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Overview
1 The Water Quality Assessment and Policy 1-11

2 The WQA Process 

3 Tools for Viewing the WQA

4 Questions
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The Federal Clean Water Act (CWA)
• Objective: “Restore and maintain the chemical, physical and 

biological integrity of the Nation’s waters”

• Requires states to regulates pollutants within state waters.
• Adopt water quality standards
• Submit 303(d) list and 305(b) report
• Develop and implement Clean Up Plans (TMDLs) for 303(d) waters

o Limit pollutant discharge through NPDES permits
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The Water Quality Assessment



What is the Water Quality Assessment?
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• Clean Water Act requirement to provide “Integrated Report” on 
Water Quality to EPA every two years

• 303(d) – Impaired waters not supporting designated uses
• 305(b) – General report on water quality

• Comprehensive assessment of health of Washington’s surface 
waters based on all readily available data

• Analyzes data within a waterbody to determine if a designated 
use is persistently impaired – parameter specific



Category Impairment Status

Category 1:  Meets Tested Standards
Not impaired or not known to be impaired

No cleanup plan needed

Category 2:  Waters of Concern
Not impaired or not known to be impaired

No cleanup plan needed

Category 3:  Insufficient Data
Not impaired or not known to be impaired

No cleanup plan needed

Category 4:  A – Has a TMDL
                      B – Pollution Control Program
                      C – Non-pollutant

Impaired
No cleanup plan needed

Category 5: The 303(d) List Impaired
Cleanup plan needed

WQA Categories
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Category determinations are 
parameter and waterbody specific

Category 1: E. coli
Category 2: Dissolved Oxygen
Category 5: Temperature

Assessment Unit 

Different Assessment Units 



Water Quality Policy 1-11

• Chapter 1: Describes all components of 
the WQA, including parameter specific 
methodologies.

• Chapter 2: Credible data for water 
quality management.
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Policy 1-11, Chapter 1

• Narrative description of parameter

• How we evaluate the data

• Data requirements to meet each 
category

8



6 Submit to EPA for approval

5 Internal, Tribal, public reviews

4 Waters placed into categories

3 Review and analyze the data

2 “Call for Data”

1 Update policy & other items

The WQA 
Process
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Policy 1-11 Update

• Updated March 2023
1. NEW - Harmful Algae Blooms Methodology

2. Non-substantial revisions

3. Overall accessibility update
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“Call for Data”

• Completed Fall 2022
• > 115 million data points

• Notification to partners to submit data
• Numeric Data
• Narrative Submittals

• Evaluating data 2012 – 2021
11
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Data Evaluated

• Numeric Data 
• Parameters in our water quality standards 

and sediment management standards
• WAC 173-201A
• WAC 173-204

• EIM, Water Quality Portal, USGS gauge data

• Narrative Information
• Turbidity – Spokane River
• Ocean Acidification
• 6PPD
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Review and analyze data
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Water 
Quality 
Portal

EIM

Standards
& 

Assessme
nt Units

Filter 
&  

Flag
Data

WQAA Database
Georeference data 

to assessment units

Stand-
ardize
Data

Analyze data against 
Policy 1-11 (WQS)

OUTPUT
Category determinations for 

upload to database

Formatting before upload to 
Ecology/ATTAINS databases



Waters placed into categories 
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Category

Category 1:  Meets Tested Standards

Category 2:  Waters of Concern

Category 3:  Insufficient Data

Category 4:  A – Has a TMDL
                      B – Pollution Control Program
                      C – Non-pollutant

Category 5: The 303(d) List

Listing ID = 
 parameter + 
 medium + 
 designated use+
 assessment unit

Category 5/4A listings carry over 
until designated uses are met



Internal, tribal and public review

• 3 stages of review

• ~9 months for all review and responses

Result = 

• Final 303(d) list and 305(b) report

• Integrated Report ready for submission to 
EPA
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Submit to EPA for approval

• EPA has 30 days to review

• Ensure submission meets Clean Water Act requirements

• Approve 303(d) list
• Category 5, 4A, and 4B

• EPA can place waters on the list during review
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EPA Review



Outcomes of WQA
• States use WQA results to prioritize and 

develop TMDLs to clean-up impaired waters

• Considered in environmental permits

• Inform funding decisions

• Tribes, governments, and stakeholders use 
results

• Design monitoring/improvement projects

• Incorporate into environmental 
reporting/analyses

• Telling WQ success stories
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Limitations of WQA

• Data availability (spatial/temporal)

• Standards/policy changes

• Regulatory requirements

• Pollution sources not identified
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Tools for Viewing the WQA
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Listing info

Assessment unit info

Recent data evaluation (post-
2006), applicable criteria

Historical data (pre-2006)

Clarifying notes on listing
Link to raw data
Link to WQ Atlas
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2022 WQA

• Displaying all years with data

• Highlighted years represent years 
driving category determination
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Water Quality Atlas

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/waterqualityatlas/wqa/map

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/waterqualityatlas/wqa/map


2022 Water Quality Assessment
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Current timeline

Summer 2023 
-

Spring 2024

Data analysis

Data from 2012-2021

Summer 
2024

Internal Review
30 days

Fall 
2024

Tribal & EPA Review
30 days

Spring
2025

Submit to EPA
30 days

Winter
2024

Public Review
60 days

2024-26 WQA 
Begins



Questions?

29

Justin Donahue
Justin.donahue@ecy.wa.gov
(360) 628-3630

Stay up to date with the Water Quality 
Assessment!
Ecology E-mail List
• Water quality – program information
• Water quality improvement

mailto:jusd461@ecy.wa.gov
https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Who-we-are/News/Email-lists
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