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DRAFT SUMMARY OF 2024 BAC 
PRIORITIES 

Prepared for February 28, 2024 BAC Meeting 

Background 

 

For the first Basin Advisory Committee meeting of 2024, discussion was focused on sharing and 

discussing BAC member priorities for the year and beyond. The key themes from the January 24 

BAC discussion are summarized below (in no particular order): 

 

• Make progress and educate on the Bi-State Flow Study: Continue to work toward a 

preferred alternative. Continue regular workgroup meetings. Educate the broader 

community on objectives of the Bi-State Flow Study and what it means for different 

stakeholders in the Basin.  

• Increase WW 2050 outreach and education:  Increase awareness of Walla Walla 2050 

strategies by implementing community lead outreach. 

• Discuss winter water use:  Convene a discussion around the amount of physically and 

legally available water in the basin and discuss the variety of proposed and current uses 

of winter water including: aquifer storage and recovery, managed aquifer recharge, 

storage as part of a future anchor project, irrigation uses etc.  

• Develop an integrated plan for the Basin’s two distributary systems: Little Walla 

Walla River system and Mill Yellowhawk Cottonwood distributary system.  The distributary 

systems are extremely important, and home to the much of the Basin’s population. Many 

people expressed interest in these small streams at the open house. An integrated plan 

should address riparian, floodplain, irrigation, aquifer recharge and land use laws.  

• Focus on near-term streamflow restoration: Given low snowpack in our current water 

year and an expected return of Spring Chinook in 2025, implementation of flow 

enhancement is needed in 2024 and 2025 to boost instream flows. Near-term instream 

flow enhancement could include; water right leasing, pulse flows, enforcement of 

developed water in accordance with RCW 90.90.120.  

• Reconsider some of the Tier 2 and 3 Strategies:  Revisit the list of Tier 2 and strategies 

and discuss any to be considered for OCR funding. There is particular interest in water 

conservation, piping, and irrigation efficiency work. 

• Clarify Flow Targets:  Request clarity on the use of existing flow targets from the Bi-State 

Flow Study and 2013 Stillwater Study. 
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DRAFT Tri-Sovereign Priorities 

 

 

WW2050 Plan Tier 1 Priorities 
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