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Washington Coastal Marine Advisory Council
c/o Washington of Ecology SEA Program PO Box 47600 Olympia WA 98504-7600

Chair June Robinson Chair Tim Ormsby

Ranking Member Chris Gildon Ranking Member Travis Couture
Senate Ways and Means Committee House Appropriations Committee
P.O. Box 40466 John L. O'Brien Building

Olympia, WA 98504-0466 P.O. Box 40600

Olympia, WA 98504-0600

RE: Washington Coastal Marine Advisory Council Support for Agency Budget Requests
Dear Appropriators:

The Washington Coastal Marine Advisory Council, with the abstention of any state agency participants,
agreed to provide a letter of support for the budget requests that would be in furtherance of the objectives
pursued by the WCMAC. The following budget requests would be ones that comply with the
authorization received during the December 2025 meeting. On behalf of the WCMAC, | am requesting
that these be funding requests that receive your collective attention and support.

State Marine Management Plan & Washington Coastal Marine Advisory Council

Funds implementation of the state marine management plan and ongoing operations of the
Washington Coastal Marine Advisory Council, which serves as a forum for coastal management
issues and provides policy recommendations.

Cost: $150,000 — Aquatic Lands Enhancement Account (State Appropriation)

Coastal Hazards Programs & Community Resilience (Including Tribal Benefits)

Supports coastal hazard-related activities, including expansion of the coastal monitoring and
analysis program, operation of a coastal hazard organizational resilience team, and a coastal
hazards grant program to help local communities design projects and pursue funding. At least 25%
of funding must benefit tribes.

Cost: $2,914,000 — Natural Climate Solutions Account (State Appropriation)

European Green Crab Research & Technical Assistance

Funds research to improve understanding of European green crab behavior and dispersal in
Washington waters and inform state response strategies. Includes technical assistance workshops
for natural resource managers on larval identification monitoring programs.

Cost: $542,000 — Aquatic Lands Enhancement Account (State Appropriation)

European Creen Crab Eradication & Control (Implementation & Grants)
Supports implementation of eradication and control measures for European green crabs through
coordination and grants with partner organizations. Requires annual progress reports to the
legislature by September 15 of each fiscal year.
Cost:

. $6,082,000 — General Fund-State (FY 2026)

° $6,082,000 — General Fund-State (FY 2027)

Statewide Marine Facilities
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Funds upgrades to docks, piers, buoys, and boat ramps to meet current safety and habitat
standards. These facilities are critical for public recreation, Tribal access, and coastal community
tourism.

Cost: $1,600,000 —- Capital Budget

To accomplish our resilience goals for coastal Washington, we offer our support and continued
partnership with these initiative and state agencies. We do so in the spirit of ensuring that that our
Washington coast can be resilient, its communities continue to thrive, and contribute strongly to the
state’s overall healthy economy.

Sincerely,

Rod Fleck and Peter Steelquist
Co-Chairs

CC:  K.D.Chapman-See, Director, Office of Financial Management
Kenneth Martin, Policy Director, Office of the Governor
Owen Rowe, Senior Policy Advisor, Office of the Governor
Matthew Hunter, Senior Budget Advisor, Office of Financial Management
Lisa Borkowski, Office of Financial Management
Carrie Sessions, Governmental Relations Director, Department of Ecology
Casey Dennehy, Department of Ecology
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