
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAM Newsletter #17 – August 2025 
Collectively improving stormwater management 

Coming Soon: Round 5 SAM Study Solicitation 
SAM and Stormwater Work Group (SWG) will open its next Request for Proposals (RFP) in late September 2025. We received several new study ideas 
on stormwater BMP effectiveness and source identification through a public survey. A subgroup of the SWG is actively reviewing the proposed ideas 
and developing a new list of preferred study topics to guide this round. 

This same subgroup will also help review incoming proposals and provide feedback throughout the selection process. Projects will be funded using 
revenue collected in 2025–2026. 

Key dates begin in mid-September, with Letters of Intent due from applicants by October 24, 2025. We're seeking innovative study proposals focused 
on stormwater BMP effectiveness and source identification. To help potential applicants plan ahead, we’ve posted the full solicitation schedule on 
our website. 

View the full schedule and timeline 

If you’re interested in participating in the SWG subgroup to help review proposals and shape this round of SAM-funded studies, please contact Raghu 
Namburi. 

Call for Permeable Pavements Data 
Faculty at Washington State University are starting a new SAM project to determine the economics and lifecycle costs of installing and maintaining 
permeable pavements. The study will evaluate the performance of porous asphalt (PA) and pervious concrete (PC) pavement installations. 

We are seeking installation, operations, and maintenance cost data from cities, counties, and other jurisdictions in the Puget Sound region. 
Requested information should include, at a minimum, the total area of pavement, year of installation or maintenance, and the associated costs. 

We will maintain the strictest confidentiality to ensure that cost data cannot be linked to individuals, agencies, consulting firms, or other entities. 
Please send information or questions to lid.inquiries@wsu.edu — the project team welcomes your inquiries! 

Status & Trend Scientist Subgroup Restarted 
The Status and Trend Scientist Subgroup of the Stormwater Work Group reconvened on July 24, 2025, and will continue meeting monthly to guide 
SAM's long-term monitoring projects in Western Washington. 

The next meeting is scheduled for August 21, 2025. If you’re interested in joining the subgroup or would like more information, please contact 
Chelsea Morris. 

Meeting notes and materials for the subgroup are available online: 

• July 24 Meeting Notes 

• Meeting Materials 

SAM Annual Report & Permit Cycle Booklet 
We’re excited to announce the release of a new booklet showcasing SAM study findings from 2019–2024. This booklet compiles fact sheets from 15 
completed studies and 4 interim reports on long-term research, providing a comprehensive source of SAM's collective findings. 

This is the second booklet compiling SAM studies—the first covered the 2013–2019 period—making it easier than ever to see the progress and impact of 
SAM’s work over time. 

Read the new SAM booklet 

Catch up on completed or nearly complete SAM projects 
• Bioretention Hydrologic Performance Study 

This field study assessed 50 bioretention facilities in operation for more than 10 years by measuring infiltration rates, soil composition, vegetation, 
and comparing maintenance practices. 
View the fact sheet 

• Selecting the Right Plants for Roadside Ditches 
This study evaluated six plant blends to identify fast-establishing, low-maintenance vegetation that can outcompete invasives and improve 
stormwater quality in varied ditch conditions. 
View fact sheet 

• BMP Maintenance Conditions 
This study assessed conditions affecting the performance of Best Management Practices (BMPs) and provided guidance on effective maintenance 
strategies. 
View fact sheet 

• Puget Sound Nearshore Mussel Sampling (2021-2022) 
The 2021-2022 sampling campaign examined nearshore water quality and habitat conditions to inform regional stormwater management 
strategies. 
View fact sheet 

 

 

Stormwater Action Monitoring (SAM) is a collaborative, regional stormwater monitoring program that is funded by more than 90 Western Washington 
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cities and counties, the ports of Seattle and Tacoma, Washington State Department of Transportation, and the US Navy.  

All active SAM projects have a dedicated page on SAM’s webpages www.ecy.wa.gov/SAM. Completed projects are moved to the ‘accordions’ on the 
Effectiveness Studies, Source ID Projects, or Status and Trends web pages.  
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