Stormwater Work Group
Meeting Summary

Wednesday May 13, 2026 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Meeting Overview

The Stormwater Work Group (SWG) held a virtual meeting on May 13, 2026.
Meeting topics included:

e Vote to approve new SWG members

e SAM Round 5 Permittee Survey Updates

e SAM Lower Columbia Study Presentation

e USGS Presentation on Duwamish Lower Green Storm Drain StreamStats Application
e Survey for 2026-2028 SWG Work Plan Objectives

Meeting Participants
83 people participated in this SWG meeting. People included:

19 Voting Members

Present: Nick Hehemann, Don McQuilliams, Royce Young, Brad Archbold, Jessica Atlakson,
Jessica Huybregts, Kelsey Payne, George Tuttle, Jacob Blair, Meiring Borcherds, Maureen
Meehan, Dara Osborne, Rich Sheibley, Abby Barnes, Katrina Radach, Rae Eaton, Jeff Killelea,
Mindi Kellar, Lori Blair

Absent: Dana de Leon, Trey George

There are 26 total voting member spots in the SWG. Currently, there are 21 filled
positions. There are vacancies in the Federal, Environmental, and Business
caucuses.

4 Ecology Administrative Staff
Julian Carroll, Raghu Namburi, Emma Froembling, Shelby Giltner

Ecology administrative staff support the SWG through membership outreach,
coordinating PRO-C and SAM, organizing the agenda, notetaking, meeting
facilitation, virtual meeting technical support, updating the SWG website, and
managing the SWG listserv.

60 Additional Attendees
Rathmell, Katie (ECY) Cox, Matthew Ryan, Tiffany
Hennebert, Diane Holt, Zackary Korina Stark



River Wan

Vranesic, Katie

Aislin Gallagher
Sutton, Dorie

Blaine Chesterfield
Cole Eskridge

Patrick Hutchins
Stockwell, Abbey (ECY)
Bilhimer, Dustin (ECY)
Anna Mikulis

Chad Hoxeng

James Morrill

Bob Hutton

Baker, Morgan D (DFW)

Phil Sayamnet
Shaffer, Erika (DNR)

Shuman-Goodier, Molly (DFW)

Kali Ledeboer

Lily Alvarez

McClellan, Shannon (ECY)
Kendall Marez

Maupin, Morgan F. (ECY)
Johnson, Patricia (ECY)
James Packman

Fields, Troy

Jay Scherger

Fernanda Serrano

Stella Collier

Walcker, Cynthia

Eli J Mackiewicz

Modie, Troy

Finch, Bryson (ECY)
Jordan Perkins
McClusky, Paris (PSP)

Ellie Kriegel

Brad Doll

Mackenzie Cavanagh
Gail Cabahug
Ehlebracht, Mike
Mohamedali, Teizeen
(ECY)

Adam Goodwin

Sean Kelly

Devra Cohen

Dunn, Sarah B

Emily E. Smith

Emma L. Lautanen
Caleb Jansen

Emma Trewhitt
Ethan Bacci

Stefan Grozev

Thank you as always to our voting representatives, members, staff, and partner organizations
for your commitment to the SWG community.

Sincerely,
Don McQuilliams, SWG Chair
Brad Archbold, SWG Chair

Julian Carroll, SWG Coordinator



Full Meeting Summary

Vote to approve new SWG Members

e Tammie Wilson of the Muckleshoot Tribe nominated as Tribal member
o 17 Yes,0No—-VOTED IN
e Vacancies in Federal, Environmental, and Business Caucus Voting Members
o Send any nominations for new voting members to julian.carroll@ecy.wa.gov

PROC Updates

e Discussed draft Q1 2026 report
o PROC is currently reviewing — should be a few weeks until it’s available on the
website
e PROC is at minimum level of members — please reach out to Jessica Atlakson if anyone is

interested in joining

SAM Updates and Round 5 Permittee Survey Results - Raghu Namburi

e SAM updates:
o PROC reviewed and approved the latest version of Round 3 projects
o City of Tacoma SEA project started as a Round 4 project and is starting the
second part of their project soon
o Mussel study reviewed and approved site changes
o City of Tacoma infiltration methods project — this workshop has started its
consulting. They have 2 more workshops until they have drafted language to
update stormwater manual
e Round 5 Proposal Permittee Survey Results
o Below is a quick snapshot of the voting results
* These rankings will be used as a guideline for SWG voting at the July 8t
special meeting
= 8-10 projects is the maximum amount that SAM can administer for each
permit cycle
= For more detailed SAM Effectiveness Study Voting results and
information please contact Raghu Namburi at
raghu.namburi@ecy.wa.gov



mailto:julian.carroll@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:jatlakson@redmond.gov
mailto:raghu.namburi@ecy.wa.gov

Voting Results

Proposal | 1st Choice 2nd Choice |3rd Choice| Total

(3 points) (2 points) (1 point) Points
FPO2 1 6 2 17
FPO3 4 2 B 22
FPO5 1 3 8 17
FPOG a8 14 10 62
FPO7 9 3 2 35
FPO8 17 7 9 74
FPO9 0 1 4 ]
FP10 10 3 2 38
FP11 1 2 5 12
FP12 0 2 4 8
FP13 1 2 2 9
FP14 7 15 4 55
FP15 5 2 4 23
FP16 2 4 4 18
FP17 3 3 3 18

o SWG has a special meeting on July 8" dedicated to voting on how to allocate
SAM funds. Please attend if you are able and come prepared to discuss.

=  SWG Special Meeting Invite
= The Municipal Caucus will meet on June 17 and can provide

notes/feedback to our SWG voting members by the end of that week

Q&A

Question: Realistically managing 8-10 projects is doable. Is that 8-10 if we are also including the
Tacoma and WSU projects that are currently being implemented?

Answer: The 9-project cutoff would be okay even if it includes the current projects. (May
depend on what Cheslea Morris’ capacity is when returning in July)

Question: Who determines the total SAM budget for a Permit cycle? Is $9.3 million for
effectiveness studies and $5.5 million for S&T necessary in the future permit/s cycles
(particularly with capacity issues).

Answer: It’s PROC and SWG that determines the total SAM budget for a Permit cycle.


https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_1962/Documents/StormwaterWorkGroup/SWG%20Special%20Meeting%207.8.26.ics

SAM Lower Columbia Study Presentation: Chad Hoxeng & James Morrill

e Presentation Link: An update on the SAM Study focused on the Lower Columbia River.
Stormwater Action Monitoring (SAM) conducts status and trends monitoring of urban
streams in the Lower Columbia River region to track how stormwater runoff from urban
areas affects the health of small, wadable streams.

Q&A
Question: How much longer is this project scheduled to run?

Answer: This project will continue to run indefinitely until told otherwise. It is a part of Status &
Trends Subgroup.

Question: Do you plan to use LISP data to look at other long-term trends in Mill/Cougar creeks?
Sediment trends would be interesting.

Answer: Yes, we are using Oregon WQ trend analysis to produce a score of stream conditions.
Currently working on a summary report.

Question: What is your annual cost for running the program?

Answer: About $200,000 a year.

Question: How many streams/sections were monitored?

Answer: 21 streams total.

Question: How many sites do you do each year?

Answer: About 20% (3-4) of sites are visited each year.

Question: How are you handling the mass amount of data and managing and processing it?

Answer: There is a WQ database for accessing the data. Out of 9 sites, 20-23 years is about
15,000 data points. 15-minute continuous data is updated in a database called Aquarius.


https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_1962/Documents/StormwaterWorkGroup/SAM%205%20Year%20Summary%20Lower%20Columbia.pdf

Updates from Our Partners

Puget Sound Ecosystem and Monitoring Program (PSEMP) - Katrina Radach, PSEMP
Coordinator

e Lunch and Learn: How to Effectively Communicate Chronic Environmental Risks: Join
PSEMP at 12pm on June 9th to learn from Sea & Shore Solutions about a new guidebook
for communicating risk and uncertainty, designed to help Puget Sound scientists and 3
communicators translate complex, uncertain findings into messages that resonate with
decision-makers, community members, and industry partners. This lunch and learn will
cover the key psychological and cultural barriers that shape how audiences perceive and
respond to environmental risk, and present evidence-based strategies for maximizing
the impact of your communications. Please register in advance.
e New Communications resources:
o Priority Audience Workbook: A resource to guide individuals on why it is
important to identify key audiences, how to craft messages, measuring success,
and approaching engagement. Priority Audience Workbook

o Science Communication Workbook: A resource to guide individuals on how to
approach science communication, elevating key components of crafting
messages with intention, and how to approach messaging with data
visualization. Science Communication Workbook

o The River Within Our Veins (video): This documentary details the incredible
efforts of a network of Tribal, public, and private organizations working together
to study, monitor, and restore Puget Sound. To save our salmon, we must all
work together to protect the connections that keep our home and their habitat
healthy. Despite their resilience, salmon need our continued support to ensure
that they remain an iconic species in the Salish Sea for generations to come. The
River Within Our Veins

o Find more products here!

e The next Coffee with PSEMP is June 9, 11am. This is an informal space for folks to
connect and ask all PSEMP related questions. Register ahead of time here.
o For the full PSEMP calendar, follow this link.
o Subscribe to the newsletter at this link if you haven’t yet! If you have an event,
publication, or job opportunity you'd like to share in the newsletter, please email
Hannah.Mittelstaedt@psp.wa.gov

National Estuary Program Stormwater Strategic Initiative Lead (NEP SIL) (Dustin Bilhimer)

e Next round of EPA funding (3.0) application will be submitted by May 11.
o If awarded, it will be a 7-year grant for $42 million.


https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/owr9BXxYTsCcu182pEZ-ww
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpspwa.box.com%2Fs%2Frtpm53b6667owgfp772xcrae7xejwfl0&data=05%7C02%7Cjuca461%40ECY.WA.GOV%7C48291aba871440eea3df08deaafd5479%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639136202182221601%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iOdoMKxRl%2BLCFkVVCE5JRhjnaK4%2FOonXlZPR8FjvjuU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpspwa.box.com%2Fs%2Fpyg50sbpd1xy4z5qsxz01avhmrs1cl66&data=05%7C02%7Cjuca461%40ECY.WA.GOV%7C48291aba871440eea3df08deaafd5479%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639136202182248574%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t2iXPKbZAIZJWKvk0Rw1RhADydzq9kne%2F7GvPopmZas%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2F1185661064&data=05%7C02%7Cjuca461%40ECY.WA.GOV%7C48291aba871440eea3df08deaafd5479%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639136202182268241%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=X0kFFubs9fzOHxfI30SW6dMx%2BGjvqBOxza1Nb9pEYYQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2F1185661064&data=05%7C02%7Cjuca461%40ECY.WA.GOV%7C48291aba871440eea3df08deaafd5479%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639136202182268241%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=X0kFFubs9fzOHxfI30SW6dMx%2BGjvqBOxza1Nb9pEYYQ%3D&reserved=0
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https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAPSP/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAPSP_113
mailto:Hannah.Mittelstaedt@psp.wa.gov

o The majority of this will be a pass through for stormwater research, planning,
demonstrations, design, and outreach.

e SILteam is being rebuilt.

o EPA Grants Coordinator is hired, Financial Manager hiring in process.
o Working on beginning hiring for two Planner positions.

e Third Microplastics Workshop happened on May 5: Microplastic Exposure and Health
Risk Reduction Interventions. Link for agenda, meeting recordings, and background on
all microplastics” workshops.

e EPA approved the 303(d) list for Category 5 listings contained in Washington’s 2020-
2022 Integrated Report. Assessment & 303d List - Washington State Department of
Ecology

Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) - Jeff Killelea, Water Quality Program
Section Manager

e Draft WSDOT MS4
o Proposing a new permit later this summer
o Includes opportunity to approve a draft update highway runoff manual
e Modification of Phase | MS4
o Proposing a new permit to address recent updates to codes and manuals
o Modify permits to seek public comment later this summer
o Anticipate finalization of later this year
e Early input on 2029 Phase | and Il MS4s
o Announcing it now in case there is interest in the ad hoc process to submit
formal comments
e Early input on 2028 Industrial Stormwater GP
o Reissued about 1 year and 4 months earlier than its current expiration dates
o Making the permit clear and more effective
o Starting August 2026 with goal of getting public comment February 2028 with
goal of reissuing permit in Fall of 2028

Q&A
Question: What is the equivalency of WSDOT and the stormwater manual — would it be
considered equivalent?

Answer: All public works may use the same manual.

Question: Are you able to share the ISGP settlement agreement?

Answer: We will be posting those PDFs to our webpage soon.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ezview.wa.gov%2FDesktopDefault.aspx%3FPageID%3D44036%26alias%3D1962&data=05%7C02%7Cjuca461%40ECY.WA.GOV%7C054ddc488951444484fd08deaa16e7ad%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639135212505217913%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=57QC50TMc63OKpiEg1GRjhzRCvoAs%2FFG7EUQc6fVVQA%3D&reserved=0
https://ecology.wa.gov/water-shorelines/water-quality/water-improvement/assessment-303d-list?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://ecology.wa.gov/water-shorelines/water-quality/water-improvement/assessment-303d-list?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Question: Any updates of the Sound Transit light rail study?

Answer: Sound Transit has not provided Ecology with the findings of the study yet.

Internal SWG Affairs

e Charter and Bylaws drafts have been sent out to SWG members for input and review.

e SWG 2026-2028 Work Plan Survey - SWG is gathering input on what objectives for a new
2026-2028 Work Plan should be. Please use the survey to submit ideas for new
objectives of the SWG for the next three years, including timeline and who to involve in

the process. This survey will be available until June 1st.

6PPD Subgroup Updates - Eli Mackiewicz

e February meeting hosted two presentations
o DNRTire Removal Project

o Gresham Oregon Porous Pavement Study

e |t has been about 5 years since Eli started sharing with subgroup. Please reach out to Eli
if you are interested or know someone who would be interested in joining.

USGS Presentation on Duwamish Lower Green Storm Drain StreamStats

Application — Sarah Dunn

e Presentation Link: A presentation on the USGS Duwamish Lower Green Storm Drain

StreamStats Application to provide an overview of the project goals and the tool’s
functionalities. Kristina hopes to obtain feedback from SWG on how the tool could be
used to address local concerns and what basin characteristics would be of most use for

local applications.

Q&A

Question: Have you run into any issues with the completeness of data sets?
Answer: We are still receiving data sets from people — anticipating that this may be the biggest
issue.

Question: Could you use the outfall data the MS4 Permittees just submitted to Ecology for our
annual report? King County will have CSO outfall data as well.


https://forms.office.com/g/McF302JV8B
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usgs.gov%2Fstreamstats_duwamish&data=05%7C02%7Cjuca461%40ECY.WA.GOV%7Ca381384e89ee447e8e5708de81602999%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639090447184667736%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2fe%2F%2FqbduKWJL8XjhjFH%2FVOfypgPO1nEAEtwIgfuNfs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usgs.gov%2Fstreamstats_duwamish&data=05%7C02%7Cjuca461%40ECY.WA.GOV%7Ca381384e89ee447e8e5708de81602999%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639090447184667736%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2fe%2F%2FqbduKWJL8XjhjFH%2FVOfypgPO1nEAEtwIgfuNfs%3D&reserved=0

Answer: Great Suggestions. | don’t know if we are currently planning it, but | want to follow up
about that.

Question: Can you elaborate a bit on what tools are being used to identify topographical flow
paths to intakes from the DEM? Are these in ArcGIS or via another GIS software?

Answer: I’'m not familiar with technical sites. It is a native data environment using cloud
processing. I’'m happy to follow up about this question.

Question: Are there any trainings or webinars on how to use the tool?
Answer: Yes. They are available on the website = StreamStats | U.S. Geological Survey

Question: Would this also include interventions, such as Beaver Dam Analogs, plantings, etc.?
Answer: The challenge will be finding this information already complied.


https://www.usgs.gov/streamstats

Future Meeting Dates

SWG will be hosting a special meeting to discuss and vote on the SAM Round 5 Project

Proposals, held on Wednesday, July 8" from 9am-12pm PST — Special SWG Meeting Invite. The
next regular SWG meeting is September 9, 2026. Please also mark your calendars for November
18, 2025 — Wednesday, from 9am — 12pm. We may occasionally extend our meeting time.

At our meeting on Wednesday, September 9, we will:

e Hear updates from our partners, PRO-C, and SAM studies
e Hear results from the SAM Round 5 Process

Stay in Touch by Joining these Email Distribution Lists

You can join any or all of our email lists on your GovDelivery Subscriber Preferences Page. Enter

your email address, click to add subscriptions, and navigate to the Water Quality Program list to
find: STORMWATER-WORK-GROUP meeting agendas, materials, and summaries of our meetings,
and additional announcements related to our work; STORMWATER-ACTION-MONITORING: up to
three newsletters per year to hear about SAM study findings and upcoming workshops; and SWG-
6PPD-SUBGROUP for meeting agendas and notes of those discussions.

View the SWG Website

We regularly update the SWG website with information about upcoming meetings, past
meeting materials, and important SWG documents. If you have additional questions about the
SWG, contact julian.carroll@ecy.wa.gov.
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