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DRAFT TRI-SOVEREIGN CHECK-INS WITH BAC MEMBERS 
November 2025 

Meetings with:  Blue Mountain Land Trust (Amanda Martino, Fraser Moore, Linda Herbert, Jerry Norquist), Walla 

Walla Basin Watershed Council (Ralph Perkins, Tara Patten, Michelle McClellan), Gardena Farms (Mark Wagoner), 

US Army Corps of Engineers (Cindy Boen), Port of Walla Walla (Amy Schwab), Walla Walla County Conservation 

District (Annie Byerley), OR Dept. Env Quality (Trea Nance), Kooskooskie Commons (Judith Johnson), Little Walla 

Walla Users Group (Alli Newhouse), Snake River Salmon Recovery Board (Steve Martin) 

Tri-Sovereign participants:  Chris Kowitz, OWRD, Anton Chiono, CTUIR, and Larry Mattson and Brook Beeler, 

ECY 

Key Themes, Concerns, and Observations 

Feedback on 2050 Structure and Function 

• There is a growing sense of mutual respect and trust within the BAC. Meetings are going great, like the 

topics and field trips are great- we learn what people have to lose and gain. Attendance at BAC meeting 

indicates interest. Breaks between the meetings are helpful, happy hours are opportunities to build 

relationships. 

• Find a lot of value in the group, done a good job of allocating resources across the projects, good portfolio 

of projects that we can demonstrate progress to congress and others. 

• The more asked of BAC members the more we own the WW Basin Watershed Strategy; look for 

opportunities for more hands-on work for BAC members. 

Topics of interest and concerns 

• Interest amongst some BAC members and in the community about the Tiger Mill Project and the potential 

for water quality impacts, fire resiliency and general ecosystem concerns. 

• There has been a lack of engagement USFS (and the BLM) and the BAC – this is relevant in light of the Tiger 

Mill project and management of the uplands more broadly. 

• Now is the time to start building relationships now for the 2028 Temperature TMDL for the Oregon side of 

the Basin. 

• It will be important to build federal support through WRDA process and more broadly we need to start 

building federal relationships to prepare for a big federal ask. 

• Concern about lack of water in the little Walla Walla spring area, attributed to lack of winter flow down the 

little Walla Walla system. Concern that the spring branches have been overlooked. 

BAC Member Suggestions and Opportunities 

• There is an opportunity to have a discussion about recreation access as a topic at a PFO meeting. 

• The recent outreach and the implementation plan are wonderful but concerned about the pace of outreach. 

Suggestion for a local speaker’s bureau to help build support for Walla Walla Basin Watershed Strategy 

within the Basin. Additional community engagement with landowners also suggested. 

• Suggestion for a centralized location for past, current, and future projects ideally on a map which would help 

with communications and collaboration. 

• It would be helpful to reengage on metrics both ecological, economic and cultural. 

• We need more cohesion from agricultural partners and need agricultural interests to be engaged politically 

for future funding. 

• It’s important to keep website up-to-date and fund the work required to keep website communications 

current. 

• Opportunity to shift diversion timing (such as for GFID) to benefit agriculture and fish migration windows. 

• Need to take a close look at flow targets for fish and how we can meet them with existing projects- City of 

WW ASR source switch, for example. 

• Is there potential to add an alternative for consideration under the Basin Study? 


