Stormwater Work Group
Meeting Summary

Wednesday November 12, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Meeting Overview

The Stormwater Work Group (SWG) held a virtual meeting on November 12, 2025.
Meeting topics included:

e Vote to approve new SWG Vice Chair and voting member

e Introducing new Municipal Caucus Lead

e PSEMP Presentation and Survey: PSEMP 101

e Status and Trends Presentation: Update from the Status & Trends Subgroup
e Discuss process for new charter and work plan

Meeting Participants
84 people participated in this SWG meeting. People included:

17 Voting Members

Don McQuilliams, Mindi Kellar, Trey George, Dara Osborne, Jessica Atlakson, Abby Barnes, Brad
Archbold, Lori Blair, Dana Deleon, Maureen Meehan, Meiring Borcherds, Jessica Huybregts,
Nick Hehemann, Katrina Radach, Jeff Killelea, Jane Dewell, Rae Eaton

There are 26 total voting member spots in the SWG. Currently, there are 19 filled
positions. There are vacancies in the federal, Tribal, environmental, and business
caucuses.

6 Ecology Administrative Staff
Julian Carroll, Raghu Namburi, Chelsea Morris, Emma Froembling, Shelby Giltner, Leslie
Connelly

Ecology administrative staff support the SWG through membership outreach,
coordinating PRO-C and SAM, organizing the agenda, notetaking, meeting
facilitation, virtual meeting technical support, updating the SWG website, and
managing the SWG listserv.



60 Additional Attendees

Will Riley McClellan, Shannon (ECY) Larson-Pugh, Laurie J
Mittelstaedt, Hannah (PSP) Jeff Rudolph Walcker, Cynthia

Lisa Jones Kevin D. Fitzgerald Sarah Murt

Schwing, Jessica (ECY) Amy Georgeson Chris Korwel

Fields, Troy Stella Collier Langness, Mariko (DFW)

Aislin Gallagher
Curtis Hinman
Casey, Rebecca L.
Kaparos, Andrew
Subhash Poudyal
Jeff Davis

River Wan
Jennifer Bare
Eli ] Mackiewicz
Hart, Nathan
Andrew Kenefick
Megan Folkers

Quindlen, Rachel
Bush, Tony (Guest)

Tammie Wilson (Muckleshoot)

Bothfeld, Frances (ECY)
Finch, Bryson (ECY)

Hattaway, Madison (ECY)

Aimee Navickis-Brasch
Sarah M. Mastrian
Carly M (Unverified)
Johnson, Patricia (ECY)
Rathmell, Katie (ECY)
Dobrowski, Evan (ECY)
Ehlebracht, Mike

Brian Hite

Blaine Chesterfield
Emma Trewhitt

Alan Chapman

Curtis DeGasperi
Amanda Royal

Matt Heikkila

Batts, David

Simon, Graham (ECY)
Gilliland, Raquel (PSP)
Mitchell, Chelsea
Amick, Sarah
Gilliland, Raquel (PSP)

Mohamedali, Teizeen (ECY)
Hennebert, Diane
Jay Scherger

Shuman-Goodier, Molly (DFW) Mitchell, Chelsea
Llewellyn, Liora Amick, Sarah

Thank you as always to our voting representatives, members, staff, and partner organizations
for your commitment to the SWG community.

Sincerely,
Don McQuilliams, SWG Chair
Brad Archbold, SWG Chair

Julian Carroll, SWG Manager



Full Meeting Summary

Vote to approve new SWG Vice Chair

e Don McQuilliams will act as Chair for one more year
o Votes for Chair and Co-Chair will no longer need to be concurrent
e Brad Archbold previously nominated for Vice Chair
o Vote to approve Brad Archbold - WSDOT
= All 15 votes approved Brad for Chair
e Jane Dewell nominated Mindi Kellar as our new Port representative
o Vote to approve Mindi Kellar - Port of Tacoma
= All 15 votes approved Mindi for Port Voting member
e Vacancies in Federal, Tribal, Environmental, and Business Caucus Voting Members
o Send any nominations for new voting members to julian.carroll@ecy.wa.gov

Introducing new Caucus Lead

e Eli Mackiewicz is the new Municipal caucus lead
e December 17" is scheduled for the next caucus meeting
o Will look over the SAM proposals
e If anyone wants more information about the municipal caucus, please contact Eli
Mackiewicz
e For assistance with any caucus facilitation, reach out to julian.carroll@ecy.wa.gov

PSEMP Presentation — PSEMP Overview — Hannah Mittelstaedt

e Presentation Link - This presentation provided an overview of the Puget Sound
Ecosystem Monitoring Program (PSEMP), introduced the other work groups, and
highlighted how SWG is connected to the network.

e Ashort SWG and PSEMP survey was sent out to SWG, due Dec. 17t It explores the
successes and needs around the broader topic of stormwater monitoring and should
take about 10-15 minutes to complete.

e PSEMP Objectives:

o Increase collaboration
o Support adaptive management
o Improve communication

e In 2021 PSEMP launched their first funding opportunity, Monitoring to Accelerate
Recovery

e PSEMP oversees many Work Groups including Diseases, Forage Fish and Food Webs,
Marine Birds, Marine mammals, Marine waters, Nearshore, Salmonids, Spatial data,
Stormwater, and Toxics

e More PSEMP Activities: Steering Committee, Monitoring to Accelerate Recovery (MAR),
Newsletter, new web platform, Tribal engagement community of Practice Pilot, etc.

e Some PSEMP links:
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https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_1962/Documents/StormwaterWorkGroup/SWG%20PSEMP%20Overview%20Presentation%2011.12.25.pdf
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=F-LQEU4mCkCLoFfcwSfXLeYRfyEOg9BGrfFuvnJyfctURElSQ1JHWFk0WlRaQVEwTzFMN0JUT0haNS4u&route=shorturl

o Newsletter sign up, and October issue
o PSEMP Calendar
o New web platform that just launched last month
e Please reach out to Hannah Mittelstaedt for more information

Q&A
Question (Andrew Kenefick): Does PSEMP do any monitoring of 6PPD-quinone or coho
mortality in salmon-bearing streams?

e Answer (Rae Eaton): Hannah can give you a more complete answer, but | attend the
toxics workgroup, and | know several participants in that group are involved in 6PPDQ
monitoring and have folks who study toxicity come to give presentations to the toxics
workgroup.

e Answer (Katrina Radach): PSEMP is more of a network. So, we (Hannah and myself) do
not do any actual monitoring on the ground, but rather we help folks coordinate and
connect. There are folks that are in the 6PPD world and salmonids and toxics work
groups working on this topic. If you are hoping to connect with folks in that space,
please let me and Hannah know.

e Answer (Hannah Mittelstaedt): PSEMP doesn’t do monitoring in the program, but helps
connect the programs that do.

Question (Jessica Huybregts): How does PSEMP coordinate with the Stormwater SIL with
respect to updating the Action Agenda and the Investment Priorities?

e Answer (Katrina Radach): A lot of Stormwater SIL connects come through presentations
like this, and the survey later. It depends on what Stormwater SIL needs and the updates
they are looking for. There are other SILs that exist, and they are connected to them as
well.

e If you have any specific questions regarding the Stormwater SIL team, feel free to
contact Francis Bothfeld at Ecology.

Status and Trends Presentation — Chelsea Morris

e Presentation Link - An update on the recently revived Status & Trends Scientist
Subgroup. We have been discussing the direction that the 5-year-trend analysis reports
will take and when they should be completed

e S&T Subgroup Mission: To bring together regional scientific expertise to guide long-term
monitoring programs and support collective learning about improved stormwater
management.

e Near-term Work Plan:

o Assemble group of water quality scientists and ecologists with expertise in the
Puget Sound and Lower Columbia River basins

o Reuvisit the purpose of S&T data analysis, the data sources, and expected
outcomes



https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAPSP/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAPSP_113
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAPSP/bulletins/3f80b90
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o Make recommendations to SWG on study question for data analysis
Longer-term work plan:
o Consider adding new parameters or methods to one or more of the three
existing studies
o Make recommendations to SWG on funding new studies and sub-studies
Past studies were majority group studies - please refer to the presentation link for more
in-depth information on past studies from this group
Current SAM Receiving Water Monitoring — see presentation link for more details
o Puget Sound Small Streams
= Sampling design:
e Impervious cover % range: 0-75
e Visit approx. 165 sites over a 5-year period
o Puget Sound Nearshore Mussels
=  Sampling design:
e |mpervious cover % range: 0-75
e Deploy cages at approx. 99 sites over a 5-year period
o Lower Columbia Urban Streams
=  Sampling design:
e Impervious cover % range: 7-54
e Visit approx. 22 sites over a 5-year period
Subgroup Update — see presentation link for more details
o Clarifying roles and responsibilities across data collection, analysis and advisory
teams
o Defined key trend analysis study questions for Puget Sound and Lower Columbia
Basin projects
o Established timeline for trend analysis report
Proposed Schedule:
o Report prepared ahead of the start of each MS4 Permit Reissuance process
= End of 2027 — for 2029 MS4 Permit
= End of 2032 — for 2034 MS4 Permit
= End of 2037 — for 2039 MS4 Permit
= Etc.
Budget estimate:
o Puget Sound: $150K
o Lower Columbia: $66K
Next Steps:
o Complete preliminary analyses
o Prepare any new contracts for analyses and report writing
o Consider additions to current studies & special projects

Please contact Chelsea Morris at Ecology for any collaboration, more information, or any
feedback on the questions below.

Q&A



Question: Are there any trends we are seeing?

Dana Deleon: Foss data set — we never saw a trend until Year 7. Each year new
parameters were set, it took about 10 years to see a widespread trend. If it’s tied to
clean up sites, then you’ll need to be cautious. That means the clean up has been done —
you’ll need to look at when those clean ups were done.

Discussion: Guidance on prioritizing analyses and case studies?

Meiring Borcherds: | don’t think USGS will be leading much unless we fund them directly
to keep working on these projects.

Discussion: Input on future update frequency, formats, or collaboration?

Madison Hattaway: You probably are already aware that WSDA has a wealth of
pesticide data from their yearly ambient surface water monitoring program at salmonid-
bearing streams. It could be a good addition to your dataset.

Curtis DeGasperi: Some of the WSDA data collected at a sub-set of the SAM S&T streams
2015 study were analyzed and published in one of their reports.

Updates from Our Partners — PSEMP, NEP SIL, WA Ecology

Puget Sound Ecosystem and Monitoring Program (PSEMP) - Hannah Mittelstaedt, PSEMP
Coordinator

The annual Puget Sound Marine Waters 2024 Overview Report has been released! This
is the fourteenth annual report produced by the PSEMP Marine Waters Workgroup.
Please take a few moments to read the findings and share this information with others
you think may be interested

The Puget Sound Partnership released its biennial State of the Sound report. The report
provides a clear and candid assessment of Puget Sound’s health, progress towards
recovery, and the challenges that remain

The next Coffee with PSEMP is December 9. This is an informal space for folks to
connect and ask all PSEMP related questions. Register ahead of time here.

For the full PSEMP calendar, follow this link

Subscribe to the newsletter at this link if you haven’t yet! If you have an event,
publication, or job opportunity you'd like to share in the newsletter, please email
Hannah.Mittelstaedt@psp.wa.gov

National Estuary Program Stormwater Strategic Initiative Lead (NEP SIL) - Dustin Bilhimer,
Stormwater SIL Toxics in Fish Implementation Lead

SWSIL is beginning a process to update the Toxics in Fish Implementation Strategy with
a new Microplastic Pollution Strategy. In this workshop we’ll hear from researchers,
policymakers, and local implementers working on these issues and learn about the
latest science, including:
o Potential sources of microplastics and exposure pathways for aquatic species
and humans in the Puget Sound region
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o Health impacts and risks of microplastics and connections with public health
Connections between microplastics and toxic contaminants of emerging concern
o How other states are addressing microplastics and actions SWSIL could support
in the coming years
Beginning Fall 2025 and continuing until approximately the end of 2026, there will be a
series of 5 virtual workshops to learn about all the issues inherent in microplastics and
provide input into the strategy and deliverables. We encourage participants to join
every workshop, but you can also just follow along and join when you can.
o Sign up for more info through Ecology’s Govdelivery Subscriber Page. If you have
guestions, please contact Dustin Bilhimer (dustin.bilhimer@icloud.com).

O

Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) - Jeff Killelea, Water Quality Program

Section Manager

6PPD Work - No updates currently

Additional Work

General Permit Updates
o Industrial Stormwater Permit
=  Went into effect January 1%t
= Ecology involved in settlement discussion, hopeful to resolve any legal
disputes in settlement
o Construction Stormwater Permit
= Largest permit family
* Final permits issued November 19%, goes into effect January 15t
o MS4 Permit
= Appeals have been dismissed — Tumwater and Puget Sound Keeper
Alliance based on settlement agreement
o WS DOT Permit
= |ssue final permit in spring of 2026
o Sand and Gravel
= Received public comments this past summer
= Plan to make revisions and reissues permit in Spring 2026
Budget Updates — Leslie Connelly from Ecology
o Ecology’s budget concerns don’t affect this collaboration with SWG
o SAM, S4, S&T and other subgroups are well-funded and can continue to do great
work
o If the gov continues to be shut down Ecology will have to shift some federally
funded work to other funding — but this does not concern the funding with the
SWG
Guidance Updates
o Stormwater Management Manual Equivalency Reviews are underway
o WSDOT Highway Runoff Manual is being reviewed
NEBC Stormwater Conference — March 3, 2026 - https://washingtonstormwater.com/
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Ecology assisting with planning and content

Annual 1 day conference held in Tacoma

Great general SW Permit focused conference

SMED, BMPs for PFAs, updates from Ecology on 6PPDq are some topics on
agenda

0 O O O

PRO-C Updates — Jessica Atlakson

Approved Jessica Atlakson, City of Redmond, as committee chair during the 11/3/2025
PRO-C meeting.
PRO-C completed the 2025 Administrative Entity Report Card, which reviews the
administrative responsibilities outlined in the PRO-C charter.

o The Report Card should be on SWG website soon

o The newest Report Card covers 2023, 2024 and 2025
Ecology has been successful in administering the funds and meeting their obligations in
an open and transparent way, especially with the turnover in SAM and SWG staff that
has occurred since the previous report card in 2022.

SAM Updates — Chelsea Morris

5 active Effectiveness studies currently including Tacoma Infiltration Methods project
SAM effectiveness studies: https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/reporting-
requirements/stormwater-monitoring/stormwater-action-monitoring/sam-
effectiveness-studies
Round 5 solicitation update

o Launched solicitation in September.

o Receiving 20 Letters on Intent (LOls)

o S4 team leaders have been reviewing LOIs and plan on having their feedback

finalized and back to the group next week

o Not every topic received a study

o January 16%™ is a goal for having finalized proposals to review
Presenting the proposals in a workshop in April
The 1st meeting with the voting process will be held in May and potentially a special July
meeting

Internal SWG Affairs — Don McQuilliams and Abby Barnes,
SWG Chairs

Discuss: SWG needs a 2026-2027 Work Plan and updates to SWG Charter
o 2024-2025 SWG Work Plan can be found at this link.
= What do you want to see in the next Work Plan?
o Current 2008 Charter can be found at this link.
o New Charter and Work Plan will be tasked out to new Subgroup
= Looking for 4-6 people to begin process
= Please let Julian Carroll know if you are interested
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e Discuss: In-person meeting viable for May? Poll in chat during meeting.
13 votes to move forward with in-person meeting

o Some prefer hybrid, citing concerns about travel limitations
o Potentially in-person on both west side and another on the east side
o IDEAS

= Center for Urban water in Tacoma
=  Bellingham
= Huge conference room in Puget Sound area
e Discuss: Additional updates that people would like to share during this meeting?
e Discuss: What topics would members like to see at the next SWG meeting?
e Reminders:
o Vacancies in Federal, Tribal, Environmental, and Business Caucus Voting
Members
= Send any nominations for new voting members to
julian.carroll@ecy.wa.gov
o Next meeting is February 11, 2026.

e Please send any additional updates that you would like shared at the next meeting to
julian.carroll@ecy.wa.gov.

6PPD Subgroup — Eli Mackiewicz, SWG 6PPD Subgroup Chair

e Last Meeting was on September 17th

e Presentation from the Oregon 6PPD Work Group
o Co-Chairs: Roy lwai and Katie Holzer, PhD
o Topic: Defining the Problem, Solutions, and Next Steps for Oregon
o Presentation Slides

e Updates on Ecology 6PPD Funding and Action Plan
o Presentation Slides
o Safer products for Washington is currently assessing alternatives to make
regulatory determinations for 6PPD in tires and artificial turf.
o Tire fee might be proposed in the next legislative session would pay for
stormwater mitigation research and implementation.

e Upcoming 6PPD Forums and Trainings Hosted by Ecology
o 6PPD State of the Science Forum: December 9 & 10, 2025 12pm — 4 p.m. PST
o Webinar Registration - Zoom

Q&A
Question (Amy Georgeson): Where do we find information about the state of science event?

Answer: State of Science Registration Page
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Future Meeting Dates

The next regular SWG meeting is February 11, 2026. Please also mark your calendars for May
13, September 9, and November 18, 2026 — all Wednesdays, from 9am — 12pm. We may
occasionally extend our meeting time.

At our meeting on Wednesday, February 11 2026, we will:

View SAM presentations

e Hear updates from our partners, PRO-C, and SAM studies

e Vote to approve new SWG members

e Discuss PSEMP and its integration with the SWG

e Discuss the processes of the new Charter and Work Plan Subgroup

Stay in Touch by Joining these Email Distribution Lists

You can join any or all of our email lists on your GovDelivery Subscriber Preferences Page. Enter

your email address, click to add subscriptions, and navigate to the Water Quality Program list to
find: STORMWATER-WORK-GROUP meeting agendas, materials, and summaries of our meetings,
and additional announcements related to our work; STORMWATER-ACTION-MONITORING: up to
three newsletters per year to hear about SAM study findings and upcoming workshops; and SWG-
6PPD-SUBGROUP for meeting agendas and notes of those discussions.

View the SWG Website

We regularly update the SWG website with information about upcoming meetings, past
meeting materials, and important SWG documents. If you have additional questions about the
SWG, contact julian.carroll@ecy.wa.gov.
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