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Washington’s New Solid Waste Metrics

Increase focus on Waste Generation per capita

Also publish a Recovery rate

Drop the MSW Recycling rate











Exclude Reuse from Waste Generation

Clothing reused/resold

Household items 
reused/resold

Tires retreaded/resold

Construction and demolition 
materials reused/resold

Edible food recovered to feed 
people





Washington’s New Solid Waste Metrics

Ecology is changing the key solid waste management metric from the recycling 
rate to overall waste generation to encourage waste reduction.  

Focusing on the recycling rate is not helping reach waste reduction goals.

While recycling has many environmental benefits and remains a key part of any 
waste management strategy, waste reduction, or not producing waste in the first 
place, is far more impactful. 

Contact:  Gretchen Newman, 360-407-6097, gretchen.newman@ecy.wa.gov


