Stormwater Work Group
Meeting Summary

Wednesday February 11, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Meeting Overview

The Stormwater Work Group (SWG) held a virtual meeting on February 11, 2026.
Meeting topics included:

e Vote to approve new SWG Voting Members

e SAM Puget Nearshore Study Presentation

e Ecology’s Request for Legislation for Lab Accreditation Presentation
e Updates on Charter and Work Plan Subgroup

e Stormwater Action Monitoring Updates and Timeline

Meeting Participants
83 people participated in this SWG meeting. People included:

16 Voting Members

Present: Don McQuilliams, Brad Archbold, Jessica Atlakson, Jessica Huybregts, Kelsey Payne,
George Tuttle, Jacob Blair, Dana de Leon, Meiring Borcherds, Maureen Meehan, Dara Osborne,
Trey George, Rich Sheibley, Abby Barnes, Katrina Radach, Rae Eaton

Absent: Nick Hehemann, Jeff Killelea, Mindi Kellar, Lori Blair

There are 26 total voting member spots in the SWG. Currently, there are 20 filled
positions. There are vacancies in the Federal, Tribal, Environmental, and Business
caucuses.

5 Ecology Administrative Staff
Julian Carroll, Raghu Namburi, Emma Froembling, Shelby Giltner, Leslie Connelly

Ecology administrative staff support the SWG through membership outreach,
coordinating PRO-C and SAM, organizing the agenda, notetaking, meeting
facilitation, virtual meeting technical support, updating the SWG website, and
managing the SWG listserv.

62 Additional Attendees
Vranesic, Katie Hennebert, Diane Schwing, Jessica (ECY)
Larson-Pugh, Laurie J River Wan Eli J Mackiewicz



Langness, Mariko (DFW)
Mukerjee, Pallavi (ECY)
Rue, Alan (ECY)

Kaparos, Andrew

Lisa Jones

Megan Folkers

Ethan Bacci

Baker, Morgan D (DFW)
Sutton, Dorie

Fields, Troy

Anna Mikulis

Chloe Fender

Perniciaro, Yago (ECY)
Hattaway, Madison (ECY)
Holt, Zackary (External)
Royce Young
Mittelstaedt, Hannah (PSP)
Tammie Wilson

Lane, Rachael F

Thank you as always to our voting representatives, members, staff, and partner organizations

Charles Dewey

Stella Collier

Stefanie Stockwell
Maupin, Morgan F. (ECY)
Barb Tope

Aislin Gallagher
Waterman, Amy B. (ECY)
Paul C. Beskow
Nordstrom, Danielle L (DFW)
Stockwell, Abbey (ECY)
Curtis Hinman

Harrison Holzgang

Phil Sayamnet

Johnson, Patricia (ECY)
Podnozova, Arina
Mitchell, Chelsea

Sara J. Hutton

Joseph seidell

Zehner, Sarah (ECY)

for your commitment to the SWG community.

Sincerely,

Don McQuilliams, SWG Chair

Brad Archbold, SWG Chair

Julian Carroll, SWG Coordinator

Colleen Mitchell
Windy Kruse
Emma Trewhitt
Sean Dixon
Monika Glandorff
Blaine Chesterfield
David Kangiser
Jeff Davis

Gilliland, Raquel (PSP)
Sarah M. Mastrian
Finch, Bryson (ECY)
Ehlebracht, Mike
Alan Chapman
Walcker, Cynthia
Modie, Troy
Patrick Hutchins
jmsloring

Stefan Grozev



Full Meeting Summary

Vote to approve new SWG Members

e George Tuttle nominated as Agriculture member
o 11Yes,0No-VOTED IN
e Jacob Blair nominated as Business member
o 11votesYes, 1 No—VOTED IN
e Kelsey Payne nominated as Tribal member
o 12votes Yes, 0 No—VOTED IN
e Vacancies in Federal, Tribal, Environmental, and Business Caucus Voting Members
o Send any nominations for new voting members to julian.carroll@ecy.wa.gov

SAM Presentation: Puget Nearshore Study - Mariko Langness

e Presentation Link - This presentation will provide the current status and trends
assessment of Puget Sound nearshore mussel contaminant levels. The status of
contaminants in the nearshore during the 2024 survey, changes occurring between the
2022 and 2024 surveys conducted across the Puget Lowland ecoregion, and trends
occurring over the entire SAM study period (2016-2024) within the Puget Sound urban
growth areas will be discussed.

Q&A

Question: Since the PCB trends could be related to other sources/pathways not fully associated
with stormwater management, how will these data and conclusions be considered/shared
within other Programs at ECY? CAP Implementation group in HWTR Program?

Answer: One goal is to share results with other groups — please send suggestions to Mariko on
how to do this best. We are pretty focused on 6PPD and PFAS now in HWTR — there is not a
current plan to go back and revisit the chemical action plan.

Question: Are you also looking at other potential sources for these pollutants? Is there a
deeper dive?

Answer: Early on we had done a study on broader landscape variables and potential sources.
We looked at proximity to marine systems, large landscape variables, etc. based on
classifications of development. There is a better summary of that in the 2015/16 or 16/17
results.


mailto:julian.carroll@ecy.wa.gov
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_1962/Documents/StormwaterWorkGroup/SWG%20SAM%20Puget%20Nearshore%20Study%20Presentation.pdf

Question: Could increase in PCBs since 2022 have any correlation with the 2024-2025 clean up
in Duwamish River or would that be very localized?

Answer: We saw increases across all the strata, almost the entire region. It could potentially be

connected, but it seems more like a broader increase across all sites.

Ecology Presentation: Request for Legislation for Lab Accreditation -
Pallavi Mukerjee and Alan Rue

Presentation Link - A presentation on Ecology’s Agency Request for Legislation (ARL) for
lab accreditation fees. We will discuss what the issue is that prompted our proposal for
an Agency Request for Legislation, what is the proposal, where it is in the legislative
process, and why it matters.
Why did we initiate an ARL?

o We proposed to create a dedicated account to collect funds to ensure that fees

collected support the work they intend to do. It will build sustainable and
dependable funding for this program.
SB 6151 - Currently it is in the Rules Committee waiting on a second reading.
Lab operators reasonably expect that the fees they pay to Ecology will be used to
provide timely, effective services.
A dedicated account to deposit fees will help Ecology manage demand for our
accreditation services and technical assistance to environmental laboratories.
This is beneficial to Washingtonians and overburdened communities by assuring that
funding is available to accredited laboratories to provide credible data that is useful for
public health.

Updates from our partners

Puget Sound Ecosystem and Monitoring Program (PSEMP) - Katrina Radach, PSEMP
Manager

2026-2030 Action Agenda now open for public comment: Puget Sound Partnership is
soliciting public feedback on the Action Agenda, our community’s shared plan for
advancing Puget Sound recovery. Submit a formal comment letter or provide feedback
on specific sections of the Action Agenda using an online form. Comments due February
3, more information and review materials linked here.

Puget Sound Legislative Priorities: In December the Puget Sound Leadership Council
adopted 2026 Puget Sound Legislative Priorities to guide the recovery community's


https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_1962/Documents/StormwaterWorkGroup/SWG%20Ecology%20Lab%20Accreditation%20Presentation.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.psp.wa.gov%2F2026AAupdate.php&data=05%7C02%7Cjuca461%40ECY.WA.GOV%7C6860414da74d428b3d4108de5a19b90d%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639047263678026961%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TyrzwA6nIrUhkgT30o37lUsesxKFcZsF3QqWuVySpG4%3D&reserved=0

efforts during the current legislative session. Key topics include flood disaster
preparedness and response, budget integrity, funding capital grants, land use and
habitat protection, permit streamlining, and stormwater and 6PPD. More information
linked here. Legislative updates will be posted on PSP's website here.

National Estuary Program Stormwater Strategic Initiative Lead (NEP SIL) - Dustin
Bilhimer, Stormwater SIL Toxics in Fish Implementation Lead

e The Stormwater SIL is continuing microplastic workshops in 2026 and has the recordings
from the December 4 “What’s the Problem with Microplastics” workshop available on
the Microplastic Strategy EZView. The workshops are in support of Puget Sound
recovery and will be an update to the Toxics in Aquatic Life Implementation Strategy.
The microplastic pollution problem spans stormwater and wastewater, and the health
of aquatic species and humans. The next two workshops (March 17 and May 5) will
focus on intervention actions for prevention, source control, and exposure & health risk
reduction. Workshop Zoom registration links and resource documents are available on
the EZView.

e Question: Are you able to provide any general info about what we should expect from
the Stormwater SIL over the next year or so? Is it waiting for the 2026-2030 PS Action
Agenda to be updated? Is there funding from Federal govt? Etc.

o We are continuing to manage a portfolio of work including 6PPD and PFAS
research, climate resilience, stormwater parks, retrofit planning and more, and
get a few new contracts out to bid. We are continuing to wait for word from EPA
on funding for 3.0. We are hopeful that will come ($ has been appropriated) but
don't have a date. Stay tuned! As 2.0 projects start to wrap up in 2027, we are
going to work on synthesizing and sharing out results.

Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) - Madison Rose Bristol, 6PPD
Stormwater Planner; Morgan Baker, 6PPD Management Analyst

e NEBC Conference: Managing Stormwater in Washington
o Ecology will be presenting

e Green Infrastructure Conference

o Ecology will be presenting

Municipal Caucus Updates

e About 100 members meet quarterly to discuss items of interest

e Last meeting focused on the SAM round 5 process — voting on which of the proposals
will be ranked highest. Each of the 121 municipalities will get 1 vote. All 17 proposals
will be presented on April 7th at the City Hall in Bellevue
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https://washingtonstormwater.com/
https://www.stewardshippartners.org/gisummit/

e Upcoming meeting on March 18th — focused on procedure for voting, identifying voters,
etc.

SWG 6PPD Subgroup

e SWG 6PPD Subgroup Met on February 19th 10am - 12pm. Important topics include:
o Washington Stormwater Center is set to study BMP effectiveness to reduce
6PPDQ
o Presentation on removal of tire reefs — link to slides
o Presentation on porous pavement - link to slides
e Adopt-a-Downspout - Stewardship Partners

PRO-C Updates

e Reviewed 2025 Q3 report — should be posted soon

e City of Tacoma project has launched

e Phase Il of monitoring in Tacoma is currently being reviewed by the contracting unit

e \WSU project and statement of work is underway

e PRO-Cis always looking for new people to join. If you are interested in helping, please
contact Raghu at rnam461@ecy.wa.gov

SAM Updates

e SAM Round 5 Solicitation Timeline

o April 7th: Proposal presentations at an in-person workshop (hybrid) hosted by
the SWG and City of Bellevue. Followed by survey sent to permittees to gather
feedback and voting on projects.

o May 13th: Quarterly SWG meeting, where proposals will be introduced to the
SWG and feedback from the April surveys will be shared.

o July 8th: Special SWG meeting where SWG members will discuss and vote on
project proposals.

Internal SWG Affairs

e Charter and Work Plan Subgroup - Drafting the new Charter, Bylaws, and 2026-2027
Work Plan
o First meeting took place on Feb 18t
o We will be meeting on the third Wednesday of every month from 1-2 pm PST. If
you are interested in joining, please contact julian.carroll@ecy.wa.gov.



https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_1962/Documents/StormwaterWorkGroup/6PPD%20Tire%20Pile%20Removal%20Presentation.pdf
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_1962/Documents/StormwaterWorkGroup/6PPD%20Porous%20Pavement%20Presentation.pdf
https://www.stewardshippartners.org/adopt-a-downspout/
mailto:rnam461@ecy.wa.gov
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Future Meeting Dates

The next regular SWG meeting is May 13, 2026. Please also mark your calendars for September
9, and November 18, 2026 — all Wednesdays, from 9am - 12pm. We may occasionally extend
our meeting time, and any extended meeting time will be determined at the previous meeting.

At our meeting on Wednesday, May 13 we will:

e View SAM presentations
e Hear updates from our partners, PRO-C, and SAM studies
e Hear SAM Round 5 proposals and feedback from the April permittee surveys

Stay in Touch by Joining these Email Distribution Lists

You can join any or all of our email lists on your GovDelivery Subscriber Preferences Page. Enter

your email address, click to add subscriptions, and navigate to the Water Quality Program list to
find: STORMWATER-WORK-GROUP meeting agendas, materials, and summaries of our meetings,
and additional announcements related to our work; STORMWATER-ACTION-MONITORING: up to
three newsletters per year to hear about SAM study findings and upcoming workshops; and SWG-
6PPD-SUBGROUP for meeting agendas and notes of those discussions.

View the SWG Website

We regularly update the SWG website with information about upcoming meetings, past
meeting materials, and important SWG documents. If you have additional questions about the
SWG, contact julian.carroll@ecy.wa.gov.



https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/subscriber/new?preferences=true
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/site/alias__1962/37108/stormwater_work_group.aspx
mailto:julian.carroll@ecy.wa.gov
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