from an outfall to 
the Spokane River. The same oil/water heat exchanger was the source of 
a similar incident in December 2023. Both incidents occurred in the early 
stages of facility re-start after an offline maintenance period. IEP hired 
GrayMar for cleanup response. GrayMar created a collection point using 
containment boom above Upriver Dam. The Spokane River was flowing 
around 1,2000 CFS at the time, allowing for a slow migration of oil from 
the source outfall to the collection point. Ecology monitored clean-up 
until the endpoint of 72 hours of no observed sheen at the outfall was met 
on October 15. No wildlife impacts were reported. 

 

 


