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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The King County Solid Waste Division  is composed of 10 transfer locations:
5 modern RTS (recycling and transfer station) featuring pre-load compactors for MSW and large recycling areas with a multitude of recycling services.
3 60’s era top-load transfer stations with very limited recycling services (none at ATS)
2 rural Drop Box stations (CFDB and SKYBX)

In addition to the stations King County owns and operates the Cedar Hills Regional Landfill. And we maintain multiple closed landfills throughout the county.



Welcome to the 
Skykomish Drop Box

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the Skykomish Drop Box entrance.

To the right you can see our little recycling area.

The MSW area is to the left.

There is a perimeter gate as well open and closed as needed by KC Roads.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some quick stats on the Skykomish Drop Box
63 MILES FROM THE CLOSEST KING COUNTY FULL SERVICE FACILITY 
ANNUAL CUSTOMER TRANSACTIONS  about 3600
2018 total MSW TONNAGE 1545
2018 total tons recycled 61





Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Skykomish drop box is our only fully automated location, no scale and no scale operator.
Customers pay a flat fee.
There is a credit/debit card reader or customers can purchase a pre-paid card at two locations in the town of Skykomish.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The card reader has a service phone if there are problems accessing the site customers can reach our Scale Operator Lead.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Customers can purchase pre-paid cards at Skykomish City Hall



Presenter
Presentation Notes
And Customers can purchase cards at “Sky-Gas”



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The MSW service is very basic as you would expect. 
There is no transfer station operator.
There is no compaction
Simple roof enclosure to prevent storm water issues.
Capacity is very limited and at the mercy of the hauler.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lower access is locked at all times
Hauler has a key
KC Roads is next door to provide assistance. 
Because there is no onsite staff public has a tendency to hop fences.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our recycling services at Skykomish are quite limited. Cardboard and Commingle only.

Because of the lack of security we’ve had to lock these boxes at night to keep people from getting into these boxes.



Welcome to Cedar 
Falls Drop Box



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some facts about Cedar Falls

Total MSW tons 2018 = 3978

Total Recycling Tons = 596
Customer transactions: Well over 20,000/year



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cedar Falls accepts MSW, Yard Waste, Textiles (donations) and Basic Recyclables (Cardboard and Commingle)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
But, it’s not always sunny up there!
As you can imagine, Snowmageddon 2019 was no fun.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Adding to challenges at this site, we only have one scale so traffic back ups can be a problem.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Other than environmental impacts, The other main concern at Cedar Falls, or any drop box is capacity. Hauling is very challenging, trying to keep up with demand in such remote locations takes strong partnerships with Haulers. Without compaction these containers can fill up quickly.

A water tight drop box used at Cedar Falls prevents potentially contaminated storm water from reaching drains.



Advantages of rural drop box location 

• Location for communities that would otherwise be under served
• Opportunities to educate our customers

• Recycling Services

• Communities appreciate service being available

• Partnership with King County Roads



Challenges of Rural Location 
• Customers exceeding load limit 

• Little to no control of materials coming into the facility. 
Hazardous waste, bio waste, car parts, etc. 

• Not Staffed, No Compaction

• Lack of availability of transportation 

• Outside of county/contractors C &D 

• Securing of Facility 

• Maintenance



Presenter
Presentation Notes
And then there’s Yogi…







Improvements/Question

• Upgrade Camera System 

• Upgrade point of entry 

• Staffing Considerations?

• Add scale?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’re considering our options for both of these sites. Should we staff with TSO’s, should we enlarge them?
Everything comes at a price and we have to consider environmental impacts, permit implications, service level commitments and labor impacts.



Protecting our Precious Environment is Job #1!

Skykomish River Rattle Snake Lake

The closest neighbors to our rural drop boxes are very important!



Kerwin Pyle PPM III Recycling and Environmental Services
King County DNRP SWD
Desk: (206)477-5278 Mobile: (206) 348-3392
kerwin.pyle@kingcounty.gov
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