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THE STATE SOLID AND HAZARDOUS WASTE PLAN
Moving Washington Beyond
Woaste and Toxics
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ARTS & LIFE

'Single-Use' Is The 2018 Word Of
The Year, Collins Dictionary Says

e The answer to plastic pollution is to
] rcraro conzaes not create waste in the first place
—— Monica Wilson

With China refusing foreign waste under its new policy,
countries are forced to handle their own plastlc pollution

'What's after banmng straws" Gomg
after rising plastic production

BY STEVEN T. JONES, OPINION CONTRIBUTOR — 01/03/19 08:30 AM EST 198 COMMEN
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY CONTRIBUTORS ARE THEIR OWN AND NOT THE VIEW OF THE HILL
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OLYMPIA A Plastic waste is more likely than ever to end up in a landfill or incinerator. Photograph: S
Meddle/ITV/REX/Shutterstock/S Meddle/ITV/Rex/Shutterstock

UP FRONT" PRICING
+NO DEALER FEES +HUGE SELECTIOI Q s holiday shopping ramps up, so do the dizzying varieties of plastic

packaging tossed in recycling bins. And while we wish a Christmas
miracle would transform this old garbage into something new, the
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Washington’s New Solid Waste Metrics

Increase focus on Waste Generation per capita

Also publish a Recovery rate

Drop the MS\W-Recyelingrate









WASTE GENERATION IN WASHINGTON 1999 - 2016

aste
generation

In 17 years, Washington's
population increased by 24
percent — and its waste
generation nearly doubled.
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Exclude Reuse from Waste Generatlon

Clothing reused/resold

Household items
reused/resold

Tires retreaded/resold

materials reused/resold

Edible food recovered to feed
people



Recovery rate (new) vs. Municipal solid waste recycling rate (old)
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Washington’s New Solid Waste Metrics .o

State of Washington

Ecology is changing the key solid waste management metric from the recycling
rate to overall waste generation to encourage waste reduction.

Focusing on the recycling rate is not helping reach waste reduction goals.

While recycling has many environmental benefits and remains a key part of any
waste management strategy, waste reduction, or not producing waste in the first
place, is far more impactful.

Contact: Gretchen Newman, 360-407-6097, gretchen.newman@ecy.wa.gov



