WALLA WALLA BASIN ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MEETING SUMMARY

Wednesday, January 28, 2026 | 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Room 2023-24 | Water & Environment Center at WWCC | 640 Water Center Drive

Agenda Item (Action items are marked with “1")

Reference Presenter(s)
Materials

e Review of proposed 2026-2027 priorities for the Tri-
Sovereigns within the Walla Walla Basin
e BAC member questions

2027 Priorities

1:00 (70 mins) Welcome, Introductions, Review Agenda Agenda Larry Mattson, ECY on
e Welcome and introductions behalf of the Tri-
e Review agenda Sovereigns
e Opening remarks Alexandra Doty,
Facilitator
1:10 (30 mins) | Salmon Mean Business Steve Martin, SRSRFB
e Presentation and discussion about the economic
valuation of salmon and salmon recovery efforts
e BAC member questions
1:40 (35 mins) | Tri-Sovereigns 2026-2027 Priorities Tri-Sov 2026- Anton Chiono, CTUIR,

Brook Beeler, ECY,
and Chris Kowitz, OWRD

There will be a 10-minute break around 2:15

2:25 (45 mins) | BAC 2026-2027 Priorities Discussion Discussion Alexandra Doty,
e Building on the discussion of the Tri-Sov priorities, Guide Facilitator
discuss possible BAC priorities for 2026-2027 Amanda Cronin, Project
e BAC member round robin discussion Manager
e BAC members
3:10 (20 mins) | OR and WA Legislative Session Updates e  Brook Beeler, ECY and
e  Overview of OR and WA governors' budgets and Chris Kowitz, OWRD
legislative sessions
e BAC Member Discussion
3:35 (75 mins) | Updates e Alexandra Doty,
e BAC meeting schedule for 2026 Facilitator
e Working Group updates e Amanda Cronin, Project
e Upcoming and recent events Manager
e  Project and funding updates e BAC members
e Agenda and field trip suggestions
e  Other updates?
3:50 (5 mins) | Public Comment e Alexandra Doty, Facilitator
3:55 (5 mins) | Closing e Alli Newhouse, Little River
e Rotating BAC Member closing remarks Group
e Next steps e Alexandra Doty, Facilitator

*All times are approximate and may change.

Welcome, Introductions, Review Agenda

e Alexandra welcomed everyone to the meeting, led introductions, and provided an overview of the agenda. See the
full list of attendees in Appendix A. Attendees.

e Larry Mattson, Washington Department of Ecology (ECY), welcomed the BAC to the meeting and provided opening
remarks. He thanked attendees for being present and emphasized the value of showing appreciation for one another.
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He also encouraged members to reach out to loved ones and shared that expressing gratitude—such as offering a
hug when appropriate—is an important way to strengthen community connections.

Salmon Mean Business

e Steve Martin, Snake River Salmon Recovery Board, presented a new public-facing flyer on the current status and
economic valuation of salmon and salmon recovery efforts. Highlights from his presentation include:

o The Snake River Salmon Recovery Board has collaborated with regional partners—including tribes, state
agencies, conservation districts, and fishers—on salmon recovery since 2002. Over that time, approximately
$100 million has been invested in salmon recovery across Southeast Washington, with about $8 million spent
in the past two years alone.

o Significant improvements have been achieved in priority areas such as Mill Creek, the Tucannon River, the
Wenaha River, and the Grande Ronde River, including floodplain restoration, fish passage projects, and habitat
enhancements led by local partners.

o Long-term monitoring shows encouraging trends:

= Minimum annual flows in the Tucannon River have increased over the past 20 years.

= Summer water temperatures are trending downward toward levels needed for salmon survival
(below ~72°F).

= Basin-wide fish passage conditions have improved dramatically since 2000 due to barrier removal
projects.

o Population status varies by species. Tucannon spring Chinook remains in crisis, while Walla Walla and Touchet
steelhead are still below recovery goals. Bull trout trends vary by stream, with some local declines noted.
Snake River fall Chinook are approaching recovery targets and can be fished again.

o Habitat restoration is showing measurable results—such as cooler temperatures, improved floodplain
function, and expanded rearing areas—and that continued investment is critical to building on these gains.

e Steve also requested feedback from the BAC on the flyer.

BAC Member Discussion

e A BAC member asked for clarification on which salmon species are labeled as in crisis versus which are endangered,
observing that Tucannon spring Chinook have managed to hang on while others haven't.

o Steve responded, saying thank you, and clarifying that extirpated and reintroduced Walla Walla spring
Chinook are the highest priority, but not listed here.

e A BAC member commented on bull trout population trends, noting that trend data over time, e.g., the past 15 years or
more, have shown declines where their organization is getting data for the South Fork of the Walla Walla.

o Another BAC member also noted that while the Bull Trout population in the Walla Walla River core area is
stable, it is clear that the pooling of demographic data, such as abundance, life history, size, and fecundity, of
independent populations (Low Creek and Mill Creek), could be misleading and cause the core area to appear
healthier than it is.

o Steve acknowledged that some available data are several years old and appreciated the clarification.

e A BAC member highlighted long-term improvements in the Tucannon River, noting that salmon now rear and migrate
farther upstream than expected due to habitat restoration.

o The member emphasized that restoration techniques have evolved significantly and expressed optimism
about continued recovery.

o Steve agreed, citing temperature improvements from historical highs near 82°F to current conditions barely
exceeding 71°F.

e A BAC member emphasized the importance of recognizing private landowners’ contributions to salmon restoration.

o Steve affirmed that most restoration occurs on private lands and relies heavily on landowner willingness.

e A BAC member suggested incorporating visual data—such as graphs showing fish passage barriers removed,
increased accessible stream miles, and habitat restored—into outreach materials to show measurable progress. They
also encouraged adding goals to the flyer and showing where we are closing the gap on meeting goals. The BAC
member also recommended a more visible presentation of the economic benefits of salmon recovery.
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o A member of the gallery added that they liked the BAC members' suggestion of moving the economic
benefits graphic to the last page to enlarge it, and also added that they could add more photos of healthy fish
to help the public differentiate among salmon species in outreach materials.

e A BAC member noted that while investments in salmon recovery are significant, some community members may not
see visible results and asked for clearer connections between spending and biological outcomes. They asked about
the goals and the additional components that need to be achieved, given the many variables. They wondered if more
water rights are needed and if investment is being spent in the right places.

o Steve responded that trends show meaningful habitat improvements and that continued monitoring will help
link actions to results, but the question remains of what actions come next, and that is what this group should
be working to address.

e An attendee raised concerns about diminishing water availability due to expired irrigation leases in the Tucannon and
encouraged coordination with Steve to discuss these issues further.

o Steve agreed to follow up with the attendee after the meeting.

e A BAC member shared that recent increases in spring Chinook returns in the Walla Walla Basin represent a major
success not seen in 25 years, following up on the previous BAC member’'s comment about connecting fish benefits to
economic investment.

o The member emphasized the value of communicating both long-term restoration outcomes and short-term
actions like irrigation leases and added that if the $100 million investment hadn't happened, we may have
seen salmon go away completely and not have the BAC.

o Another BAC member stressed the importance of managing expectations, noting that salmon recovery is a
long-term process.

o A BAC member followed up, flagging the long-term side of the work as helpful for the hard conversation
toolbox.

o A BAC member emphasized the need for clearer messaging on recovery goals, progress, and next steps,
especially for audiences unfamiliar with salmon ecology or water management.

Tri-Sovereigns 2026-2027 Priorities

e Anton Chiono, Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation (CTUIR), Brook Beeler, Washington Department
of Ecology (ECY), and Chris Kowitz, Oregon Water Resources Department (OWRD), provided an overview of the
Tri-Sovereigns’ proposed priorities for 2026-2027, focusing on foundational studies, bi-state coordination, and the
implementation work needed to advance the Walla Walla 2050 Strategy:

o Annual review and refinement of the Tri-Sovereigns’ long-term work plan continues to guide priority setting.
The priorities reflect recurring to-do items from the 2050 Plan, updated each year to reflect progress and
emerging needs.

o Basalt aquifer characterization remains a high-priority information gap, particularly near the state line. Ecology
is hiring a groundwater technician to support data collection and analysis essential for future bi-state
management decisions.

o Completion of the USGS groundwater study and the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) Basin Study is a major
milestone, with both expected to wrap up this year. With these studies nearing completion, the Tri-Sovereigns
anticipate beginning the next phases of technical and feasibility work that require federal partnership.

o The BOR Appraisal Study is currently unfunded, and Tri-Sovereigns noted that not all priorities require new
funding—some are process-driven or dependent on maintaining existing resources through the legislative
session.

BAC Discussion

e A BAC member asked for clarification on the yellow-highlighted cells, and Anton clarified that the yellow indicates top
priorities for this year.

e A BAC member asked about funding needs for the three priorities, and Chris responded, saying that some are already
funded, including the USGS and BOR Basin studies, while others are not, including the Appraisal study. He noted that
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some are actions rather than projects, so they don't require additional funding, provided existing funding isn't
reduced.

A BAC member emphasized that, given the absence of snowpack this year, it is critical to accelerate any work that
moves the Basin toward large project implementation. The member noted that Study updates (USGS and USBR Basin
studies) rarely communicate what has been completed or what is actively underway. The member acknowledged
funding limitations, clarified that agencies are not at fault, and stressed the importance of acting on what can be done
now rather than waiting.

o The member added that although work continues through the Salmon Recovery Board and other initiatives,
conditions constitute an emergency that requires more immediate action.

o The member encouraged more innovative approaches and collective problem-solving, observing that the
current trajectory is not wrong, but may need short-term adjustments to improve adaptability.

o Drawing on ideas from the book, Here Comes the Sun by Bill McKibben, the member suggested exploring
co-located solar and wind installations, noting that placing solar panels beneath wind turbines could help with
implementation.

o Chris responded, saying that he appreciates the BAC member’'s comment and offering that if there are ways
the Tri-Sovereigns can share information differently, they are certainly open to that and can share different
types of updates. He also encouraged the group not to lose hope, noting that significant progress has been
made since this work began. He also added that the group needs the federal government as a partner, since
the cost of the work is so high. However, if there is anything the Tri-Sovereigns can do, the BAC should
continue to pressure them so they can pressure the federal government.

o The BAC member clarified that they were not trying to diminish the Tri-Sovereigns work or priorities.

o Chris added that he doesn't want people to feel hopeless in a year that's going to feel tough for everyone.

o The BAC member shared that they weren’t hopeless and were encouraging everyone to think outside the box.

A BAC member commented, saying in line with what Chris did for the technical team, he's coming to the Snake River
Salmon Recovery Board to present on the Walla Walla 2050 initiative, and this is great because people on the board
have great connections that can make a real difference, adding that they are setting themselves up well this year.

o A BAC member noted this is a good example and that they always want to set themselves up for success with
advocacy.

o A BAC member encouraged the BAC to go check out the solar farm below wind turbines near Pomeroy,
adding that solar panels can also provide nice shade for channels.

A BAC member shared that, in recent conversations with two Tri-Sovereigns representatives, there is significant
confusion about water policy in the Basin—particularly how groundwater across the state line will be characterized
and regulated. The member noted that Oregon is further along in groundwater classification and asked how close the
Basin is to establishing a coordinated bi-state regulatory framework. They also shared that within the agricultural
community, there are many questions about developed water and trust water, emphasizing the need for clearer, more
accessible information. The member also noted that as the Basin moves forward with an instream lease across state
lines this year, there are numerous questions about how it will be managed, and the group must ensure these issues
are clarified.

o Alexandra confirmed that this topic is planned for the February BAC meeting.

o Chris added that he and a colleague will discuss groundwater classification and regulatory alignment in that
meeting.

o The BAC member asked whether the developed annual project list reflects Oregon’s work and whether
additional emphasis is needed on certain project types.

o A BAC member observed that, in line with earlier comments, the Basin must continue to be strategic about
smaller, individual projects that can build toward larger efforts.

o Chris responded that for the 2027 budget request, work will begin later this year, and the Tri-Sovereigns are
still working to secure the $2.5 million Oregon legislative allocation. He noted that the upcoming budget cycle
is unlikely to fully meet all needs, and the BAC will play an important role in identifying priorities.

o Another BAC member emphasized that dozens of smaller projects—often in the $1-2 million range—are
essential building blocks for long-term, major initiatives, and expressed hope that the Basin can move faster
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on these efforts. They added that while larger basin needs are well understood, these small projects lay the
necessary groundwork.
A BAC member expressed that the way the group talks about priorities is challenging to discuss with constituents,
encouraging the group to work on communication to the general public.
A BAC member wondered who is managing the USBR Basin Study process with the group.
o Chris responded, noting that she can chat with him and Sarah at ECY about this.
Alexandra shared that the updates from the USBR Basin Study are scheduled for a BAC meeting later this year.

BAC 2026-2027 Priorities Discussion

Alexandra and Amanda initiated the continuation of the priorities discussion, building on the Tri-Sovereigns’ 2026-
2027 priorities and transitioning toward identifying possible BAC priorities for the same period.
Amanda provided context for the discussion, noting that:
o The Tri-Sovereigns' priorities offer a connection point, but it is not expected that all BAC members will share
identical priorities.
o Atthe start of a new year, the goal is to hear directly from BAC members; a similar exercise two years ago
generated a helpful set of themes.
o The Strategic Plan and Tier 1 strategies should guide reflections during the conversation.
o Tier 2 strategies will also need to be elevated for future discussions.
Alexandra outlined the BAC member round-robin activity, emphasizing the importance of hearing from each member.
o She noted that the purpose is to identify key themes and common threads that can be brought forward to the
next meeting.

BAC Round Robin Discussion
Environment Interest Group

A BAC member emphasized severe water shortages on the Walla Walla River, noting that the river was dry for
extended periods last year and is already trending similarly this year. The member expressed concern that Little Walla
Walla, which shares many ecological features, has also been experiencing water shortages. The member stressed that
the Basin cannot wait for an anchor project before addressing urgent conditions in the Little Walla Walla system.
A BAC member suggested convening a groundwater group, noting that early brainstorming could be valuable even as
the Basin waits for study completion. The member encouraged increased community advocacy and outreach,
emphasizing the need to tailor communication to different groups and clearly explain timeframes and expectations.
The member noted that some groundwater users feel disconnected from the process and may not see themselves as
part of the effort needed to drive change.
A BAC member highlighted the need to make progress on the Basin's two distributary systems (Mill-Yellowhawk and
the Little Walla Walla River systems) and to ensure the Basin is prepared for large-project implementation through
improved monitoring. The member noted gaps in understanding who is using water, where, and when, and
recommended exploring telemetry or smart-metering to improve accuracy and transparency. The member added that
other jurisdictions use similar systems and that while some resistance may occur, many water users would likely
support it. The member also raised concerns about upland activities and the need to ensure watershed protections—
citing discomfort with aspects of the Tiger Mill project and the importance of avoiding unintended ecological harm.
o Another BAC member asked for clarification on what the BAC member was referring to with respect to water
usage and monitoring.
The BAC member explained that telemetry systems could help measure both groundwater and surface water use,
and that some communities (such as Milton-Freewater) already use smart-metering approaches. They emphasized
that cooperative water management requires accurate measurement, which is currently not achievable with
existing tools.
A BAC member expressed that others had provided great suggestions. They shared an interest in exploring
emergency-action tools, referencing the Critical Low Flow Plan and ongoing drought-planning work. The member
suggested exploring short-term, collaborative agreements on specific reaches or tributaries where immediate changes
could be implemented during drought conditions.
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A BAC member recommended a more targeted approach for demonstrating success in priority areas, supported by
strong community outreach, education, and monitoring. The member noted that reliable monitoring is essential for
demonstrating progress to funders and suggested developing more specific monthly flow targets for clarity and
direction.

A BAC member highlighted the importance of floodplain reconnection and habitat connectivity, noting the multiple
co-benefits such projects provide, including fish habitat, flood-risk mitigation, increased water storage, and water
cooling. The member encouraged directing more funding to these project types.

Recreation and Quality of Life Interest Group

A BAC member expressed interest in pursuing a project that would expand recreation opportunities in the Basin. The
member emphasized the strong connection between recreation, quality of life, and water availability, noting that every
project in the Basin affects residents’ access to clean water and outdoor spaces. The member highlighted the
importance of informing constituents about how water—or the lack of it—impacts daily life. The member emphasized
the need to build public buy-in by helping people understand what actions they can take to support Basin and noted
that the “trickle-down effect” of water work is significant. They shared that community outreach is a primary focus for
their caucus.

A BAC member added that community growth is directly tied to water availability, noting that any plans for expanding
recreation or attracting new visitors must be grounded in realistic water supply conditions. The member
acknowledged that while wine tourism is a form of recreation for many, the Basin would benefit from diversifying
recreational opportunities, including activities that highlight the region's natural landscapes and cultural assets.

Agriculture Interest Group

A BAC member emphasized that developing a plan for the Little Walla Walla is essential for the agricultural
community, noting that a large number of farmers and local businesses depend on this system. The member
expressed appreciation for the Basin Study but shared frustration that delays in implementing winter-time flows—one
of the lowest-cost and highest-impact actions—continue to have negative consequences. The member stressed that
failing to recharge the Little Walla Walla has ecological and economic repercussions that cannot be ignored.

A BAC member highlighted the importance of education and outreach, noting that both K-12 and adult audiences
could benefit from clearer connections between BAC priorities and local water issues. The member encouraged
incorporating more BAC-related material into educational settings and suggested bringing BAC members directly into
those conversations. The member also emphasized the need to continue implementing larger instream projects and to
stay focused on irrigation efficiency.

A BAC member shared reflections from conversations within the agricultural community, noting broad support for the
anchor project and Bureau process, even though its benefits may feel narrow to some stakeholders. The member
encouraged maximizing collateral benefits from the project and using it to catalyze additional basin work. The
member raised concerns about state regulatory differences and noted that fully utilizing new infrastructure may
require clearer rules for offseason water use. The member emphasized the value of developing a parallel “plan B”
pathway—such as smaller off-site storage—in case the larger project encounters delays. The member added that there
are regulatory and availability constraints to adding more flow to the Little Walla Walla. The BAC member encouraged
thinking creatively despite regulatory constraints.

Local Government Interest Group

&

A BAC member commended the Tri-Sovereigns for their education and outreach efforts and noted that recent public
concerns—such as the perceived lack of transparency around the Tiger Mill project—highlight the importance of
proactive communication. The member emphasized that keeping the public informed is critical to preventing similar
issues from undermining future Basin projects.

A BAC member shared that some landowners had recently asked whether the BAC was involved in Columbia County
Conservation District Touchet River project conversations, noting that working together could be beneficial.

A BAC member asked whether the U.S. Forest Service is invited to BAC meetings, noting that agency staff had
expressed willingness to attend. The member also highlighted the need to simplify and clarify discussions on winter
water use and expressed interest in clear tools or messaging to help BAC members communicate study outcomes and
priorities for 2026-2027.

A BAC member expressed interest in strengthening education and outreach efforts, particularly around alternative
landscaping options and strategies to reduce outdoor water use.
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Economic Development Interest Group

e A BAC member emphasized the importance of raising public awareness and improving communication so that
community members can better understand the Basin’s work. The member noted the need to articulate a broader
regional vision that addresses quality of life, growth, and long-term regional change, and to show how BAC efforts
contribute to shaping that trajectory. The member highlighted demographic trends over the past 15 years, noting
significant growth among residents aged 65 and older and declining K-12 enrollment, and asked what these shifts
mean for livelihoods and job opportunities in the region. The member encouraged tying Basin work more closely to
the region’s overall development path and future economic landscape.

e A BAC member stressed the importance of communicating in clear, accessible language. The member reiterated
earlier points about understanding the Basin as a whole system, noting that while the two major studies are critical
pieces, progress depends on robust monitoring and real data, not on assumptions or modeling alone. The member
emphasized grounding communications in the real conditions of the Basin, helping people understand how they fit
into the system and how systemwide decisions affect them.

o For economic development planning, the member highlighted the need to connect Basin issues to economic
impacts, such as conditions in the Little Walla Walla, and to visualize both the direct and indirect costs of
current challenges. The member noted that crises often create communication opportunities by making trends
more visible at both micro (individual) and macro (basin-wide) levels.

o The member underscored the value of engaging students—both as an educational opportunity and as a way
to cultivate future leaders and participants in Basin work.

o The member also encouraged using the Basin's asset map to identify opportunities for innovation, noting that
the region could become a hub for water technology and applied research if it fully leverages its existing
assets.

State Government Interest Group

e A BAC member highlighted several state-level priorities, including ongoing work on the fish co-manager annual
developed water strategy and continued long-term streamflow planning to understand where water can be directed
to support fish life. The member emphasized the importance of advancing developed water projects and
strengthening streamflow monitoring. The member also encouraged continued discussion on winter water use, noting
that ecological needs during winter have been underrepresented in Basin conversations and that early clarity would be
beneficial.

e A BAC member noted several priority areas for Oregon’s fish and wildlife work, including following the GI Study for
the Milton-Freewater reach and identifying opportunities to release additional water upstream when flows allow. The
member added that Nursery Bridge is becoming an increasingly important fish-passage issue and highlighted the
value of habitat improvements in upper watershed areas.

Federal Government Interest Group

e A BAC member highlighted several federal-level priorities, noting alignment with earlier comments regarding
ESA-listed species and the importance of completing the Nursery Bridge study. The member added that although
large-scale ecosystem work may not be a priority of the current administration, there are still meaningful ways to
advance restoration at both small and large scales. The member emphasized the value of outreach and storytelling,
especially during tight budget cycles, noting that communicating the Basin’s collaborative successes can help sustain
momentum. The member also observed that the Basin has “a lot of eggs in one basket” with the exchange project and
encouraged identifying additional high-impact projects that do not rely on very large budgets.

e A BAC member noted that many of their priorities had already been raised, including the importance of fish passage
and floodplain reconnection. The member highlighted the importance of continuing work on Nursery Bridge passage
improvements. The member emphasized expanding education and outreach—both locally and nationally—and noted
that establishing a shared understanding of groundwater conditions will require significant coordination. The member
also encouraged exploring multiple pathways to increase streamflow, including water savings, water trusts, and
exchanges, while continuing progress on the anchor project.

e A BAC member agreed with earlier comments and encouraged further efforts to increase bull trout connectivity,
noting that fish-passage barriers isolate groups and limit genetic exchange. The member added that reducing water
use and lowering water temperatures remain critical components of supporting fish recovery.
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o The member also encouraged greater use of natural systems, highlighting successful beaver-relocation efforts
that increase upstream water storage and reduce the need for costly infrastructure projects. The member
invited others to reach out to learn more about this work.

Tribal Government Interest Group

e A BAC member noted that the Basin is now five years into implementing the plan and emphasized the importance of
recognizing progress made to date. The member highlighted the need for strong monitoring systems to ensure that
developed water moving across the state line is accurately tracked. The member suggested reconvening the earlier
Monitoring Work Group to evaluate whether current monitoring locations are adequate. The member also
encouraged preparing a progress report to document successes to date. Given another year of low snowpack, the
member stressed that maintaining focus on this work must remain a priority.

OR and WA Legislative Session Updates

e Chris Kowitz, OWRD, provided an update on the Oregon legislative session, noting that no bills have been introduced
yet, and it is still unclear what will be considered this session. He shared that the state budget will remain a challenge,
with impacts from H.R.1 continuing to unfold. Chris also noted that the $2.5 million legislative allocation has been
held. He added that the Basin may avoid reductions, but cuts remain possible, and the overall pace of legislative
budgeting is slower than hoped.

e Brook Beeler, ECY, shared updates on the Washington legislative session. She noted that the budget is extremely tight,
and while the general fund was protected last year, other accounts with smaller balances may be affected. She added
that the Governor's budget is generally favorable for water work, but more details will be available in March.

e Brook also highlighted that this is a short 60-day session focused on budget adjustments; however, there are more
than 1,000 bills already introduced. While not many are directly tied to water, several large, related policy bills are in
play, including:

o A tribal engagement bill requiring state agencies to consult with tribal governments on every decision.

o An executive order on permitting efficiency, requiring agencies to develop new lists and procedures.

o Policies related to large energy-use facilities, including data centers, which have implications for power and
water demand.

e Melissa Downes, Ecology Office of Columbia River (OCR), noted that expected shortfalls are not likely to impact
water-supply development funding.

BAC Discussion

e A representative from OCR commented that a January 15 hearing in the Senate Agriculture and Resources Committee
underscored the importance of moving projects forward now, aligning with earlier BAC member concerns about
urgency.

e Amanda asked how long the Oregon legislative session is, and Chris responded, saying that it's 30 days.

e Alexandra confirmed that the facilitation team will share updates as they are received.

Updates
BAC Meeting Schedule for 2026

e Alexandra shared that the team is tentatively planning eight in-person meetings and two virtual meetings for 2026,
with the virtual meetings likely in July or August and a combined holiday meeting in November or December.
o Working Group meetings are expected in February and March.
o March may be preferable because it is closer to the end of both legislative sessions.

Working Group Updates

e Amanda reported on the recent Drought Working Group meeting, noting strong attendance and discussion of the
drought survey, risk assessment, municipal water conservation rate structures, and a Washington Water Trust
presentation.

e Alexandra shared the following upcoming meetings:
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o Implementation Working Group
= Tuesday, February 10, 2026, 9:30am-11:30am, virtual only on Zoom
o City of Walla Walla Watershed Resiliency Work Group
»  Wednesday, February 25, 2026, 9:00am — 11:00am (Final meeting), at the WEC
o Basin Advisory Committee
» Wednesday, February 25, 2026, 1:00pm — 4:00pm at the WEC
o PFO Working Group
» Tuesday, March 10, 2026, 1:00pm-3:00pm, virtual only on Zoom

Upcoming and Recent Events

e Brian Burns, Tri-State Steelheaders, announced an opportunity for members to participate in the design process for
the Mill Creek project, including the underground section funded by this group. A stakeholder meeting is scheduled
for February 20, and participants will be able to view the physical scale model.

o Alexandra noted she will follow up with additional details after the meeting.

e Linda Herbert, Blue Mountain Land Trust (BMLT), shared that BMLT is hosting another Fish Hatchery tour on February
14. Registration is available on their website under the Education tab.

e Judith Johnson, Kooskooskie Commons, announced the Riparian Symposium in Wenatchee on February 26 at 8:30
a.m., with a field trip afterward. She noted she will not be present at the BAC meeting that day.

o Alexandra and Judith will follow up by sending the link to register.

e Mike Denny, Snake River Salmon Recovery Board, highlighted the Crane Festival on March 21-22, featuring sessions
on geology, hydrology, and more related to the Columbia River Basin. He will send the event information to
Alexandra.

Project and Funding Updates

e Cindy Boen, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, shared an update from the Yakima Basin Integrated Plan: partners on the
Yakima Delta study have begun construction on removing the Bateman Island causeway, a significant fish passage
barrier. The work can be viewed via webcam.

e Adam Klein, City of Walla Walla, reported that the City's Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) system is operational and
performing well. The Ecology-funded feasibility study is ongoing (with pumping completed in November/December
and monitoring underway). The City is also partnering with WWT on a 2026 lease and will begin a municipal water rate
study this year.

e Steve Martin shared that the Snake River Salmon Recovery Board has $1.7 million in funding, including $800,000 for
riparian projects, Floodplains by Design work, and Fish Passage Barrier Board projects. One project aligns with a prior
comment about beaver-related efforts, and while funding is not guaranteed, meaningful progress is being made.

e Randal Son provided a personal project update focused on supporting fish recovery and streamflow. He noted
declining watershed yield in an acre feet and encouraged members to comment at the city council meeting that
evening. He emphasized the need for policy action by June of this year and asked BAC members to participate in
non-agenda public comment.

Other Updates

e Amanda noted that the team is preparing an Ag 101 agenda topic and asked whether the BAC has guidance for
agricultural representatives as they develop presentations to help educate the group about agricultural operations in
the Basin.

o Members were encouraged to share ideas as they left the meeting with Annie Byerley, Walla Walla County
Conservation District.

Public Comment

e A public commenter requested a presentation from the Washington Department of Agriculture, noting that the
agency is preparing a drought-impact report. They shared concerns that the 2015 drought report was criticized for
insufficient scrutiny and emphasized the need for stronger committee input on future assessments. The commenter
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noted that Ecology’s 2014 drought declaration did not significantly affect the Rosa Irrigation District because the
district had already developed internal workarounds. They also expressed concern that long-term forecasting efforts in
2021 were criticized for missing key components and urged the BAC to help strengthen future forecasting efforts. The
commenter highlighted that the Northwest Power and Conservation Council plays an important role in regional water
and energy planning and suggested learning more about their current work.

e A public commenter raised concerns about observing irrigation occurring in new areas despite overall water scarcity.
They noted that, based on their experience conducting water surveys, some lands with highly permeable soils—such
as those along the Touchet—are now being irrigated even though they do not retain water well. The commenter
guestioned how these irrigation patterns emerge, given the difficulty of obtaining water rights in the past and current
constraints on water availability.

Closing

Alli Newhouse, Little River Group, offered closing reflections centered on gratitude and shared purpose. She
acknowledged the passion and dedication demonstrated throughout the meeting, noting that the intensity of members’
goals reflects a collective commitment to the Basin’s long-term health. Alli emphasized that beginning a new year provides
an opportunity to reset, refocus, and carry forward both patience and determination as the group navigates complex
water, habitat, and community challenges. She expressed appreciation for the collaboration within the BAC and
underscored that the group’s shared intent to create meaningful change is what enables progress.

BAC Meeting Agenda | 10

4
)“"’s;, ey



Appendix A. Attendees

WWBAC Members & Alternates

First Name Last Name Affiliation

Agriculture

Alli Newhouse Oregon Ag

Annie Byerley Walla Walla County Conservation District
Travis Trumbull Walla Walla River Irrigation District
Environment

Judith Johnson Kooskooskie Commons

Fraser Moore Blue Mountain Land Trust

Ralph Perkins Walla Walla Basin Watershed Council
Nina Lottsfeldt Washington Water Trust

Steve Martin Snake River Salmon Recovery Board
Tara Patten Walla Walla Basin Watershed Council

Recreation/Quality of Life

Linda

Herbert

Community Member and Blue Mountain Land Trust

Jerry

Norquist

Community Member

Economic Development

Amy Schwab Port of Walla Walla

Nick Velluzzi Walla Walla Community College

Local Government

Steven Patten City of Milton-Freewater

Adam Klein City of Walla Walla

Robert McAndrews City of College Place

Todd Kimball Walla Walla County

Jack Miller Columbia County

State Government

Mark Wachtel Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
Taylor McCroskey Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
Tribal Government

Troy Baker CTUIR

Federal Government

Cindy Boen US Army Corps of Engineers

Colleen Fagan NMFS

Graham Shaw USFWS

Tri-Sovereigns (Ex-Officio/Non-Voting Members)

Anton Chiono CTUIR

Brook Beeler Ecology

Chris Kowitz Oregon Water Resources Department
Melissa Downes Ecology

Larry Mattson OCR/ECY
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WWBAC Members (Primaries) Not in Attendance

First Name Last Name Affiliation
Agriculture
Mark Wagoner Gardena Farms Irrigation District

Tribal Government
Jerimiah Bonifer CTUIR
Local Government

Dan Dorran Umatilla County

State Government

Mike Kuttel, Jr. Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
Other Attendees

First Name Last Name Affiliation

Adriane ' Borgias ' Ecology

Alexandra Doty Cascadia Consulting Group

Alison Crowley Walla Walla County Conservation District

Amanda Cronin Fluent Freshwater Insights

Brian Burns Tri-State Steelheaders

Bryan Gartland Aspect Consulting

Caroline Dickey Cascadia Consulting Group

Charlotte Whitefield Oregon Water Resources Department

Cynthia Bounds Unaffiliated

David Ortman Unaffiliated

Emily Beebe Ecology

Eric Hartwig Ecology

Harlan Gough Washington Water Trust

Jaime Short Ecology

Jackie McCool WDFW

Janna Guzman Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife

Joe West City of Walla Walla

Jon Culp SCC

J. Scherger Unaffiliated

Jeff Dengel WDFW

John Warinner Aspect Consulting

Luke Martin OWRD

Melissa Shumake Walla Walla County Community Development

Michelle McClellan Walla Walla Basin Watershed Council

Mike Denny Snake River Salmon Recovery Board

Mikahala Waters Alta Science and Engineering

Randal Son Private Landowner

Sarah Dymecki Ecology
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Shauna Hanisch-Kirkbride Ecology

Steve Kahl USFWS

Stuart Crane Yakama Nation

Tim Poppleton Ecology
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