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Water Power License Fee
Reporting Requirements

RCW 90.16.050
[ 2016 c 75 § 1; 2007 c 286 § 1; 1929 c 105 § 1; RRS § 11575-1.]

Use of water for power development—Annual license fee—Progress report—Exceptions to the fee 
schedule—Ensuring accountability in the programs

RCW 90.16.050 (1)(c)
To justify the appropriate use of fees collected under (b) of this subsection, the department of ecology 
shall submit a progress report to the appropriate committees of the legislature prior to December 31, 
2009, and biennially thereafter.

2007-2009 Biennium Report - https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/summarypages/0910095.html
2009-2011 Biennium Report - https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1210048.html
2011-2013 Biennium Report - https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1410048.html
2013-2015 Biennium Report - https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1610007.html

2015-2017 Biennium Report - https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1810033.html

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/summarypages/0910095.html
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1210048.html
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1410048.html
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1610007.html
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1810033.html


Water Power License Fee
Reporting Requirements

New Requirements for This Biennium

Substitute House Bill 1130 (Chapter 75, Laws of 2016) amended RCW 90.16.050 to include additional 
reporting requirements. 

New actions and supplemental reporting requirement, beginning in FY2017 focused on:
 Fee expenditures
 Accountability

Significant workload:
 Interpret the new requirements
 Get tracking programs in place for fee expenditure reporting
 Report reviewed by the Governor’s Office & Office of Financial Management



Water Power License Fee
Reporting Requirements

New Requirements for This Biennium

Substitute House Bill 1130 (Chapter 75, Laws of 2016) amended RCW 90.16.050 was amended to 
include additional reporting requirements. 

New actions and supplemental reporting requirement, beginning in FY2017 focused on:
 Fee expenditures
 Accountability

Fee expenditures:
• Report other funds used to support state agency programs.
• Report on funds expended on licensing work associated with each hydropower project, including 

program costs and staff time.
• Identify work that is in direct support of hydropower licensing, relicensing, and license 

implementation.
• To avoid duplicative work, provide sufficient information to ensure other state or federal agencies 

or tribes aren’t already performing activities.
• Estimate the total workload, program costs, and staff time for work associated with the licensing 

and/or license implementation activities for each hydropower project in the next biennium.



Water Power License Fee
Reporting Requirements

Improvement on reporting of fee expenditures:

• Report other funds used to support state agency programs.
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Improvement on reporting of fee expenditures:

• Report on funds expended on licensing work associated with each hydropower 
project, including program costs and staff time.

• Identify work that is in direct support of hydropower
licensing, relicensing, and license implementation.
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Improvement on reporting of fee expenditures:

• Report on funds expended on licensing work associated with each hydropower 
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• Identify work that is in direct support of hydropower
licensing, relicensing, and license implementation.



Water Power License Fee
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Improvement on reporting of fee expenditures:

• Report on funds expended on licensing work associated with each hydropower 
project, including program costs and staff time.

• Identify work that is in direct support of hydropower
licensing, relicensing, and license implementation.



Water Power License Fee
Reporting Requirements

Improvement on reporting of fee expenditures:

Further detail collected by Ecology and WDFW…

1. 401 certification development 
2. Administrative duties
3. Annual legislative report
4. Document review/approval
5. Formal settlement negotiations 
6. General meetings with hydropower 
operations 
7. General research
8. Project specific research
9. Legal consultation
10. Project site visits

11. Public disclosure request- general 
hydropower
12. Public disclosure request- hydro project 
specific
13. Public, tribal, stakeholder involvement
14. State agency coordination
15. Study plan development- licensing
16. Technical/engineering review
17. Training- general
18. Workshops and conferences
19. Leave time



Water Power License Fee
Reporting Requirements

Improvement on reporting of fee 
expenditures:

• To avoid duplicative work, provide 
sufficient information to ensure other 
state or federal agencies or tribes aren’t 
already performing activities.

• Estimate the total workload, program 
costs, and staff time for work associated 
with the licensing and/or license 
implementation activities for each 
hydropower project in the next 
biennium. Narrative 

estimates



Water Power License Fee
Reporting Requirements

New Requirements for This Biennium

Substitute House Bill 1130 (Chapter 75, Laws of 2016) amended RCW 90.16.050 was amended to 
include additional reporting requirements. 

New actions and supplemental reporting requirement, beginning in FY2017 focused on:
 Fee expenditures
 Accountability

Accountability:
• Host an annual meeting with interested parties to solicit information on the annual work plans 

and discuss the results of the survey.
• Work collaboratively with hydropower projects to produce annual work plans that include 

anticipated work activities for each project in the next year.
• Assign one employee each from Ecology and WDFW to each licensed hydropower project.
• Circulate an annual survey to solicit feedback on the responsiveness of department staff, clarity of 

staff roles and responsibilities, and other topics related to the professionalism and expertise of 
department staff.



Water Power License Fee
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Improvement on Accountability:

• Host an annual meeting with interested parties to solicit information on the 
annual work plans and discuss the results of the survey.



Water Power License Fee
Reporting Requirements

Improvement on Accountability:

• Work collaboratively with hydropower projects to produce annual work plans 
that include anticipated work activities for each project in the next year.



Water Power License Fee
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Improvement on Accountability:

• Assign one employee each from Ecology and WDFW to each licensed 
hydropower project.



Water Power License Fee
Reporting Requirements

Improvement on Accountability:

• Circulate an annual survey to solicit feedback on the responsiveness of 
department staff, clarity of staff roles and responsibilities, and other topics 
related to the professionalism and expertise of department staff.



Questions?
Comments?
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