
Water Quality Partnership
March 5, 2026

Topic Presenter Time

Welcome Jon Kenning
10:00 –
10:10

Legislative Session update Leslie Connelly 10:10-10:20

Draft offer list overview Karen Izumoto 10:20-10:30

General Permit Updates  Lucienne Banning 10:30-10:50

Watershed Management Ben Rau 10:50—11:00

Roundtable and Wrap up Colleen Keltz 11:00—11:30



Welcome & Updates
Jon Kenning



Legislative session
Leslie Connelly



State Fiscal Year 2027 
Draft Offer List Overview
Karen Izumoto
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Water 
Quality 

Combined
Funding 
Program
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• State and federal, 
grant and loan funding 
available

• Assistance for 
hardship communities



Draft Funding Offered for SFY27
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Short Name Fund Source Fund Type Source SFY26 Estimate

CWSRF Clean Water State Revolving Fund Loan Federal & 
State

$101.6M Total
• $74.2M Standard
• $27.4M Forgivable

Section 319 Clean Water Act Section 319 Grant Federal $1.8M

Centennial Centennial Clean Water Program Grant State $20.3M

SFAP Stormwater Financial Assistance 
Program Grant State $22.6M

CBP3 Stormwater Community-Based Public 
Private Partnership Program Grant State $1.5M

PSNR Puget Sound Nutrient Reduction 
Grant Program Grant State $8M

OSG Sewer Overflow & Stormwater Reuse 
Grant Program Grant Federal $916,000

Total Funding Offered: $156.8M



Eligible Applications and Draft Offers
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121 draft offer packages
$156.8M offered
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Unrated proposals
• 8 proposals were ineligible for funding and not evaluated

• 14 Wastewater Small Community Project Priority List (SCPPL) 
projects funded on the Draft Offer List.

• More info about SCPPL in Section 5.2 of the Draft Offer List
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Where can I find offer information?
Map

• Visual representation of 
all project proposals.

• Funding offer info and 
project descriptions.

• Filter by Applicant, 
hardship status, location.
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Excel

• Quick project lookup. 
Filter or sort by any field.

• View funding offers, 
location info and 
footnotes.

• Includes summary tables 
by project category.

PDF Publication

• Comprehensive info 
about the program and 
funding available.

• View tables with offer 
information and 
footnotes.

• Meets reporting 
requirements for EPA.

All available on Ecology website

https://ecology.wa.gov/water-shorelines/water-quality/water-quality-grants-and-loans/#draft


Offer List Timeline

Jan 29
• Draft offer list 

published
• Public comment 

period open

Feb 28
End of public 
comment, 5 p.m.

Jul 1
• Final offer list published
• Negotiation begins
• Funding available

10

March - June
Ecology will review comments, respond to 
questions, and prepare revisions to final offer list.
Some projects may need to submit additional 
documents to maintain eligibility. See footnotes.

Feb 12
Public Meeting



Thank you
Karen Izumoto
karen.izumoto@ecy.wa.gov
(360) 628-1976
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General Permit Update
Lucienne Banning
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General Permit 
Activities: Issuance



Duty to 
Reapply



End of the Road:
Puget Sound Nutrient 
General Permit



General Permits 
On the Horizon

• WSDOT MS4
• Upland Fin Fish
• Fresh Fruit Packing
• Bridge & Ferry 

Terminal 
Maintenance



General Permit Appeal

Industrial Stormwater 
General Permit
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We want to 
hear from 
you!

Concentrated 
Animal Feeding 
Operation 
Early Engagement
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Questions?

Lucienne Banning
lucienne.banning@ecy.wa.gov

19



Watershed Management Section
Ben Rau
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Nonpoint Plan & Clean Water Guidance 
for Agriculture
Finalizing and published soon

• 2025 Nonpoint Plan Update
• Voluntary Clean Water Guidance for Agriculture final chapters
• Response to comments

Questions?
Ben Rau, Watershed Management Unit Supervisor
Ben.rau@ecy.wa.gov 
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mailto:Ben.rau@ecy.wa.gov


Petition for Fluoride Rulemaking
Petition received December 17, 2025

• Adopt WQ Criteria to protect salmon from fluoride
• NPDES Monitoring effluent requirements
• Require permittees evaluate source control & load reductions

Issue response within 60 days (RCW 34.05.330(1))

Determination : Denied (February 15, 2026)
• Current regulatory tools and existing permit conditions sufficient
• Extensive time/research needed
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Water Quality Standards Rulemakings
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• Harmful Algae 
Blooms (HABs) 
Criteria

• Nutrients Criteria 
for Lakes



Harmful Algae Blooms 
Rulemaking
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Cyanobacteria (“blue-green 
algae”) 

Excess nutrients, warmer 
temperatures  
cyanobacteria blooms

Blooms can contain toxic 
compounds (“cyanotoxins:”)

• Example: mycrocistins



Harmful Algae Blooms Rulemaking
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November 2025

Announce rulemaking: 
Begin outreach and 
develop criteria.

Early to Fall 2026

Rule Development 
and Community 
Engagement:
Outreach to Tribes 
and communities; 
public informational 
webinars.

Fall 2026 Early 2027

Rule proposal: 
Announce draft 
rule, public 
comment period, 
and hearings. 

Spring 2027

Rule adoption: 
Make decision 
on rule 
adoption. 

Preliminary 
decisions webinar: 
Provide 
preliminary 
proposal and 
receive feedback 
to public and 
tribes.



Lake Nutrients Criteria Rulemaking
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• Nutrient pollution affects 
our lakes and reservoirs.

• Excess nutrients 
(phosphorus, nitrogen) can:

• Degrade water quality.
• Cause HABs.
• Increase public health risks.
• Have negative impacts to 

recreation, tourism, and 
aquatic life.



Lake Nutrients Criteria Rulemaking
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Announce rulemaking: 
Begin outreach and 
develop criteria.

Preliminary 
decisions webinar: 
Provide 
preliminary 
proposal and 
receive feedback 
to public and 
tribes.

Rule proposal: 
Announce draft 
rule, public 
comment period, 
and hearings. 

Rule adoption: 
Make decision 
on rule 
adoption. 

Rule Development 
and Community 
Engagement:
Outreach to Tribes 
and communities; 
public informational 
webinars.

November 2025 Early 2026 - Fall 2027 Fall 2027 Late 2027 Spring 2028

Questions?   Kalman Bugica, WQS scientist, Kalman.Bugica@ecy.wa.gov



Roundtable



Wrap up
Colleen Keltz



Thank you!
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