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Collectively improving stormwater management

Round 5 Moves into Review and Selection Phase

SAM and Stormwater Work Group (SWG) opened its next Request for Proposals (RFP) in late September 2025 and received several new study proposals
on stormwater BMP effectiveness and source identification. A subgroup of the SWG reviewed the short proposals and gave feedback that applicants
will consider when preparing their full proposals. See our summary of the short proposals.

After applicants submit their full proposals in January, the subgroup will evaluate the proposals again and prepare their final recommendations. In
early April, SWG will hold a workshop to hear presentations from each applicant on their proposal. All permittees and interested parties are invited.
Discussions and voting will follow. View the full schedule and timeline.

Questions about the process? Contact Raghu Namburi.

PRO-C Finds SAM Implementation a Continued Success

For the fourth time, the PRO-C evaluated Ecology's implementation of SAM and finds it to be an overall success. Review the 2025 report card and
recommendations.

As the service provider for SAM, Ecology aims to provide credible and transparent accountability for expenditures of permittee funds to implement
SAM with oversight by the PRO-C. Ecology delivers regular budget and progress reports all of which are available from the SAM Administration

webpage.

Municipal Staff Needed for Infiltration Testing Language Review

The City of Tacoma is inviting municipal staff to participate in the development of updated infiltration testing language for the Washington
Stormwater Management Manuals. The draft language will be developed by professionals conducting infiltration assessments under Ecology's direction.
Municipal staff are needed to review the draft language and attend technical review workshops. Contact Kyle Amoroso at KAmoroso@tacoma.gov if
you have interest or questions.

Tracking Emerging Contaminants in Regional Stormwater

Teams across the region are sampling stormwater and stormwater sediment for this new project focused on several Contaminants of Emerging
Concern (CECs). Led by Tacoma, the project revisits a 2009-2013 sampling effort at 16 sites across Western Washington.

Samples are being analyzed for 6PPD-quinone, vehicle-derived constituents, PFAS, tire and road wear particles (TRWP), and microplastics. The team
is also testing for the same chemistry parameters evaluated more than a decade ago to better understand changes in stormwater quality over time.

The team recently published a literature review that summarizes current scientific and analytical methods to guide sampling. Read the literature
review and visit the project website to learn more about the on-going work. The project is expected to continue through 2027.

Catch up on completed or nearly complete SAM projects

o Water budgets of individual local trees
In phase 2 of this field study, researchers quantified annual transpiration rates and annual canopy interception rates for evergreen and deciduous
street trees native to the Pacific Northwest.
View the fact sheet

e Longevity of biological protection using bioretention
This lab study evaluated the standard bioretention soil media performance in reducing acute toxicity from urban stormwater for 13 simulated
years.
View the fact sheet

e Paired watershed retrofit & restoration interim findings
Another installment from our multi-year watershed-scale stormwater retrofit effectiveness study. This interim report covers 8 years of retrofit
monitoring.
View the fact sheet

Stormwater Action Monitoring (SAM) is a collaborative, regional stormwater monitoring program that is funded by more than 90 Western Washington
cities and counties, the ports of Seattle and Tacoma, Washington State Department of Transportation, and the US Navy.

All active SAM projects have a dedicated page on SAM’s webpages www.ecy.wa.gov/SAM. Completed projects are moved to the ‘accordions’ on the
Effectiveness Studies, Source ID Projects, or Status and Trends web pages.
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