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WASHINGTON COASTAL MARINE ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING 
Wednesday, June 3rd, 2026    

Part 1 from 10:00am – 12:00pm 
Part 2 from 1:00pm – 3:30pm 

TVW’s Broadcast Channel - 
https://tvw.org 

Link to Materials - 
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/?alias=1962

&pageid=37058 

Morning Public Comment Sign-up - 
https://forms.office.com/r/vybhgcqFaC 

Afternoon Public Comment Sign-up - 
https://forms.office.com/r/83SxWjpTb6 

In person: Rainforest Art Center - 35 N. Forks Ave, Forks, WA 98331 
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83068007661 

Meeting ID: 830 6800 7661 | Passcode: Not needed (just press #) 
Call in number: 1-253-215-8782 (use Meeting ID above) 

June 3rd 2026 Agenda 
Time Agenda Item and Description Objective  Presenter(s) 
10:00 - 10:25 
am 
(25 min) 

Welcome and Introductions, Agenda Review 
• Acknowledge recording of WCMAC meeting 
• Welcome from Chair 
• Roll call  

o Welcome new members (Hannah 
Blackstock, DNR and Shannon Matson, 
Commerce) 

• Meeting ground rules 
• Review Agenda 
• Adopt summary of March meeting minutes  

Information, Action 
Reference Materials:  
• June 2026 Agenda 
• Draft March 2026 Meeting 

Summary (Appendix A) 

• Chair 
• David Frederick, Facilitator 
 

10:25 - 11:00 
am 
(35 min) 

Updates  
• Governor’s Office Updates 
• MRC Updates (NPC, Wahkiakum, GH, Pac) 
• Agency Updates (WDFW, Parks, DNR, Comm, 

ECY) 
• Vote to add Hannah Blackstock (DNR) to 

Steering Committee  
• General Coastal Updates - Open 

Information, Discussion, Vote 
 

• David Frederick, Facilitator 
• Governor’s Office  
• Other State Agency representatives 
• WCMAC members 

https://tvw.org/
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/?alias=1962&pageid=37058
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/?alias=1962&pageid=37058
https://forms.office.com/r/vybhgcqFaC
https://forms.office.com/r/83SxWjpTb6
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83068007661


 

 
 

2 

Time Agenda Item and Description Objective  Presenter(s) 
11:00am – 
11:15pm 
(15 minutes) 
 

Economic Resilience Committee -  
Summary of Mar, April, May meetings 
 

Inform • David Frederick, Facilitator 
• Molly Bold, Committee Co-Chair 

 

11:15am  
11:45am  
(30 Minutes) 

Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary 
Management Plan 
 
 
 

Informational • David Frederick, Facilitator 
• Helene Scalliet, Olympic Coast 

National Marine Sanctuary 

11:45 – Noon 
(15 min) 

Morning Public Comment Period 
Encourage commenters to limit their comments to no 
more than 3-minutes to allow for all public comments 
to be received. 
 

Input from the Public 
 

• David Frederick, Katherine Boyd, 
Facilitators 

12:00pm – 
1:00pm 

Lunch – WCMAC Members will be provided lunch 
Reconvene at 1:00pm in-person and/or using same Zoom link 

1pm – 1:45 
(45 minutes) 

Kelp Forest and Eelgrass Meadows Engagement 
Plan  

Information and Discussion • David Frederick, Facilitator 
• Cynthia Harbison, DNR 

1:45 – 2:45  
(60 minutes) 

Forks/Olympic Peninsula  
• SMEA Students Presentation (Students) 
• ONRC Marine Programs update (Vera Trainer) 
• Kum’-tuks (Avery Tatters and Jennifer Hagen) 
 

Information and Discussion 
 

• David Frederick, Facilitator 
• Vera Trainer 
• Jennifer Hagan 
• Avery Tatters 

 
2:45 – 3:00 
(15 minutes) 

Afternoon Public Comment Period 
Encourage commenters to limit their comments to no 
more than 3-minutes to allow for all public comments 
to be received. 
 

Input from the Public • David Frederick, Katherine Boyd 
Facilitator 
 

3:00 - 3:30 
pm 
(30 min) 

Next Steps and Adjourn  
- Next WCMAC Meeting Sept 30, 2026, in 
Aberdeen (and online). Potential Agenda Items 
for September: 

- Dungeness Crab 
- Call for other future agenda items  

 

Discussion 
 

• WCMAC members 
• Chair 

4:00 – 
5:00pm 

Field Trip in La Push 
• La Push Marina/Harbor Upgrades 
• Lightfish Kum’-tuk Demo 

Information • Jennifer Hagen 
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Time Agenda Item and Description Objective  Presenter(s) 
• Economic Development in La Push 
 

5:30 - ??? No Host Social Event 
Blakelee’s Bar and Grill, 1222 S Forks Ave, Forks 

Networking and Socializing N/A 
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Meeting Ground Rules 

1. Be Respectful 
• Listen when others are speaking.  Do not interrupt and do not participate in side conversations. One person speaks at a time. 
• Recognize the legitimacy of the concerns and interests of others, whether or not you agree with them.  
• Cooperate with the facilitator to ensure that everyone is given equitable time to state their views. Present your views succinctly 

and try not to repeat or rephrase what others have already said. 
• Silence cell phones and refrain for using laptops during the meeting, except to take notes. 

2. Be Constructive 
• Participate in the spirit of giving the same priority to solving the problems of others as you do to solving your own problems. 
• Share comments that are solution focused.  Avoid repeating past discussions. 
• Do not engage in personal attacks or make slanderous statements.  Do not give ultimatums. 
• Ask for clarification if you are uncertain of what another person is saying. Ask questions rather than make assumptions. 
• Work towards consensus. Identify areas of common ground and be willing to compromise. 
• Minimize the use of jargon and acronyms.  Attempt to use language observers and laypersons will understand. 

3. Be Productive 
• Arrive on time and stay until the meeting is adjourned. 
• Adhere to the agenda.  Respect time constraints and focus on the topic being discussed. 
• Volunteer for tasks between meetings. 

4. Bring a Sense of Humor and Have Fun. 
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Appendix A. Meeting Presentations 

March presentations will be posted to EZ View after the meeting. 
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Washington Coastal Marine
Advisory Council Meeting

Draft Summary
Wednesday, March 18, 2026

Part 1 from 10:00am – 12:00pm
Part 2 from 1:00pm – 3:30pm

This meeting summary provides key action items and discussion highlights from the
WCMAC meeting. For more, see below:

 Meeting materials and presentations can be found on the WCMAC
website: https://www.ezview.wa.gov/?alias=1962&pageid=37058 Meeting recordings – which contain full transcripts – can be viewed
here: Washington Coastal Marine Advisory Council - TVW

High-Level Summary (more information for each item
provided below)

 Minutes – December 2025 WCMAC Meeting minutes were adopted by
consensus. MRC Updates – Updates included a new grant to strengthen

https://www.ezview.wa.gov/?alias=1962&pageid=37058
https://tvw.org/
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landowner–government relationships in Wahkiakum County, continued project
development in Grays Harbor, and a sharp increase in European green crab
landings in Pacific County. Agency Updates - Agencies reported generally stable operations in a
constrained budget environment. Ecology noted staff changes; DNR reported
no new budget proposals and shared that staff transitions are underway;
WDFW and State Parks had no major updates. Economic Resilience Committee – WCMAC approved formation of an
Economic Resilience Committee, with edits to its one-pager and scope. Rod
Fleck and Molly Bold are the co-chairs of this committee. Energy Sector Update –David Nightingale provided an overview of
Washington’s energy system and offshore wind considerations, including
seasonal demand, cost, infrastructure constraints, and siting tradeoffs.
Discussion emphasized the importance of balancing energy planning with
potential impacts on coastal industries, communities, and ecosystems. European Green Crab – Presenters from WDFW and partners provided an
update on European green crab monitoring and response efforts along the
Washington coast. The discussion highlighted recent trends in detections and
removals, ongoing trapping programs, and coordination across agencies and
stakeholders; WCMAC expressed interest in continued updates and regional
coordination to address ecological and economic impacts. Public Comments – Commenters raised concerns about energy development
and its potential impacts on coastal ecosystems and economies, highlighted
risks to whales and fisheries. Other comments referenced federal endangered
species regulatory actions, and suggested improvements to the structure and
timing of public comment opportunities. Governor’s Office – A brief update from Owen Rowe from the Governor’s
Office highlighted ongoing coordination on WCMAC and MRC-related
appointments, noting a high volume of open positions and the need to align
appointment processes with statutory requirements. Closing and Adjournment – In closing, the Members of WCMAC discussed
potential agenda items for June and confirmed next steps. The meeting was
adjourned at around 3:15pm.

Attendance
WCMAC Members

Seat Name Attendance
Commercial Fishing Brian Blake Present
Commercial Fishing Larry Thevik Present
Economic Conrad Michelle Conrad Present
Coastal Sciences Christian Meinig Present
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Coastal Recreation Peter Steelquist Present
Recreational Fishing Phil Anderson Absent
North Pacific MRC Rod Fleck Present
Shellfish Aquaculture David Beugli Present
Science Organization Katie Arkema Present
Grays Harbor MRC Garrett Dalan Present
North Coast MRC Rod Fleck Present
Pacific MRC Micheal Nordin Present
Coastal Economic
Development Group

Paula Culbertson Present

Department of Fish and
Wildlife

Corey Niles Present

Department of Natural
Resources

Michael Rechner Present

Commercial Fishing Larry Thevik Present
Washington Sea Grant Kate Litle Absent
Department of Ecology Bobbak Talebi Present
Coastal Port Molly Bold Present
Washington State Parks Matt Niles Absent

Others Present (as noted on the in-person sign-in sheet and Zoom log-in)

Affiliation Name Attendance
Washington Dept. of Ecology Mai Aoki Present
Public David Nightingale Present
Facilitator Dave Frederick Present
Facilitator Katherine Boyd Present
TVW Julia Logan Present
NWIFC Nick Tealer Present
NWIFC Veronica Pagowski Present
Governor’s Office (Policy
Advisor)

Owen Rowe Present

Dept of Fish and Wildlife Raquel Crosier Present
Dept of Fish and Wildlife Dr. Brian Turner Present
Public Teri Wright Present
West Coast Ocean Alliance
Fellow at Department of
Ecology

Taylor Bruntl Present

WA Sea Grant Kevin Decker Present
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Introductions
Meeting recording

10:00 a.m. – Meeting called to order

 Facilitator Dave Frederick (Halcyon Northwest) welcomed participants, reviewed
meeting ground rules, public comment procedures, and confirmed the meeting
would be recorded and streamed on TVW. Chair Rod Fleck opened the meeting, reviewed the agenda and process, and
initiated roll call. Members reviewed the draft December 2025 meeting summary and the minutes
were adopted by consensus. Veronica Pagowski from the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission introduced
herself as their new oceanographer. She described working with coastal tribes
that have vested interest in marine issues.

WCMAC Updates
Meeting recording

Announcements
 No formal WCMAC announcements were noted during this portion of the

meeting. Members did, however, confirm attendance planning for the June 3,
2026 meeting in Forks, including expected in-person participation and
continued Zoom access for remote attendees. Rod Fleck recognized this meeting as member Mike Rechner’s (Department of
Natural Resources) last WCMAC meeting prior to his retirement. Mike Rechner is
a valued WCMAC member and long-time Steering Committee member and
tirelessly worked in the Department of Natural Resources in the Aquatics
Division for much of his career. Rod and Mike Nordin thanked Mike for his work in
public service, service as a Captain in the US Air Force, and contributions to the
State of Washington and to the Washington Coastal Marine Advisory Council.

Updates
Meeting recording

MRAC Updates
 Rod Fleck shared that he was unable to attend the most recent MRAC meeting

due to a scheduling conflict after it was rescheduled from October to December.
He noted that the old chair of MRAC was honored, and they have a new chair.
Meeting materials and summaries had been circulated, including research
presentations and discussions on coastal topics such as razor clams and
indigenous crab, and suggested that some of those topics could be useful for
future WCMAC speakers or discussions. Rod also noted he could report back to

https://tvw.org/video/washington-coastal-marine-advisory-council-2026031054/?eventID=2026031054
https://tvw.org/video/washington-coastal-marine-advisory-council-2026031054/?eventID=2026031054
https://tvw.org/video/washington-coastal-marine-advisory-council-2026031054/?eventID=2026031054
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the Steering Committee regarding attendance and participation by coastal
representatives.

MRC Updates
 North Pacific MRC – Rod Fleck reported on recent North Pacific MRC

discussions, including mentioning a presentation from CoastSavers on marine
debris research and a presentation on humpback whale acoustic ecology. He
also reported the Oceans and Rivers film festival was also a recent topic. He
highlighted findings related to debris accumulation and noted continued interest
in marine ecosystem monitoring and coastal science topics. Wahkiakum MRC – Paula Culbertson reported that Wahkiakum MRC is working
to allocate its remaining grant funding and is participating in an Oregon State
University-supported “Common Ground” initiative intended to improve dialogue
and trust between landowners and agencies. The next meeting is the week of
March 25th. She noted that the effort has produced constructive exchanges and
may serve as a useful model for addressing shared local concerns. Grays Harbor MRC – Molly Bold from Grays Harbor MRC reported increased
participation and five new members engaged in the last few months. She
highlighted continued progress in implementing projects and utilizing biennium
funding. She noted that recent presentations and information sharing have
supported the MRC’s ongoing efforts and contributed to building momentum
across its work. Molly emphasized positive coordination with Haley Smith for
Gray’s Harbor, and Dave Frederick’s facilitation for WCMAC. She shared progress
on a number of developments, and mentioned recent presentations on erosion
and flooding issues. Additionally, an update on Port of Grays Harbor activities
was provided, noting that the port is currently undertaking the largest expansion
project in its history through the T4 soybean meal export facility, which is
expected to become operational this summer. She also shared that mitigation
site work related to the T4 project has been completed, and that the T4 dock
infrastructure has been modernized. In addition, she highlighted ongoing
improvements to public waterfront access facilities, recent outreach through
Washington Seafood Day, and significant planned investment in the Westport
Marina, where more than $20 million in grant-funded improvements are pending.
She emphasized the port’s continued commitment to supporting economic
growth, fishing infrastructure, and seafood processing in Grays Harbor. Pacific County – Mike Nordin described ongoing capacity and recruitment
challenges, while also noting active planning for the annual science conference
and the upcoming MRC Summit. Members discussed efforts to adjust meeting
structure to quarterly, increase engagement, and continue supporting coastal
projects despite limited implementation and staffing resources. Mike reports
another challenge of working to fill key positions.

Agency Updates
 WA Department of Fish and Wildlife (Corey Niles) – Corey Niles reported

that there were no program-specific coastal updates beyond broader agency
budget review and implementation planning. He mentions the recent budget
cuts and the potential loss of 11 FTEs in the enforcement program.
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 WA State Parks – No update was provided, as a State Parks representative was
not present during this portion of the meeting. DNR (Mike Rechner) – Mike Rechner reported that DNR was continuing to work
through budget implications and noted a possible opportunity to support
post–Fourth of July debris disposal efforts, pending follow-up by his successor.
Members also recognized this as Mike’s final WCMAC meeting ahead of his
retirement and acknowledged his long-standing contributions to the Council and
coastal work statewide. Mike’s successor will be Hannah Blackstock. WA Department of Commerce – No Commerce representative was present.
Members noted that the agency is working to fill the open position that would
normally serve on WCMAC. Ecology (Bobbak Talebi) – Bobbak Talebi noted that Ecology is also working
through significant budget pressures and shared that Casey Dennehy had begun
parental leave following the birth of his child. No additional major agency
updates were provided.

General Coastal Updates

 Briefing from Mike Nordin, Pacific Conservation District representative, on a
newly completed best management practices guide for shellfish farmers
developed through the Washington State Conservation Commission’s Farms and
Fields program, in collaboration with conservation districts statewide and
localized for West Coast conditions. Michele Conrad discussed concerns regarding Pacific Seafood’s wastewater
permit renewal process and the potential economic impacts of temporary
processing closures in Westport during key pink shrimp and crab seasons. Larry Thevik shared that the Washington Dungeness Crab Fishermen’s
Association will meet with WDFW for an update on the crab season, including
concerns about lower volumes and allocation issues. He said he would report
back with additional data. Referencing a Pacific Seafood fact sheet, he raised
concerns that changes in the permit process could lead to a shutdown with
significant economic impacts for a major seafood processor. He emphasized that
permitting processes should not become an undue barrier and noted the broader
implications for coastal fisheries and processors. He also expressed support for
WCMAC helping share relevant data. Bobbak Talebi acknowledged the concerns raised regarding Pacific Seafood and
said Ecology is open to continuing the conversation and sharing more
information about the draft permit process. He noted that the underlying Clean
Water Act requirements have not changed and have been in place since the
1970s, while emphasizing that the draft permit was intended in part to support
Pacific Seafood’s path toward compliance. He also clarified that the current
permit would remain in effect during the upcoming season, and reiterated
Ecology’s recognition of the seafood industry’s importance to the coast’s
economic resilience. Brian Blake, speaking as President of the Coalition of Coastal Fisheries,
emphasized the importance of Westport as one of the nation’s major fishing
ports and noted that any processing disruption would have serious
consequences for fishing families and coastal jobs. While acknowledging Ecology
as a constructive partner, he expressed hope that a path forward can be found
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that both meets Clean Water Act requirements and allows processing capacity in
Westport to continue and grow. Mike Nordin, speaking from his role with the Pacific County Marine Resources
Committee, noted that although Westport is outside his committee’s immediate
area, the economic impacts of processing disruptions would ripple into
neighboring coastal communities where many fishermen live. He also raised
broader concerns about regulatory consistency. Halcyon Northwest noted that, because the issue around permitting arose late in
the agenda, WCMAC did not have sufficient time for a full discussion during the
meeting. As a next step, members suggested using the upcoming Economic
Resilience Committee meeting for a preliminary discussion of the broader
economic resilience implications. Rod Fleck indicated that the committee could
use that meeting to gather more information about the broader process, while
recognizing that a more robust discussion might require additional time and
input from stakeholders. David Beugli, representing the Willapa-Grays Harbor Oyster Growers Association,
reported ongoing concerns about sediment buildup in Willapa Bay harbors and
the resulting impacts on shellfish infrastructure and deliveries. He noted that the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers issued a second RFP in November 2025 for
dredging work at several locations, and said the industry is hoping contracts will
be awarded soon. He emphasized that limited channel access at low tide is
becoming a significant operational issue, particularly for oysters time and
temperature requirements.

Governor’s office updates
 Owen Rowe noted that the Governor’s Office is managing a large volume of

statewide board and commission appointments, including WCMAC-related
positions, and acknowledged ongoing questions regarding appointment and
reappointment processes for MRC representatives. Owen indicated that the
Governor’s Office would continue coordinating on those questions and work to
align appointment processes with statutory requirements.

Economic Resilience Committee
Meeting recording

During the morning session, WCMAC reviewed a summary of the Economic
Resilience Committee’s first two meetings and discussed a one-page authorization
letter outlining the committee’s purpose and initial scope. Facilitators emphasized
that the committee had already begun convening to explore regional economic
resilience priorities and opportunities for coordination.

Discussion focused on the committee’s role in aligning with existing efforts.
Members identified key areas of focus, and ensuring that its work complements
ongoing initiatives across coastal communities, agencies, and stakeholders.

https://tvw.org/video/washington-coastal-marine-advisory-council-2026031054/?eventID=2026031054
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Members also discussed the importance of maintaining flexibility in the committee’s
structure as it develops, allowing for adaptation based on emerging needs and
available resources.

Following discussion and public comment, WCMAC approved the formation of the
Economic Resilience Committee and authorized continued refinement of the
committee’s scope and approach moving forward.

Morning Public Comment
Meeting recording

The morning public comment period took place just before the lunch break, around
11:45 AM, as scheduled in the agenda.

 Teri Wright (Public- Salmon and Orca advocate) raised concerns about recent
federal activity related to the Endangered Species Committee, noting that it is a
rarely convened body with significant authority to override environmental
protections. A 2025 executive order was referenced and it was noted that
federal actions that could expand use of emergency authorities for energy
development. There was concern that these actions could weaken environmental
safeguards, particularly in sensitive coastal ecosystems. The broader idea that
ecosystems are interconnected such as forests and marine ecosystems was also
referenced.

Energy Sector Update
Meeting recording

In the afternoon, WCMAC received a detailed briefing on regional energy systems
and offshore wind considerations from David Nightingale (Energy Manager and
Community Energy Strategist), with discussion from council members and
stakeholders.

Key points included: Energy System Overview – David Nightingale provided an overview of
Washington’s energy system, noting the state’s significant reliance on
hydropower and long-standing investments in conservation, which have reduced
the need for new generation compared to other regions. He emphasized that the
Pacific Northwest is unique in that energy demand peaks in the winter, making
winter generation particularly valuable. Cost and Resource Considerations – The presentation reviewed the cost
structure of different energy sources, highlighting that offshore wind remains
more expensive than other generation options and is not currently cost-
competitive. David Nightingale noted that future cost reductions will depend on
supply chain development and economies of scale, with potential
competitiveness projected in the coming decades. Offshore Wind Potential – David Nightingale highlighted that offshore wind off
the Washington coast has strong potential, particularly because wind generation

https://tvw.org/video/washington-coastal-marine-advisory-council-2026031054/?eventID=2026031054
https://tvw.org/video/washington-coastal-marine-advisory-council-2026031054/?eventID=2026031054
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aligns with peak winter demand. Analysis referenced during the presentation
suggested that Washington’s offshore wind resource may be seasonally
advantageous compared to other West Coast regions, though development
timelines remain uncertain. Infrastructure and Grid Constraints – Discussion emphasized that energy
challenges extend beyond generation to include transmission capacity and grid
constraints. Members noted that existing transmission systems are nearing
capacity in some regions, and that solutions such as grid-scale battery storage
could help improve system efficiency and better utilize available energy
resources. Siting and Tradeoffs – Participants discussed potential locations for wind
development, including onshore ridgelines near transmission infrastructure and
offshore areas, while noting that siting decisions must consider impacts to
existing industries and ecosystems. Members emphasized the importance of
marine spatial planning and mitigation strategies if offshore wind development
were to proceed. Discussion and Key Considerations – WCMAC members raised broader
questions regarding the tradeoffs of energy development, including cost,
infrastructure readiness, and environmental and economic impacts. Some
participants noted that the presentation focused on the energy system
perspective and suggested the need for continued discussion on impacts to
coastal industries and communities.

European Green Crab
Meeting recording

Raquel Crosier (WDFW) and Dr. Brian Turner provided an update on European green
crab monitoring and response efforts along the Washington coast. Presenters
reported that detections have expanded further upriver, with more than 3 million
green crabs removed from marine waters since early 2025. They noted that
populations peaked in 2022, with seasonal catch patterns typically highest between
September and January.

 Discussion highlighted both progress and ongoing challenges in managing the
species. Participants also noted that populations remain a concern, particularly on the
coast and in Willapa Bay and Grays Harbor. Members also discussed the
difficulty of estimating total population size and the need for better
understanding of how removals relate to overall abundance.

Presentation summary: 2025 Monitoring and Removal Trends – Raquel Crosier presented updated
detection and removal data, noting geographic expansion in several regions as
well as continued large-scale removal efforts by state, tribal, local, and industry
partners. Presenters reported that populations generally peaked in 2022, with
seasonal catch patterns along the coast typically highest between September
and January.

https://tvw.org/video/washington-coastal-marine-advisory-council-2026031054/?eventID=2026031054
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 Regional Coastal Patterns – The presentation reviewed trends in the north coast,
Grays Harbor, and Willapa Bay. Grays Harbor showed higher and earlier catch
rates in 2025, particularly in the Aberdeen area, North Bay, and Ocean Shores. Scale of Response Effort – Presenters emphasized the scale of the statewide
trapping response, noting that more than 50 organizations and hundreds of
individuals are now involved in green crab coordination efforts. Management Tools and Research – Dr. Brian Turner explained that trapping
remains the primary and most practical management tool currently available. He
reviewed other potential control methods, including gene drive technologies,
biocontrol through predators, parasites, chemical controls, and pheromones, and
noted that these approaches are either still highly experimental, and there could
be risks to native species, or not yet effective at scale. Trapping Effectiveness and Limitations – Presenters noted that while trapping is
currently the best available tool, there are still important unanswered questions
about overall trapping efficiency and the proportion of the total population being
removed. They emphasized the need for continued research into trap
performance, population modeling, larval dispersal, and localized detection
methods. Ecological and Economic Impacts – Dr. Turner and David Beugli discussed
confirmed and emerging impacts of green crab. Presenters noted that green
crab may affect eelgrass indirectly through foraging disturbance and may also
prey on economically important species. David Beugli shared early industry
observations of damage to oyster seed bags and likely predation on manila
clams, while noting that no confirmed damage to adult oysters has been
documented to date. Funding and Coordination Needs – Raquel Crosier noted that state partners have
thus far sustained resources for green crab response, but emphasized the need
for additional federal support to match the scale of the issue. She highlighted a
federal appropriations request letter in development to support continued
trapping, research and assistance for shellfish growers.

Comments: Chris Meinig (PNNL) noted opportunities to strengthen monitoring and response
through data and technology, including larval modeling, eDNA, and other tools,
and expressed interest in further collaboration to support green crab response
efforts. David Beugli (Willapa-Grays Harbor Oyster Growers Association) shared industry
observations, noting that while catches were expected to peak in December,
recent data suggests numbers may be beginning to decline, based on trapping
program landings. Long-term numbers remain uncertain. Larry Thevik raised questions regarding the balance of resource allocation
between Puget Sound and the coast, and asked about the relationship between
trapping removals and total population size. Presenters responded that
population modeling remains complex and is still under development, but
agreed that these are important priorities for future work. Mike Nordin emphasized the urgency of the issue for coastal ecosystems and
industries, noting that the large majority of removals continue to occur on the
coast. He encouraged broader attention to the economic and ecological
implications of green crab, including possible future communication from
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WCMAC to the Governor and federal representatives to support increased
funding, research, and regional coordination.

Materials

PowerPoint presentations from Raquel Crosier and Dr. Brian Turner are attached at
the end of this document.

Afternoon Public Comment
Meeting recording

 Lori Steele (West Coast Seafood Processors Association) shared concerns
facing seafood processors related to Pacific Seafood’s draft wastewater permit in
Westport. Speaking on behalf of shoreside seafood processors in Washington,
Oregon, and California, she noted the importance of continued discussion. She
emphasized the idea of continued coordination with coastal industries,
particularly seafood processors and related economic sectors, noting the need to
consider regulatory and infrastructure impacts on working waterfronts. Amy Wentworth (Pacific Seafood) explained that Pacific Seafood had decided
to hibernate shrimp processing for the season while making facility upgrades
intended to reduce pollutants at the source, and emphasized the company’s goal
of working directly with Ecology to resolve technical concerns. She highlighted
the role of policy alignment and coastal-priorities with state-level planning
efforts. Teri Wright commented on public engagement and meeting structure,
specifically noting challenges with how and when public comment is
incorporated during presentations. She suggested that additional opportunities
for public interaction and input could improve transparency and participation.

Closing and Adjournment
In closing, members confirmed that the next WCMAC meeting will take place on
June 3, 2026, in Forks, with a Zoom option available for remote participation.
Facilitators conducted a brief check-in to assess anticipated in-person attendance in
order to support logistical planning, including meeting space and accommodation.

Members identified potential agenda items for the June meeting, including: An update on the Willapa-Grays Harbor Ecosystem Collaborative (WGHEC) Discussion of kelp forests and eelgrass meadows Possible follow-up on Pacific Seafood and wastewater regulations Additional discussion regarding public input and comment structure for future
meetings A call for other future agenda topics from members

https://tvw.org/video/washington-coastal-marine-advisory-council-2026031054/?eventID=2026031054
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The Council also affirmed next steps related to the Economic Resilience Committee,
including continued refinement of the committee’s authorization letter and further
development of its scope and coordination approach.

Meeting adjourned at: ~3:15 PM

Action Items
Action Assignee Notes

WCMAC leadership and
the committee will
continue refining the
authorization letter
language for ERC.

Dave Frederick
(Facilitator)

This task will not prevent
the committee from
furthering its work on
Economic Resilience.

Next WCMAC Meeting
June 3rd, 2026, in Forks.

Dave Frederick
(Facilitator)

Potential agenda items
for June include:

 Willapa-Grays Harbor
Ecosystem
Collaborative
(WGHEC) Kelp forests and
eelgrass meadows Possible follow-up on
Pacific Seafood and
wastewater
regulations Additional discussion
regarding public input
structure for future
meetings
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Appendix A: Meeting Presentations
See next page for meeting presentations.
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