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What will we cover today?¢

« What is an Agency Request for Legislation (ARL)?
 Why did we initiate it?
 The road to get here...
St

s (as of present) in the legislative process

hat it means for youe



What is an Agency Request tor
Legislation (ARL)?

®» Agency request legislation is a process that Ecology uses to submit a
request to the Legislature for a new law or change to an existing law.

» All agency request legislation must be approved by the Governor before it
can be infroduced in the Legislature.

» [Fcology's Governmental Relations Office manages this process.



Why did we initiate an ARL?

» What did we propose?

» To create a dedicated account fo collect funds.

» Why did we propose this?

» To ensure that fees collected support the work they are infended to do.

» What is the benefit?

= |t will build sustainable and dependable funding for this program.




The path we took

» Timeline
» |nitiated the process of proposal- May 2025
» Conducted an Environmental Justice Assessment-Summer of 2025

» ARL- sent for Governor's approval- Fall of 2025

» Approved for running legislation-Fall 2025

» SB 6152-January 20- first hearing- (Ways and Means)
» SB 6151 Washington State Legislature

» Feb 5N —Executive session- Committee-(Ways and Means). Now it is in the
Rules Committee.



https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=6151&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=6151&Year=2025&Initiative=false

The benefits-why is this Importante
(What it means for you)

» | ab operators reasonably expect that the fees they pay to Ecology will be used to
provide timely, effective services.

» A dedicated account to deposit fees will help Ecology manage demand for our
accreditation services and technical assisfance to environmental laboratories.




Benefit to Washingtonians

» Washingtonians and overburdened communities by assuring that funding is available
to accredit laboratories to provide credible data that is useful for public health.

» Those who rely on credible testing of drinking water.

» Commercial, municipal, industrial, county health district and academic |laboratoires.




Wrap Up..

» Thank you for your time today..

= Now, we will open it up for questions..

®» Please reach out to pmuk461@ecy.wa.gov or Arue4é1@ecy.wa.gov if you
would like clarifications or further information.



mailto:pmuk461@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:Arue461@ecy.wa.gov
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