BAC DISCUSSION GUIDE

2026-2027 Priorities
Prepared for January 28, 2026 BAC Meeting

Background

For the first Basin Advisory Committee meeting of 2026, we would like to discuss BAC member
priorities for the year and beyond. We have 45 minutes on our BAC agenda for this discussion.
Offered below are some draft 2026-2027 priorities that the Tri-Sovereigns developed at the end
of 2025. The Tri-Sovereigns want to hear from BAC members on their hopes and visions for
2026 before the Tri-Sovereign priorities list is finalized. The Tier 1 Strategy list from the 2021
Strategic Plan as well as the Tier 1 Strategy Implementation Plan Timing and Phases are
provided below for reference. In early 2024, the BAC completed a similar exercise to develop
priorities for 2024-2025 and those are also included for reference.

BAC Discussion Questions

1. Thinking broadly about the Walla Walla Basin as a whole and our Walla Walla Water
2050 Strategic Plan and Tier 1 Strategy Implementation Plan (beyond the interests you
represent) what do you think the BAC's priorities should be for 2026 and 20277

2. Any reflections on the 2024-2025 priorities that were previously developed by the BAC?

3. Thinking about your caucus and interest group's priorities for 2026 and 2027, what kind
of support do you need from BAC members and or the Tri-Sovereigns to implement your
priorities?

DRAFT 2026-2027 Tri-Sovereign Priorities

Draft 2026-2027

TRI-SOVEREIGN PRIORITIES
Major Reports/Studies & Legislation Bi-State Co-Management
USGS Study Annual review of Tri -Sovereign MOU
BOR Basin Study Implement Dev. Water Concept from RCW 90.90.120
BOR Appraisal study Stateline Basalt Aquifer Characterization
ACOE Milton-Freewater Gen Investigation Study Implementation of the 2050 Plan
Draft & Complete OR Legislative Report Develop Biennial Budget Project List
Community Engagement Greater Awareness & Action During Drought
Support ongoing federal agency participation Evaluate current Ecy tools (Metering Database etc)
Increased Engagement Across Caucus 2050 Legislative Advocacy for Future Fed $ Request
Continue Small Group BAC-Tri-Sov Meetings Fish Co-Manager Annual Developed Water Strategy
Supporting local government engagement Fish Co-Manager Long-Term Planning for Streamflows

Draft priorities for 2026-2027



https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2112011.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2112011.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/ocr/ww/IP-BSF/FINAL_WWImpPlan_Bi-StateFlowStudyUpdate.pdf
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2024-2025 BAC Priorities

The key themes from the January 24, 2024 BAC discussion are summarized below (in no
particular order):

¢ Make progress and educate on the Bi-State Flow Study: Continue to work toward a
preferred alternative. Continue regular workgroup meetings. Educate the broader
community on objectives of the Bi-State Flow Study and what it means for different
stakeholders in the Basin.

¢ Increase WW 2050 outreach and education: Increase awareness of Walla Walla 2050
strategies by implementing community lead outreach.

¢ Discuss winter water use: Convene a discussion around the amount of physically and
legally available water in the basin and discuss the variety of proposed and current uses
of winter water including: aquifer storage and recovery, managed aquifer recharge,
storage as part of a future anchor project, irrigation uses etc.

¢ Develop an integrated plan for the Basin’s two distributary systems: Little Walla
Walla River system and Mill Yellowhawk Cottonwood distributary system. The
distributary systems are extremely important, and home to much of the Basin’s
population. Many people expressed interest in these small streams at the open house.
An integrated plan should address riparian, floodplain, irrigation, aquifer recharge and
land use laws.

¢ Focus on near-term streamflow restoration: Given low snowpack in our current water
year and an expected return of Spring Chinook in 2025, implementation of flow
enhancement is needed in 2024 and 2025 to boost instream flows. Near-term instream
flow enhancement could include; water right leasing, pulse flows, enforcement of
developed water in accordance with RCW 90.90.120.

e Reconsider some of the Tier 2 and 3 Strategies: Revisit the list of Tier 2 and strategies
and discuss any to be considered for OCR funding. There is particular interest in water
conservation, piping, and irrigation efficiency work.

e Clarify Flow Targets: Request clarity on the use of existing flow targets from the Bi-
State Flow Study and 2013 Stillwater Study.

e Improve communication amongst diverse agricultural interests in the Basin
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Walla Walla Water 2050 Strategic Plan and Tier 1 Strategy
Implementation Plan Summary 2025-2029
From the WW 2050 Tier 1 Strategy Implementation Plan and the Walla Walla Water 2050

Strategic Plan

Scale & Cumrent

P # Strategy Short Name Implementors ‘ 2025 ‘ 2026 | 2027 | 2028 ‘ 2029
0 Mill Creek weir passage TS5 Design Construction
improvement
N Bridge fish & Feasibility study and design; secure funding as
Shespedfic | 109| o e detish passage CTUIR with MF Water Contral Dist. i Mfy fincing
strategies ready Hofer Dam fishway passage
for 112 . ¥ passag WWT, TWID Design; secure funding | Construction
implementation iy
1.19 |Gose Street fish passage TSs Deesign & construction;
123 |Bennington Dam fish passage USACE Design & construction
1.18 |Upgrade Dayton's WWTP City of Dayton Funding, land acqusition, study & design
101 Floodplain reconnection & habitat | TUIR, ODFW, WDFW, WWCCD, CCCD,|  Ongoing prioritization, funding and implementation (design +
complexity WWEBWC, TS5 construction)
Support develo tof .
102 [HPPO pment otan Ecolegy, OWRD, CTUIR Ongoing assessment
anchor project
104 |Environmental water transactions |WWT Ongoing prioritization, ﬂmding & implementation
Basin-wide riparian habitat WWCCD, CCCD, WWBWC - o - . -
' ! . ol aritization, funding & implementation
107 il Kooskooskie Commons, TSS Ongoing prt il A
Pilat Assess &
1.08 Surface water to basalt source City of Walla Walla, CTUIR, WWT, b o - secure
switches WWCCD . )
Basin-wide tion funding
strategies ready Pian &
for 1.10 | Basin-wide monitoring strategy  |WDFW, CTUIR, ODFW secure Implement (pending funding)
implementation funding
islati Lo .
1.11 | Bi-State surface water protection |Ecology, OWRD ﬁ p;rz" Pilat implementation
WWCCD, Ecology, OWRD, CTUIR,
1.14 |Coordinated drought response Cities, Walla Walla County, WWT, Plan Implementation
WWBWC
1.15 (Streamflow gaging OWRD, Ecology, USGS Secure funding &
120 |Water use metering & reporting  |Ecology Secure funding & implement |
Implement conservation tillage & |WWCCD, WWBWC, Umatilla SWCD, _ ey ” . "
122 ol oritization, funding & implementation
soll erosion BMPs USDA, NRCS, WSDA, Counties Ongaing prt funding & impl
103 |Little Walla Walla River winter flow | OWRD, WWRID, HEDIC Pending USGS study
OWRD, Ecology, CTUIR, WWBWC, .
105 |Improve and expand MAR Ween o9 Pending USGS study S
Pending USGS st
City of Walla Walla, City of Milton- sl
Basin-wide 1.13 |Expand & support ASR Freewater ongoing pilot Assess
strategies with implementation
pending studies Enh rdination of Counties, Cities of Walla \Walla,
orother needs | 1.16 mg:n“ m; ation o ulations Milton-Freewater & College Place, Coordinate & plan Implement
prior to F F red WWCCD, Kooskooskie Commeons
implementation Cities of Walla \Walla, College Place
1.17 |Increase stormwater infiltration & Milton-Freewater, Walla Walla Coordinate & plan Implement
County, WWBWC
Plan &
121 | Bi-state groundwater coordination | OWRD, Ecology Assess secure Implement
funding
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https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/ocr/ww/IP-BSF/FINAL_WWImpPlan_Bi-StateFlowStudyUpdate.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2112011.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2112011.pdf

