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Recycling Market Development 
Center Advisory Board Meeting 
October 8, 2025 

• Washington’s Recycling Market Development Center (RMDC) 
Advisory Board met on October 8, 2025. 

• Department of Ecology (Ecology) staff hosted the board meeting remotely on Zoom.

Advisory Board members: 
Allen Langdon: Circular Materials 
Heather Trim: Zero Waste Washington 
Jay Simmons: NORPAC  
Katie Fleming: San Juan County 
Susan Long: REI Co-op 
Sara Holzknecht: Bellevue College  
Carly Mick: University of Oregon 
Jeff Zillich: Waste Management  

Karl England: Washington State University 
Chris Loid: Benton County  
Tim Shestek: American Chemistry Council  
Amanda Miller: South King County Tool Library 
 
Absent: 
Jocelyn Quarrell: BOLD Reuse 
Preston Peck: City of Tacoma

 

Agenda 

• Ecology, Department of Commerce (Commerce), and Advisory Board updates  
• Welcome new board members Susan Long and Amanda Miller  
• Presentations on Design for Circularity 

Meeting agenda and other materials are available on the Advisory Board website1 
Refer to the meeting slides2 where noted. 

Commerce, Ecology, Board updates 
Commerce – Presented by Kyle Gitchell & Leslie Perkins (slides 6–10) 

• Department of Commerce is currently engaged in agency-wide strategic planning. 
o The Office of Economic Development and Competitiveness (OEDC) will follow with its 

own planning, focused on goal setting, outcomes tracking, and performance 
measurement. 

• Commerce team will have a focus shift to circular bioeconomy – this includes forest products 
and agricultural innovations, connecting circularity across multiple sectors. 

o Recruitments for additional economy leads are expected soon. 
• Current grant opportunities include: 

 
 
1 https://www.ezview.wa.gov/site/alias__1962/37596/recycling_development_center_advisory_board.aspx 
2 RMDC October Board Meeting Slide Deck 

https://www.ezview.wa.gov/site/alias__1962/37596/recycling_development_center_advisory_board.aspx
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_1962/Documents/rdcab/October2025-AdvisoryBoardPresentationSlides.pdf
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_1962/Documents/rdcab/October2025-AdvisoryBoardPresentationSlides.pdf
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o Clean Energy Program Grants: Open now; awards range from $50K–$2.5M. Eligible 
projects include biomass utilization and other clean energy initiatives. 

o Anaerobic Dairy Digester Program: Pre-application window currently open; focused on 
anaerobic digestion projects at dairies statewide. 

o Industrial Symbiosis Grant Program: Legislature allocated $5 million for 2025–27 
biennium. Request for application (RFAs) expected to open in November.  

• Ongoing Circular Economy Projects 

o Port of Pasco: Developing an Agricultural Symbiosis Industrial Park to strengthen 
circularity in local food processing; includes wastewater upgrades and consultant-led 
symbiosis planning. 

o Cowlitz Economic Development Council (Longview): Advancing a Longview Industrial 
Symbiosis Park through stakeholder engagement, infrastructure analysis, and 
waste/resource mapping. 

o Denmark Study Tour: a Washington delegation visited seven cities in Denmark with a 
focus on learning from industrial symbiosis models  

Ecology – Updates from Mya Keyzers, Tina Schaefer & Megan Davis  

Recycling Reform Act (slide 11): 

• Passed into law earlier this year – requires producers of consumer packaging and paper 
products to establish a producer responsibility organization (PRO) to set up an extended 
producer responsibility (EPR) program for residential packaging and paper products.   

• Currently establishing the required, 19-member advisory council. 

Textile Listening Series (slide 12): 
• Introduced monthly textile listening series featuring industry experts, that will facilitate 

opportunities for connection and networking in the textile space. 
• Sign up for future Textiles-specific email updates. 

NextCycle Washington (slide 13): 
• Cohort 4 application period open until October 31, 2025. Sixteen teams will be selected for the 

six-month circular business accelerator program.  
• Culminating pitch showcase will again be held alongside the Washington State Recycling 

Association (WSRA) conference, this year in Tulalip, WA. 
 
Welcome new advisory board members Amanda Miller and Susan Long (slide 14) 

Advisory Board members shared the following updates -  
• Chris – their county hazardous waste facility opening went smoothly with high community 

response. 
• Carly - integrating circularity and sustainability into her curriculum: repairability, reuse, and 

circular design. 
• Allen – near final stages of securing commercial agreements to advance recycling technologies. 

Target: 15% recycling rate for flexible plastics in major Canadian markets by 2028. 

https://ecology.wa.gov/waste-toxics/reducing-recycling-waste/our-recycling-programs/recycling-reform-act
https://ecology.wa.gov/waste-toxics/reducing-recycling-waste/waste-reduction-programs/recycling-market-development-center/textiles
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAECY_377
https://www.nextcyclewashington.com/apply
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• Jay – massive product growth with E-commerce growth, multi-state EPR initiatives, and EU 
deforestation regulation impacts. 

• Jeff - opened $47M recycling facility in Portland, Oregon with a focus on EPR implementation 
and facility operations. 

• Amanda – So. King Co tool library recently had their first children’s clothing swap. They are in 
urgent need of a new permanent space in the Auburn area; temporary solutions are in 
progress. 

• Karl – lab is currently processing 5,000 lbs of agricultural plastics. 
• Heather – lead in cast iron pans; ongoing testing. Legislative updates including extended 

producer responsibility (EPR) bills for mattresses and textiles. WA Reuses Online platform 
launching Q1 2026 to support reuse initiatives. 

• Katie – working on county solid waste management plan update. Managing hazardous lithium 
batteries, plastic film recycling, and outreach to residents/businesses. 

• Sara – running fall sustainability series, refillables events, community supported agriculture 
program using repurposed materials in their reusable tote bags. 

• Susan - working on all things EPR, check out their impact report, battery EPR moving quickly in 
many states. 

• Tim – focus on EPR implementation in CA, CO, OR, and upcoming WA initiatives. Collaborating 
on flexible packaging collection and sorting (with Recycling Partnership, U.S. Plastics Pact). 
 

Presentations 
Board member Carly Mick gave a general intro on design for circularity and reuse.  
Refer to the meeting slides3 for the content from the following presentations. 

• Ruben Nance – Association of Plastic Recyclers, Overview of the APR & Market Impact (slides 19 
– 29) 

• Lucy Pierce – GreenBlue, Design for Recyclability and Reuse (slides 30 – 52)  
• John Kreckel – REMADE Institute, Accelerating the U.S.’s Transition to a Circular Economy 

(slides 53 – 62) 

Meeting to-do items 
• The next board meeting is January 14th from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.4  
• NextCycle Washington 2026 Pitch Showcase May 4, 2026 – Tulalip Resort, Tulalip, WA 

For more information: 
• Contact Center staff by email5 
• Sign up for our RMDC email list6 

 
 
3 RMDC October Board Meeting Slide Deck 
4 https://waecy-wa-gov.zoom.us/j/89902774731?jst=1 
5 recdevcenter@ecy.wa.gov  
6 https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAECY_112  

https://www.bellevuecollege.edu/foundation/wp-content/uploads/sites/443/2024/11/BCF-Annual-Report-2023-24_web.pdf
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_1962/Documents/rdcab/October2025-AdvisoryBoardPresentationSlides.pdf
https://waecy-wa-gov.zoom.us/j/89902774731?jst=1
mailto:recdevcenter@ecy.wa.gov
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAECY_112
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_1962/Documents/rdcab/October2025-AdvisoryBoardPresentationSlides.pdf
https://waecy-wa-gov.zoom.us/j/89902774731?jst=1
mailto:recdevcenter@ecy.wa.gov
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAECY_112
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• Visit the Center Advisory Board website7 

List of Attendees (excluding board members)  

Interested Parties & Presenters State Agency Staff 
Adrian Tan, King County 
Amanda Ringer, Pierce County 
Amanda Stevenson, Island County 
Bethanie Velasco, Clark County 
Dean Smith, Department of Corrections 
Fanny Silverio Gonzalez, King County 
Jane Comeault, City of Portland 
John Kreckel, REMADE Institute 
Karen Hultgren, Pierce County 
Karen Wieckert 
Kaylie Wallin, Republic Services 
Larrah Charlo, Naslund Disposal Service 
Lucy Pierce, Green Blue 
Michaela Doelman, DTG Recycle 
Peter Bierbaum, MSN 
Rick Vahl, Waste Connections 
Ruben Nance, Plastics Recycling 
Terra Heilman, REBUILD 
 

Ecology: 
Caleb Carlson 
Carolyn Bowie 
Chery Sullivan 
Dan Weston 
Katie Jerauld 
Megan Davis 
Mya Keyzers 
Tina Schaefer 
 
Commerce: 
Kyle Gitchell 
Leslie Perkins 

These notes were developed with assistance from AI ChatGPT.  

 
 
7 http://www.ezview.wa.gov/site/alias__1962/37596/recycling_development_center_advisory_board.aspx  

http://www.ezview.wa.gov/site/alias__1962/37596/recycling_development_center_advisory_board.aspx
http://www.ezview.wa.gov/site/alias__1962/37596/recycling_development_center_advisory_board.aspx
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