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WASHINGTON COASTAL MARINE ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING 
Wednesday, December 3rd, 2025    
Part 1 from 10:00am – 12:00pm 

Part 2 from 1:00pm – 3:30pm 

TVW’s Broadcast Channel 
Link to Materials 

Morning Public Comment Sign-up 
Afternoon Public Comment Sign-up 

In person: Port of Grays Harbor Meeting Room, at 111 S Wooding St, Aberdeen, WA 98520 
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83859720559?pwd=2b83wWjpuLFiXPevdn3rxTr9fnGIp8.1 

Meeting ID: 838 5972 0559 | Passcode: 230230 
Call in number: 1-253-215-8782(use Meeting ID and password above) 

December 3rd, 2025 Agenda 
Time Agenda Item and Description Objective  Presenter(s) 
10:00 - 10:25 
am 
(25 min) 

Welcome and Introductions, Agenda Review 
 Acknowledge recording of WCMAC meeting 
 Welcome from Chair 
 Roll call  
 Meeting ground rules 
 Review Agenda 
 Adopt summary of October meeting minutes  

Information, Action 
Reference Materials:  
 Dec 2025 Agenda 
 Draft October 2025 Meeting 

Summary (Appendix A) 

 Rod Fleck, Chair 
 David Frederick, Facilitator 
 

10:25 - 11:15 
am 
(50 min) 

Updates  
 Governor’s Office Updates 
 Re-applying for WCMAC / Open WCMAC Seats 
 MRC Updates 
 Agency Updates 
 General Coastal Updates 
 MRAC Update - Rod 

Information, Discussion 
 

 David Frederick, Facilitator 
 Governor’s Office  
 Other State Agency representatives 
 WCMAC members 

11:15 am – 
11:30 pm 
(15 minutes) 
 

Economic Resilience Technical Committee 
Update - Review 1 pager (DRAFT) 
 
 

Decision – Officially Establish 
Tech Committee? 
Identify co-Chairs 

 David Frederick, Facilitator 
 Rod Fleck, Committee Co-chair 

11:30 – 
11:45 am 
(15 min) 

Voting for Chair and Vice Chair of WCMAC:  
 

Roll Call Vote  David Frederick, Facilitator 
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Time Agenda Item and Description Objective  Presenter(s) 
11:45 – Noon 
(15 min) 

Morning Public Comment Period 
 Link to sign up for public comment.  

Encourage commenters to limit their comments to no 
more than 3-minutes to allow for all public comments 
to be received. 
 

Input from the Public 
 

 David Frederick, Katherine Boyd, 
Facilitators 

12:00pm – 
1:00pm 

Lunch - Attendees are welcome to bring their own lunch or visit a local restaurant. 
Reconvene at 1:00pm in-person and/or using same Zoom link 

1pm – 2:00 
(60 minutes) 

SeaLink Cable Landing Project  
Presenter - Ryan Wopschall – SeaLink Networks 
 

Information and Discussion  David Frederick, Facilitator 
 Ryan Wopschall – SeaLink 

Networks 
 Wolfgang Rain – Sea Risk Solutions 
 Scott McMullen – Oregon Fishing 

Cabling Commission 
2:00 – 2:15 
pm 
(15 minutes) 

Federal Offshore Drilling Report 
 

Discussion, Decision (what to 
do) 

 David Frederick, Facilitator 
 Peter Steelquist  

 
2:15 – 
2:30pm 
(15 minutes) 

Review Sensing Session Themes Information  David Frederick, Facilitator 
 Katherine Boyd, Facilitator 

2:30 – 
2:45pm (15 
minutes) 

Budget Letter to the Governor 
Budget will drop mid-December 

Discussion, Decision for 
Steering Committee to write 
letter 

 David Frederick, Facilitator 
 Rod Fleck 
 Peter Steelquist 

2:45 – 3:00 
(15 minutes) 

Afternoon Public Comment Period 
 Link to sign up for public comment.  

Encourage commenters to limit their comments to no 
more than 3-minutes to allow for all public comments 
to be received. 
 

Input from the Public  David Frederick, Katherine Boyd 
Facilitator 
 

3:00 - 3:30 
pm 
(30 min) 

Next Steps and Adjourn  
- Next WCMAC Meeting Mar 18, 2026 (tentative) 
- Could do Mar 25th (but not March 11th) 
- Dates for other 2026 WCMAC Meetings 

- June 3, Sept 30, (Dec 2 or Dec 9th )? 
- Potential Agenda Items for March: 

- Willapa Grays Harbor Ecosystem 
Collaborative (WGHEC) 

Discussion 
Set 2026 Meeting Dates 

 WCMAC members 
 Rod Fleck, Chair 
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Time Agenda Item and Description Objective  Presenter(s) 
- Discuss Hoquiam Pellet Plant – March 
item? 
- Call for other future agenda items  
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Meeting Ground Rules 

1. Be Respectful 
 Listen when others are speaking.  Do not interrupt and do not participate in side conversations. One person speaks at a time. 
 Recognize the legitimacy of the concerns and interests of others, whether or not you agree with them.  
 Cooperate with the facilitator to ensure that everyone is given equitable time to state their views. Present your views succinctly 

and try not to repeat or rephrase what others have already said. 
 Silence cell phones and refrain for using laptops during the meeting, except to take notes. 

2. Be Constructive 
 Participate in the spirit of giving the same priority to solving the problems of others as you do to solving your own problems. 
 Share comments that are solution focused.  Avoid repeating past discussions. 
 Do not engage in personal attacks or make slanderous statements.  Do not give ultimatums. 
 Ask for clarification if you are uncertain of what another person is saying. Ask questions rather than make assumptions. 
 Work towards consensus. Identify areas of common ground and be willing to compromise. 
 Minimize the use of jargon and acronyms.  Attempt to use language observers and laypersons will understand. 

3. Be Productive 
 Arrive on time and stay until the meeting is adjourned. 
 Adhere to the agenda.  Respect time constraints and focus on the topic being discussed. 
 Volunteer for tasks between meetings. 

4. Bring a Sense of Humor and Have Fun. 
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Appendix A – Meeting Presentation 

 

Sealink Networks – Westport, Washington Cable Landing 
Project  
Ryan Wopschall
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Washington Fiber Project  
Presentation to WCMAC  
December 3, 2025 
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Infrastructure Components 
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Beach Landing Overview   
 
 
 
 

 
Includes: 

Six seaward 
conduits planned 
for six subsea fiber 
optic cables 
systems, including 
an SNI planned 
system connecting 
Alaska 
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FRONTHAUL  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Fronthaul length is 
2.14 km connecting 
the BMH site to the 
CLS site. 

• Target construction 
• Q1 2026 
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CLS Site  
• Conceptual 

Design 
Complete 

• Selecting Design Build 
Team by May 

• Validation, Design with 
first customer(s) May - 
Dec 

• Construction Starting 2026 
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BACKHAUL  
 
 
 

 
• Permitting with WSDOT 

has commenced. 

• Environmental 
permitting will start in 
Q1 2026 – wetlands 
and cultural studies in-
progress 

• Northern route (~107km) 
• Westport to Olympia 

• Southern route (~166 km) 
• Westport to Chehalis 

• Construction late 2027-2028 



• AK-Link will be installed in late 2028. The first customer cables will be installed in 2028/29 
through 2032. 

 

 

 
CABLE SYSTEMS 

• Alaska is connected by four cables to 
the lower-48 (one to Washington; 
three to Oregon). 

• Most cables connecting to the 
west coast land in CA and OR. 

• Geographic diversity is a main 
driving factor in choosing a landing 
site for cables. 

• Oftentimes, the landing site 
infrastructure is first developed and 
the cables land later. 

• Cables are constructed for a 25-
year design life. 

• Westport is being planned for six cables 
• AK-Link – developed by Sealink Networks and Alaska Power & Telephone Wireless (APTW), both are subsidiaries of 

Alaska Power & Telephone (AP&T). 
• The other cable systems will be customers of Sealink Networks and are hyperscalers – the predominant developer of 

new cable systems. 
• There is demand to land cables in Washington for geographic diversity while also enhancing local and regional 

broadband with access to new fiber. 
7 
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Permitting 

• Sealink Networks received all Federal, State and Local permits in June 2025, including: 
• U.S. Army Corp of Engineers (USACE) Nationwide Permit 57, including 

• Tribal Consultation – Section 106 

• U.S. Fish & Wildlife concurrence 

• National Marine Fisheries Service concurrence 

• Washington State permits, including 
• SEPA 

• Dept of Fish & Wildlife Hydraulic Project Approval 

• Department of Ecology Water Quality Certification, Coastal Zone Management and Shoreline Development Permit review and 
approval (Note, marine spatial planning is not triggered by this project) 

• Shoreline Development Permit – City of Westport, State Hearing Examiner and Ecology 

 

• Sealink Networks is working with DNR and State Parks on the submerged land and beach 
easements 

• Sealink Networks has obtained terrestrial right-of-way agreements, franchise agreements and 
easements with South Cohasset Beach HOA, City of Westport, and Grays Harbor County. 

• Sealink Networks has executed a long-term lease agreement with the City of Westport for 
the Cable Landing Station Parcel. 
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Project Benefits 

• Replacement of aging cables connecting Alaska to the lower-48. 

• Develop long term fiber and broadband access in SW Washington. 

• Provide local jobs for project construction and long term operations of the infrastructure. 

• Create Westport and SW Washington as a digital hub with customer cables. 

• Provide a local access network for other broadband service providers to connect to. 

• Bring revenue locally and to the State through long term easements and leases. 

• Provide a geographically diverse location for cables to come to shore, providing critical 
digital infrastructure to the US. 



 

 

 
Fisheries Engagement 

• Sealink Networks began engagement with fishers and fisheries organizations in early 2025, assisted 
by Sea Risk Solutions (Wolfgang Rain, based in Seattle). We have sent information so far to members 
of the following organizations: 

• OFCC 
• Pacific Fisheries Management Council 
• Fishing Vessel Owners Association 
• Coalition of Coastal Fisheries 
• Columbia River Crab Fishermen’s Association 
• Washington Dungeness Crab Fishermen’s Association 
• Westport Marina 
• Ocean Gold Seafoods 
• Pacific Seafoods 
• Several dock visits and individual conversations 

• Feedback from fishermen indicate that communications protocols similar to OFCC are the preferred 
means of optimizing coordination between fishermen and cable owners. 

• The process to define this framework in advance of cable installation will continue through 2026, while 
Sealink will continue to engage with fisheries organizations, companies and individuals. 

• Initially, we aim to: 
• Review planned cable alignments with fishermen to ensure optimal burial and route design. 
• Bury cables to 1.5m depth into the seabed as the primary means to avoid interaction with fishing gear or anchors. 
• Bury throughout from the HDD conduit to 1,280m water depth (700 fathoms). Cable burial is the global standard for preventing 

interaction 
between cables and vessels/fishing gear. 10 

• Establish agreement with fishermen, similar to OFCC, through mutual dialogue and coordination. 



 

 

 
Primary Fisheries Concerns 
 

 
• Trawl fisheries for groundfish and shrimp have the greatest risk of impact from 

unburied sections of cable. For this reason, we believe consultation with fishermen 
is essential for optimizing cable burial. 

• Bottom longline anchors have potential to snag cables that are not buried, with lower 
impact than from trawlers. 

• Fixed gear such as Dungeness crab pots are not generally impacted by cables. 
However, if grapnels are deployed to search for lost gear, it could impact unburied 
sections of cable. 

• Cable route survey operations will need to coordinate with fixed gear (longline and 
pot) to mitigate gear snags. Whenever feasible, timing of survey operations to 
avoid peak fishery periods is desirable. 

•  Mobile gear such as trolling or midwater trawling (such as for Pacific hake) is not 
impacted by cable survey and installation operations. 

• In the event of cable exposures due to hard seabed, coordinates must be 
communicated to trawlers and other fishermen. 

• Subterranean HDD operations will be conducted from a point on shore and will not 
impact fisheries. 
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Questions? 

 
Contact Info: 

Ryan Wopschall, 
Sealink Networks 
Cell: +1 (541) 306 

1549 
(rwopschall@sea
linknetworks.co

m) 



 

 

 
Wolfgang Rain, Sea 
Risk Solutions Cell: 
+1 (206) 427 6553 

(wrain@searisks
olutions.com) 
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Appendix B - Approved October WCMAC Meeting Summary 

 

Washington Coastal Marine Advisory Council Meeting 
Approved Summary 

Wednesday, October 1, 2025 
Part 1 from 10:00am – 12:00pm 

Part 2 from 1:00pm – 3:00pm 
 

This meeting summary provides key action items and discussion highlights from the WCMAC meeting. For more, see below: 
 Meeting materials and presentations can be found on the WCMAC website: https://www.ezview.wa.gov/?alias=1962&pageid=37058  
 Meeting recordings – which contain full transcripts – can be viewed here: Washington Coastal Marine Advisory Council - TVW 

High-Level Summary (more information for each item provided below) 

 Minutes - June 2025 WCMAC Meeting minutes were adopted by consensus. 
 WCMAC Updates - Governor’s Office update: current WCMAC members will continue to serve past October 7 while appointments are 

refreshed; members will be asked to reapply and help fill vacancies by recommending anyone that would be a good fit for an open seat. 
 MRC Updates - included Port of Grays Harbor Terminal 4 upgrade and a strong 2025 fishing season; MRAC meets November 4. 
 Agency Updates - included DNR discussion on proposed Sea-Link trans-Pacific cable landings near Westport; members requested inviting 

project proponents and Oregon Cable Commission to provide additional info at December meeting. 
 General Coastal Updates –  

o Surfrider Foundation: Legislative efforts on plastic waste continue, but Washington’s budget deficit may hinder progress. Offshore 
drilling plans are pending; economic feasibility for Washington remains low, prompting calls for proactive protection. 

o Crab Fishery: The season ended successfully with 16 million pounds landed and over $110 million in value, meeting projections. 
o Habitat Restoration: Projects in Naselle and North Cove are improving salmon habitat and coastal resilience, with signs of Razor Clam 

recovery. 
o Washington Sea Grant: Nearly $4 million in FY25 funding secured; five new Coastal Resilience Fellows selected. Upcoming workshops 

and meetings scheduled in South Bend. 



 

 

o Port of Grays Harbor: Marina and terminal expansions underway; soybean mill boosts local wages by $60 million. 2024 fishing season 
was exceptionally strong. 

o Funding Opportunity: The Washington Coast Restoration and Resilience Initiative offers grants for shovel-ready MRC habitat and 
education projects. 

 MRC Funding - MRC funding has declined since its creation in 2008, and support from the Pacific Conservation District is waning, 
impacting outcomes. Mike Nordin urged WCMAC to advocate for increased funding and consider assigning grant-writing duties to 
support MRCs. The goal this year is to raise legislative awareness, not request immediate funding. 

 Economic Resilience - WCMAC will draft an Economic Resilience one-page document to move forward forming a Technical Committee for 
further discussion on Economic Resilience; several members volunteered to work with Rod Fleck to draft a one-page document required 
to form the committee. 

 Fireworks & Marine Debris – Guests presented data regarding beach clean-up efforts, which led to a discussion on continued post-July 4 
debris and local cost burdens; potential options and near-term actions were identified.  

 Public Comments - Teri Wright raised concerns that the Hoquiam Pellet Plant could harm Chinook salmon habitat due to increased 
logging, with limited job benefits. Molly Bold countered that the job impact is significant and proposed inviting a project representative to 
address misinformation at the December 3 meeting. Lee First noted a pollution report is due soon and suggested reviewing it at the next 
WCMAC meeting.  

 Closing and Adjournment - Everyone is asked to review their calendars for 2026 and identify any scheduling conflicts, such as the WDFW 
North of Falcon meeting. Dave will send out a Doodle poll or survey to finalize dates, which must be published by January. The next 
WCMAC meeting is December 3, with potential agenda items including ocean cables, federal drilling, fireworks, economic resilience, and 
the Hoquiam Pellet Plant. 

 

 

  



 

 

Attendance 

 
WCMAC Members Present  
Brian Blake – Commercial Fishing Matt Niles – State Parks (via Zoom) 
Chris Meinig – Coastal Energy (via Zoom) Michael Nordin – Pacific MRC (via Zoom) 
Corey Niles – WDFW (via Zoom) Michael Rechner – DNR (via Zoom) 
David Beugli – Shellfish Aquaculture (via Zoom) Michele Conrad – Coastal Economic Development 

Group (via Zoom) 
Katie Arkema – Science Organization (via Zoom) Molly Bold – Coastal Port (via Zoom) 
Kate Litle – WA Sea Grant (via Zoom) Peter Steelquist – Coastal Recreation   (via Zoom) 
Larry Thevik – Commercial Fishing (via Zoom) Rod Fleck – North Pacific MRC   

 
Council Members Absent 
Bobbak Talebi - Ecology Paula Culbertson – Wahkiakum MRC 
Garrett Dalan – Grays Harbor MRC Phil Anderson - Recreational Fishing 
Nives Dolsak – Educational institution Stephanie Bowman – Dept of Commerce 

 
Others Present (as noted on the in-person sign-in sheet and Zoom log-in) 
Ann Skelton – Pacific County MRC (via Zoom) Kiresemr103 (as entered in Zoom) 
Bruce Rittenhouse, Grays Harbor Surfrider (via 
Zoom) 

Jay Krienitz – Dept of Ecology (via Zoom) 

Casey Dennehy – ECY, WCMAC Staff Jenna Rolf – Makah Tribe (via Zoom) 
Chris Waldbillig – WDFW (via Zoom) Lee First – Twin Harbors Waterkeeper (via Zoom) 
Courtney Skalley – The Nature Conservancy (via 
Zoom) 

Kevin Decker – WA SeaGrant (via Zoom) 

David Frederick – Facilitator  Kirk Esmond – WA Dept of Commerce (via Zoom) 
David Nightingale – Self  Kristine Nevitt (via Zoom) 
Eleanor Hines - Twin Harbors Waterkeeper (via 
Zoom) 

Natalie Lowell – Makah Tribe (via Zoom) 

Greg Zora – former Aquatic Land Manager (via 
Zoom) 

Nick Tealer – NWIFC (Northwest Indian Fisheries 
Commission) 

Iphone76 (as entered in Zoom) Nika (as entered in Zoom) 
Katherine Boyd - Facilitator Nives (as entered in Zoom) 



 

 

Keven A Decker – Washington SeaGrant (via 
Zoom) 
 

Rick Hole – Gray’s Harbor County Commissioner 

 Teri Wright – Forest/Salmon/Orca Advocate (via Zoom) 
 
 

Welcome and Introductions 

Meeting recording  

10:00 a.m. – Meeting called to order 
 Chair Rod Fleck opened the meeting, reviewed the agenda and process, and initiated roll call. June meeting summary slated for action later 

in the agenda. 
 Dave Frederick from Halcyon Northwest welcomed participants to the October 1, 2025 session of the Washington Coastal Marine Advisory 

Council (WCMAC). 
 He provided brief remarks about the meeting’s purpose and introduced Katherine from Halcyon Northwest. Dave and Katherine are the 

new facilitation team now under contract with the Department of Ecology. Katherine introduced herself and outlined meeting logistics, 
including participation guidelines, recording notice, and the day’s agenda format. 

 

WCMAC Updates 

Announcements 

 
 Governor’s Office: 

Casey Dennehy passed along that WCMAC Members will continue serving after October 7 while new appointments are reviewed. All 
members will be asked to reapply and assist in identifying candidates for upcoming vacancies. 

 The minutes from the WCMAC June 2025 meeting, which included Larry Thevik’s edits, were adopted by WCMAC members. 
 



 

 

Updates 
Meeting recording  

MRC Updates  

Grays Harbor MRC: Garret was not present, but Molly Bold reported that the MRC continues to meet and fund community projects. No major 
updates. 

 North Pacific Coast MRC:  
o Navigating the new state budget rollout in September. 
o Discussion topics include European green crab, marine debris, climate-fuel issues, and budget planning.  
o Upcoming Maritime Heritage Event scheduled for October 18 (10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.) at the Marine Resource Center in Forks. 

Olympic Coast Natural Marine Sanctuary and tribal partners are sponsoring the event. 
o There was also mention of potential impacts from a federal government shutdown. 

 Pacific County MRC: Mike Nordin shared that funds have not yet been allocated nor have projects been selected. However, the following 
subcommittees have been formed: 

o A subcommittee focused on science and information, also looking at developing procedures and project scoring. 
o A subcommittee exploring a local land trust for the area.  
o A funding committee has also been established, chaired by Mike Nordin. 

 Wahkiakum MRC: Representative not in attendance.  
 

Agency Updates 

 
 WA Department of Fish and Wildlife: Corey Niles reported no major updates. 
 WA State Parks: Matt Niles reported no major updates. 
 WA Department of Natural Resources:  

o Mike Rechner discussed proposed Sea-Link Trans-Pacific cables, which would generate revenue for the State of Washington but 
could impact coastal users and Marine Spatial Plans (MSPs). Multiple cables are under consideration and will undergo analysis. 
Concerns raised include cable depth, fishing impacts, and bottom-surface disruption. Federal permitting is underway. One cable is 



 

 

approved and 5 additional cables are under consideration and would be authorized separately. All six cables would use a common 
conduit.  

o Larry Thevik noted that Scott McMullen leads the Oregon Cable Commission. These cables are in the heart of shallow water 
fisheries, especially crab. Cables laying on the ocean bottom (not trenched) create issues (such as snagging). This may be a new 
ocean use, and WCMAC should discuss this activity in detail 

o Molly Bold shared local stakeholder feedback, including city council discussions, public engagement efforts, and outreach challenges 
by project leaders with the fishing community. She noted the project team has done similar projects in southeast Alaska (near 
Ketchikan, for instance) and suggested inviting related stakeholders to future meetings to help communication and understanding.  

o Matt Niles added that drilling (for cable trenchment) will require a DNR easement from WA State Parks. The company has leased an 
upland parcel and plan to drill downward, with the exit point still to be determined.  

Oregon did some similar cable trenching but the cables for that project are 30-40km long (it is not a transcontinental cable but is used for wave 
energy testing purposes). 

o Peter is interested in the coastal impacts on this project.  
o Link to PacWave Construction Updates - PacWave Updates – PacWave 
o Link to Oregon Fisherman’s Cable Committee site - OFCC - Oregon Fishermen's Cable Committee 
o WCMAC members agreed we need additional speakers on this topic for our next WCMAC meeting in December. 

 WA Department of Commerce: Stephanie Bowman has transitioned from her Commerce role; Kirk Esmond hopes a replacement will be 
appointed by year-end. 

 Dept of Ecology – Representative not in attendance. 

General Coastal Updates 

 Peter Steelquist: 
o Shared progress on plastic waste policies and legislative efforts (and is searching for bill sponsors). 
o Washington faces a $421 million deficit this biennium and $903 million over the next two biennia, likely impacting bill passage. 
o The Department of the Interior noted the pending release of the five-year offshore drilling mandate originally drafted under the 

Trump administration; it remains unclear whether Washington and Oregon will be included. This plan should be available in mid-
October. 

o Washington oil deposits are not large, and it’s not clear if extracting oil from the Washington coast would be economically 
feasible. 

o WCMAC needs to be proactive in protecting our resources from drilling projects that offer limited benefit. 
o Washington could see increases in tanker traffic. 



 

 

Larry Thevik commented that the crab fishery season ended with 16 million pounds landed—within projections of 15–17 million—and a market 
value exceeding $110 million before processing and transport. This includes state coastal (not including Puget Sound) and tribal catch. 

 Mike Nordin reported restoration outcomes: Naselle reopening nine square miles of salmon habitat, and planted 10 miles of riparian zones, 
90% livestock exclusion fencing, the third phase on North Cove/Washaway Beach Project and progress on the Graveyard Spit project. This 
improves resilience and we are starting to see Razor Clams in the area. 

 Kate Litle:  
o Reported that Sea Grant is close to receiving almost all the $4 million in requested funding for FY25.  
o The Federal shutdown has had very limited impact to SeaGrant thus far. 
o Five new Coastal Resilience Fellows have been selected, with more information about their projects and placements to come. 

Link for more info - WSG welcomes inaugural cohort of Coastal Resilience Fellows – Washington Sea Grant 
o Pacific Conservation District community workshops – in South Bend October 21.  
o Willapa/Grays Harbor Estuary Collaborative Fall Meeting – October 29 in South Bend. 

 Molly Bold:  
o Provided updates on Westport Marina and noted that coastal communities continue to face challenges related to poverty and 

unemployment. 
o She also highlighted the soybean mill export facility being expanded, emphasizing its economic and shipping impact on the local 

community. This results in $60m of wages to Gray’s Harbor. 
o Port of Grays Harbor Terminal 4 expansion underway with local contractors; strong 2025 fishing season reported. MRAC next 

meets November 4 at Manchester Environmental Lab. 
o Noted that the 2024 fishing season was “a once-in-a-decade” year for fishing and resulted in great economic return. 

 Michele Conrad shared this in the chat: Potential funds for MRC projects, in 2015, I worked with (former) Representative Brian Blake to 
establish the Washington Coast Restoration and Resilience Initiative (WCRRI) that is a grant program through RCO for habitat protection, 
restoration, and education projects. MRC projects that were "shovel-ready" were funded initially and the thought was thought MRC eligible 
projects would compete well for future funding. Link for additional info - Washington Coast Restoration and Resiliency Initiative - RCO. 

 

MRAC Update 

The next MRAC meeting is 9:30am Nov 4th – Manchester Environment Lab in Port Orchard.  



 

 

Public Comment 

There were no public comments in the morning public comment period. 

 

MRC Funding 

 Mike Nordin shares comments and leads a discussion – MRC funding has decreased since MRCs were created in 2008. Pacific Conservation 
District has been donating money to the MRC, but the lack of funding is beginning to impact outcomes. But this district funding is waning 
and has been recently reduced.  

 WCMAC exists due to the MRCs and Mike would like to see at least 50% of the MRC coordinator position funded. WCMAC should consider 
have someone have the responsibility of duties including Grant Writing to help the MRCs secure funding. Among other responsibilities, Chris 
Wallbillig is the MRC coordinator for WDFW. He does a great job but is stretched thin, we’d love to have him focus on MRCs full time.  

 What we’d like to accomplish this year is to improve legislative awareness of this problem. We won’t necessarily request money in 2026. 
Corey Niles counters that WDFW takes the MRCs very seriously, and Mike Nordin replies he thinks in the past that MRCs may not have been 
taken seriously, but didn’t mean to indicate the MRCs aren’t taken seriously now.  

 

Letter of Thanks for Cascadia and Nicole Gutierrez  

Casey brings up that an agenda item was missed. We’d like to write a letter of thanks and acknowledgement for Cascadia’s and Nicole Gutierrez’ 
work on the WCMAC over the last several years. Rod will work with the Steering Committee and send that letter. 
 

Economic Resilience 

Meeting recording  
 Rod Fleck leads a discussion and shares that WCMAC has done a great job of discussing and making recommendations on 

ecologic/environmental resilience. We’d like to have similar impact on Economic resilience in our coastal zones. 
 We’d like to promote Social, Economic, and Ecologic resiliency. 
 Coastal zones have high levels of poverty and low median wages.  



 

 

 Larry Thevik doesn’t believe it’s possible to separate economic resilience from environmental resilience – they are just too intertwined. He’d 
like WCMAC to determine what assets we have and then determine ways to improve them. We also have some stressors (risks) like green 
crab, burrowing shrimp, and erosion and need to enhance public access to the coastal resources.  

 Michele Conrad has done economic study work in this area with WDFW, including around Puget Sound and off the coast. The report was 
published in 2008 and it probably needs an update. Her work thus far does not include area tribes or freshwater fisheries. In June 2022, 
WCMAC established the OSW Tech Committee. We should probably review that and define our preferred outcomes similarly.   

 Brian Blake refers to an Ocean Acidification study done circa 2014 and suggests we need to consider new science published since then to 
help determine any additional impacts (such as warming ocean areas) to fisheries and other economic factors. Kate Litle suggests looking at 
previous meeting minutes.  Larry would like tribal input on this topic. While tribal management doesn’t participate in WCMAC discussions, 
there may be other tribal members who will engage.   

Rod Fleck, Michele Conrad, Keven Decker (via Kate Litle), and Larry Thevik will work to develop a one-page document to establish a 
technical/working committee. 

 Kevin Decker is working on a proposal for $500k to help small businesses coastal communities prepare for Sea-Level Rise, and to help coastal 
communities identify projects that produce co-benefits to help economic resilience and resilience to the risk of coastal hazards. 

 

Fireworks and Marine Debris 

Meeting recording  
 Peter Steelquist, Lee First, Bruce Rittenhouse, and Eleanor Hines shared a presentation with data around the costs of Fireworks and Marine 

Debris cleanups.  

 Many people, including families, visit the outer coast each 4th of July, drive on the beach and set off fireworks. They leave hundreds of 
thousands of pounds of “5th of July” debris. There were more than 42 tons of fireworks debris from Grays Harbor beaches (Ocean Shores, 
Pacific Beach, Westport, and Grayland) alone that was cleaned up in July 2025. The cost of just Ocean Shores cleanup is $60,393.70, not 
including volunteer hours. 

 Banning individual fireworks is one solution, but the economic impact to local economies could be significant. Other options include 
additional taxes on fireworks to pay for the clean up. However, this is problematic as many fireworks are sold by the area tribes and the 
state of Washington cannot impose taxes on them. Another potential solution is designating certain zones where lighting individual 
fireworks is allowed (prohibiting in other areas) to make cleanup easier. Fireworks are banned on DNR lands, but that is just a small portion 
of the overall coast.  

 Kate believes we should consult area tribes before we make any recommendation. Many of the Fireworks are sold by the tribes. The area 
tribes have largely been absent from WCMAC proceedings; however, they may have technical staff that would be willing to participate in 



 

 

WCMAC discussions. The Centennial Accord Meeting in October would be a great place to bring this up. Larry Thevik adds that WCMAC does 
have a history of working with the Quinault, for example in opposition to the proposed oil terminal. 

 The Steering Committee will discuss this topic and a timeline in more detail. We may submit for a resolution instead of legislation. The 
Department of Ecology has litter funds that may be able to used to fund clean-up efforts.  And Mike Rechner will investigate if DNR has any 
funds that could be used to reimburse costs. Peter can work with Mike directly to determine if any are available. 

 

Public Comment 

Meeting recording  
 Teri Wright says the Hoquiam Pellet Plant could impact the Shahalis flow due to the doubling of logging in the area and it could impact the 

Chinook salmon, which is in the process of being listed as threatened or endangered. The pellet plant is going to do a lot of environmental 
damage and only result in 4 jobs.   

 Lee First comments that a pollution report is due in two weeks and we may want to review the conclusions of the report at the next WCMAC 
meeting.  

 Molly Bold counters that the jobs impact is MUCH greater and we may want to have someone from the Hoquiam Pellet Plant project speak 
to WCMAC to counter some of the misinformation that seems to be spreading regarding the project. The plant does not use whole logs. This 
will be discussed at the Steering Committee meeting as a potential topic for the December 3rd WCMAC meeting. 

Closing and Adjournment  

 2026 Meeting schedule  

o We’d like everyone to review calendars and be ready to share 2026 dates that don’t work due to conflicts like the WDFW North of 
Falcon meeting.  

o Dave to send out a Doodle poll and possibly a survey to determine the best dates for our 2026 meetings, which have to be published 
sometime in January.   

o The 2025 schedule avoided major conflicts and worked out pretty well.  

o https://www.pcouncil.org/council_meeting/2025-council-meeting-schedule/  



 

 

 Next WCMAC Meeting: December 3, 2025. Potential agenda items include ocean cables briefing, federal drilling proposal, fireworks follow-
up, economic resilience, Hoquiam Pellet plant, WCMAC Budget letter to the Governor (see note below) and coastal program updates. 

 WCMAC’s budget letter to the Governor this year will be later this usual. We will wait until the Governor publishes the state budget. We 
don’t anticipate many new initiatives this year. 

 Meeting adjourned at 2:43pm 

 

Action Items 

Action Assignee Notes 
Write a one-page document to 
establish an Economic 
Resilience Committee 

Rod Fleck, Chair, Kate Litle, 
Larry Thevik, Michele Conrad, 
Kevin Decker  

Purpose/charge, key questions, 
needed expertise, expected 
outputs, draft timeline. 

Discuss next steps for Fireworks 
and Marine Debris discussion 

Steering Committee Review options and discuss 
recommendations for Governor. 

Coordinate briefing on Sea-Link 
Ocean Cabling Project for Dec 
WCMAC meeting 

Steering Committee, Facilitator May have multiple presenters in 
December. 

Write a letter of thanks and 
appreciation for Cascadia and 
Nicole Gutierrez’ work on 
WCMAC. 

Rod Fleck  

Poll WCMAC members for good 
and bad dates for 2026 WCMAC 
meetings 

Facilitator In process 

 
 

  



 

 

Appendix C – Draft December WCMAC Meeting Summary 

Washington Coastal Marine Advisory Council Meeting 
Draft Summary 

Tuesday, December 3, 2025 
Part 1 from 10:00am – 12:00pm 

Part 2 from 1:00pm – 3:00pm 
 

This meeting summary provides key action items and discussion highlights from the WCMAC meeting. For more, see below: 
 Meeting materials and presentations can be found on the WCMAC website: https://www.ezview.wa.gov/?alias=1962&pageid=37058 
 Meeting recordings – which contain full transcripts – can be viewed here: Washington Coastal Marine Advisory Council - TVW 
 

High-Level Summary (more information for each item provided below) 

 Minutes – October 2025 WCMAC Meeting minutes were reviewed and adopted by consensus.  
 Governor’s Office - Owen Rowe explained that the Governor’s Office is currently reviewing statewide appointments, including WCMAC 

seats. Members will continue serving during this process, will be asked to reapply as needed, and are encouraged to help identify 
candidates for upcoming vacancies. He thanked WCMAC members for their continued service and for their patience while he and the 
staff review and approve membership applications. 

 MRC Updates – Updates included a new grant to strengthen landowner–government relationships in Wahkiakum County, continued 
project development in Grays Harbor, and a sharp increase in European green crab landings in Pacific County. 

 Agency Updates - Agencies reported generally stable operations in a constrained budget environment. Ecology noted a hiring freeze and 
staff changes; DNR reported no new budget proposals and shared that Commissioner staff transitions are underway; WDFW and State 
Parks had no major updates. 

 Economic Resilience Technical Committee – WCMAC approved formation of an Economic Resilience Technical Committee, with edits to 
its one-page charge and an initial focus on narrowing scope. Rod Fleck and Molly Bold were confirmed as co-chairs. 

 Public Comments – Commenters urged continued learning on offshore wind energy, suggested adding out-of-state fishermen to WCMAC, 
raised concerns about toxic cleanup sites around Grays Harbor, and noted potential salmon and orca impacts from a proposed dam in the 
Chehalis basin. 



 

 

 SeaLink Cable Landing Project – SeaLink Networks and partners presented the Washington Fiber Project, a new subsea fiber system 
landing at Westport that will replace aging Alaska cables, connect to the I-5 corridor, and expand broadband access. Presenters described 
routing, burial practices, and coordination with fishermen and tribes; WCMAC expressed interest in a follow-up open house in early 2026.  

 Budget Letter – WCMAC agreed to direct this year’s budget letter to the Legislature and authorized the Steering Committee to draft it 
once the Governor’s budget is released. 

 Closing and Adjournment - Members began setting 2026 meeting dates, with March 18 (or March 25) 2026 identified as the next 
meeting window. Potential March agenda items include an open house with SeaLink, an update on European green crab, follow-up on 
economic resilience, and a briefing on the Hoquiam Pellet Plant. 

  



 

 

Attendance 

 
WCMAC Members 
 

Seat Name Attendance 
Coastal Economic Development 
Group 

Paula Culbertson Present 

Department of Ecology Bobbak Talebi Present 
Coastal Port Molly Bold Present 
Coastal Recreation Peter Steelquist Present 
Commercial Fishing Brian Blake Present 
North Pacific MRC Rod Fleck Present 
Coastal Energy Christian Meinig Present 
Department of Fish & Wildlife Corey Niles Present 
Shellfish Aquaculture David Beugli Present 
Grays Harbor MRC Garrett Dalan Present 
Science Organization Katie Arkema Present 
Washington State Parks Matt Niles Present 
Department of Natural 
Resources 

Michael Rechner Present 

   
Washington Sea Grant Kate Litle Absent 
Commercial Fishing Larry Thevik Absent 
Educational Institution Nives Dolsak Absent 
Recreational Fishing Phil Anderson Absent 
Pacific MRC Michael Nordin Absent 

 
 
Others Present (as noted on the in-person sign-in sheet and Zoom log-in) 
 

Affiliation Name Attendance 
Washington Dept. of Ecology Casey Dennehy Present 



 

 

Public (Self) David Nightingale Present 
OFCC Scott McMullen Present 
Facilitator Dave Frederick Present 
Facilitator Katherine Boyd Present 
TVW Julia Logan Present 
NWIFC Eliza Ghitis Present 
Governor’s Office (Policy 
Advisor) 

Owen Rowe Present 

 Max Showalter Present 
 Ann Skelton Present 
SeaLink Networks Ryan Wopschall Present 
SeaRisk Solutions Wolfgang Rain Present 
   

 
 

Introductions 

Meeting recording  

10:00 a.m. – Meeting called to order 
 Chair Rod Fleck opened the meeting, reviewed the agenda and process, and initiated roll call. 
 Facilitator Dave Frederick (Halcyon Northwest) welcomed participants to the meeting, reviewed the agenda, meeting ground rules, and 

public comment procedures. Members confirmed the draft October 2025 meeting summary with no substantial changes; the minutes were 
adopted by consensus. 

 

WCMAC Updates 



 

 

Announcements 

 
Staff shared that the Governor’s Office is in the process of reviewing and reappointing members to boards and commissions statewide. 

 

Updates 
Meeting recording  

MRC Updates  

 North Pacific MRC – Rod Fleck shared that the MRC is continuing community engagement on coastal policy issues and monitoring regional 
developments, including offshore energy planning and spill-response capacity. He noted ongoing work on coastal infrastructure resilience 
and emphasized keeping rural communities informed as new federal and state initiatives advance. 

 Wahkiakum MRC – Paula Culbertson reported on a university-supported grant aimed at improving relationships and trust between local 
landowners and government. The work focuses on shared shoreline issues along the river corridor. This is a pilot project called “Common 
Ground”. 

 Grays Harbor MRC – Grays Harbor is in a typical planning phase and is seeking strong projects to utilize current biennium funding.  
 Pacific County / Green Crab – David Beugli reported that European green crab catches increased sharply, with an individual fisher reporting 

approximately 80,000 crabs landed in November—roughly double the total reported in the previous year. Members flagged this as a 
potential topic for a deeper dive at a future meeting, depending on full-season results. 
 

Agency Updates 

 
 WA Department of Fish and Wildlife - Corey Niles reported no major updates. 
 WA State Parks - Matt Niles reported no major updates. 
 DNR (Mike Rechner) – No new coastal budget initiatives; Mike shared that he will retire in spring 2026, and members noted that the March 

2026 meeting will likely be his last WCMAC meeting. 
 Ecology (Bobbak Talebi) – Ecology is operating under a hiring freeze, and staff transitions are occurring as Casey Dennehy goes on parental 

leave. Ecology continues to focus on supporting coastal communities and tribes through existing programs. 
 WA Department of Commerce: Stephanie Bowman has transitioned from her Commerce role; a replacement will be appointed by year-end. 



 

 

General Coastal Updates 

There were no updates shared for the general coastal updates.  

 

Sensing Session Themes Discussion 
WCMAC Facilitators presented a SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats) framework to reflect on recent conversations with 
members and the role of the commission: 

 Members discussed how the lack of a clearly articulated statewide coastal strategy can be both a challenge and an opportunity, and 
whether it should be characterized as a “weakness” or an external “threat.” 

 Several members emphasized that WCMAC’s diversity, across regions and sectors, is a strength, even when it makes consensus harder. 

 Threats identified included the loss of physical and federal infrastructure along the coast and continuing federal program cuts that affect 
science, enforcement, and community capacity. 

 Energy resilience was raised as a cross-cutting theme that should be incorporated into future work, alongside economic resilience. 

Members underscored the need to communicate these threats and tradeoffs in ways that resonate with coastal residents over the long term. 
 

Morning Public Comment 

 David Nightingale urged WCMAC to continue tracking offshore wind, noting that federal policy could shift again under future 
administrations and offering to present his independent analysis at a later meeting.  

 Scott McMullen suggested considering representation for fishermen who fish out of state but rely on Washington ports, given the large 
number of Washington-based vessels in Alaska fisheries. 

 Lee First (Twin Harbors Waterkeeper) highlighted legacy toxic sites and degrading chemical storage tanks around Grays Harbor, 
encouraged members to use the “What’s in My Neighborhood?” tool to identify sites, and offered to provide a future briefing on 
cleanup needs. 

 Teri Wright (Salmon and Orca advocate) informed WCMAC of a recently released draft EIS for a proposed dam in the Chehalis basin, 
expressing concern about potential impacts on salmon migration, coastal economies, and orcas. 

SeaLink Cable Landing Project 

Meeting recording  



 

 

In the afternoon, WCMAC received a detailed briefing on the SeaLink Cable Landing Project from Ryan Wopschall (SeaLink Networks), Wolfgang 
Rain (Sea Risk Solutions), and Scott McMullen (Oregon Fishermen’s Cable Committee). 
Key points included: 

Project Overview – SeaLink, a subsidiary of Alaska Power and Telephone, is developing the Washington Fiber Project, a subsea fiber 
network that will replace aging cables serving Alaska and improve broadband connectivity for coastal communities. The project 
includes a landing at Westport, with six planned seaward conduits and onshore facilities on city-leased parcels for cable landing and 
communications equipment. Backhaul will connect the landing to the I-5 corridor and ultimately to Seattle, with local access 
networks envisioned along the route. 

Timeline and Scale – The Alaska-bound cable is expected to be installed in 2028, with additional cables phased in through approximately 
2032. The system is designed to provide broadband service to thousands of residents while increasing regional network redundancy. 

Fisheries Coordination – Wolfgang Rain explained that properly buried cables generally pose little interference with fishing. The Oregon 
Fishermen’s Cable Committee (OFCC) uses local fishermen’s knowledge to help route cables away from hard bottom and high-risk 
areas, and a cable-snag hotline exists to address any exposure issues. Scott McMullen shared Oregon’s experience, noting that 
careful planning and route adjustments have improved both cable protection and fishing opportunities. 

Environmental and Tribal Considerations – Commenters asked about construction noise, potential impacts on marine mammals and 
other species, and opportunities to schedule work around whale migrations or use lower-impact survey methods.  

Eliza Ghitis (North West Indian Fisheries Commission) - emphasized the importance of tribal consultation and asked about SeaLink’s 
engagement plan. SeaLink representatives stated that tribal outreach, including to the Quinault Indian Nation, is planned as permits 
advance, and acknowledged Quinault’s longstanding interest in cable landings on their lands. 

SeaLink expressed willingness to hold a dedicated open house with WCMAC and coastal stakeholders, potentially in Olympia, in early 2026. 
Members supported pursuing that opportunity and suggested inviting tribal partners and fisheries representatives 

Federal Offshore Drilling 
Following prior discussions in October, WCMAC revisited federal offshore drilling and related federal energy policies. Peter Steelquist 
summarized recent developments and ongoing advocacy by Surfrider and Ecology. Members reiterated that, while current federal proposals 
may not target Washington waters directly, WCMAC should remain engaged and ready to provide recommendations that emphasize: 

protection of existing coastal economies and resources, 
consistency with the Marine Spatial Plan, and 
alignment with WCMAC’s prior guidance on offshore energy and emerging uses. 



 

 

Members also discussed that although Washington is not identified in the current leasing proposal, activities in Northern California and other 
West Coast regions could still affect Washington’s coast, particularly through increased tanker traffic, spill risk, and cumulative regional impacts. 

Members agreed this topic intersects with both economic and energy resilience and should be considered in future committee work. 

Budget Letter 

With the Governor’s budget expected in mid-December and little new funding anticipated, WCMAC discussed its annual budget letter. Members 
noted that legislative decisions will shape program capacity over the next biennium and agreed that this year’s letter should be directed to the 
Legislature rather than the Governor. 

WCMAC approved a motion authorizing the Steering Committee to draft and transmit the letter on behalf of the Council once the Governor’s 
proposal is released. The letter will highlight critical coastal needs, including agency capacity, MRC support, and ongoing work on economic and 
energy resilience, while recognizing overall budget constraints. 

Closing and Adjournment  

 In closing, members began identifying 2026 meeting dates, with March 18, 2026 (and March 25 as a backup) flagged for the next WCMAC 
meeting, followed by tentative dates in June, September, and December to avoid conflicts with other key coastal meetings. 

 Meeting dates decided on for 2026: 

 Wednesday, March 18 
 Wednesday, June 3 (location TBD) 
 Wednesday, September 30 
 Wednesday, December 9 

 Potential agenda items for March include: 

 A SeaLink open house or follow-up discussion, 
 An update from WDFW on European green crab, 
 An update from the Economic Resilience Technical Committee, and 
 A briefing on the Hoquiam Pellet Plant, subject to Steering Committee discussion. 

 Meeting adjourned at: 3:00 pm 



 

 

Action Items 

Action Assignee Notes 
Edit one-page document to establish an Economic 
Resilience Technical Committee 

Dave Frederick (Facilitator)  

 


