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WALLA WALLA BASIN ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
SUMMARY  

Wednesday, December 3, 2025 | 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.  

Room 2023-24 | Water & Environment Center at WWCC | 640 Water Center Drive  

Time* Agenda Item (Action items are marked with “!”) 
Reference 

Materials 
Presenter(s) 

1:00 (10 mins) Welcome, Introductions, Review Agenda 

• Welcome and introductions 

• Review agenda 

• Opening remarks 

Agenda 

 

• Anton Chiono, CTUIR, on 

behalf of the Tri-

Sovereigns 

• Alexandra Doty, Facilitator  

1:10 (60 mins) US Bureau of Reclamation Basin Study 

• Presentation by the USBOR to share the background on 

work to date, highlight the Vulnerability Assessment, 

share out of the modeling results and how modeling 

informs the scenarios, and look ahead to next steps with 

the final basin study report October of 2026 done. 

• BAC member questions and discussion 

 • Sarah Dymecki, ECY 

• Rebekah Triolo, Casey 

Howard, and Sophie 

Wilderotter, US Bureau of 

Reclamation 

• BAC members 

2:10 (5 mins) BAC Caucus Approval (!) 

• BAC Decision Item: Discuss and consider approval of 

proposed BAC caucus representation change within the 

Environment/Recreation Caucus 

 • Alexandra Doty, Facilitator 

• BAC members 

(30 min) Updates  

• Highlight recent Tri-Sovereign outreach and conference 

presentations 

• Fisheries update 

• Working Group updates 

• OR Legislative Funding Update 

• Upcoming and recent events  

• Project and funding updates 

• Agenda and field trip suggestions 

 • Tri-Sovereigns 

• Taylor McCroskey, ODFW 

• Chris Kowitz, OWRD 

• BAC members  

There will be a 10-minute break around 3:00 

3:10 (10 mins) City of Walla Walla Sediment Bypass Gate 

• Share an update about a sediment bypass gate project 

to improve sediment management at the Mill Creek 

Diversion Dam during high water events. BAC member 

questions and discussion 

 • Adam Klein, City of Walla 

Walla 

• BAC members 

3:20 (20 mins) Developed Water Application(s) 

• Provide an overview of developed water application(s) 

that are underway and share a reminder about the 

process and next steps. 

• BAC member questions and discussion 

 • Nina Lottsfeldt, WWT 

• Chris Kowitz, OWRD, 

• Jaime Short, ECY 

3:40 (10 mins) Highlights from the BAC Member and Tri-Sovereign 

Check-Ins and end of year reflections 

• Share out the key takeaways from the BAC member and 

Tri-Sovereign check-ins 

• BAC member questions and discussion 

BAC and Tri-

Sov. Check-in 

Summary Fall 

2025 

• Chris Kowitz, OWRD, 

Anton Chiono, CTUIR, and 

Brook Beeler, ECY 

• BAC members 

3:50 (5 mins) Public Comment  • Alexandra Doty, Facilitator 

3:55 (5 mins) Closing 

• Next steps 

 • Mark Wagoner, Gardena 

Farms Irrigation District, 

Agriculture Caucus 
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• Rotating BAC Member closing remarks  • Alexandra Doty, Facilitator  

*All times are approximate and may change. 

Welcome, Introductions, Review Agenda 
Alexandra welcomed everyone to the meeting and led introductions and provided an overview of the agenda to see full 

list of attendees in Appendix A. Attendees 

Anton provided opening remarks, thanking everyone for attending in person and online. He noted his appreciation for the 

work that has gone into the first phase of the Bureau of Reclamation study, emphasized that it is part of a longer process 

toward larger water supply solutions, and shared that he is also looking forward to updates on near-term, shorter-term 

solutions. 

US Bureau of Reclamation Basin Study 

Presenters: Rebekah Triolo, Casey Howard, and Sophie Wilderotter with US Bureau of 
Reclamation 

• A basin study evaluates future water supply and demand under climate change, population growth, and other 

stressors; analyzes how existing infrastructure and operations will perform under those future conditions; identifies 

strategies to ensure an adequate water supply; and conducts trade-off analyses of the options considered. 

• The presenters outlined how the basin modeling framework represents natural flows, historical conditions, and 

current operations to create a baseline for comparison. The model evaluates how changes in policy, infrastructure, 

and hydrology affect river flows and identifies system vulnerabilities. Oregon water rights are prioritized first, and 

only major diversions are included. Results generally align well with historical data, with streamflow primarily 

influenced by diversion activity. The calibrated model will be converted to a baseline model and used to test 

future scenarios under projected climate and demand conditions. Key milestones include modeling in November 

2025, trade-off analysis in July 2026, and the final report in September 2026. 

• The presentation also described the federal planning process, which progresses from preliminary investigation to 

appraisal study, then to a feasibility study (with congressional authorization), and ultimately to project 

authorization and funding. Feasibility studies typically take 3–5 years and cost $5–10 million, with additional 

congressional approval required for implementation. 

BAC Discussion  
• A BAC member asked whether the study will include economic costs, or if it is limited to physical hydrology only. 

o Rebekah responded that the study relies only on existing available data, and that some cost information is 

available for certain components, though full economic analysis is limited.  

• A BAC member asked are the different inputs in the study weighted equally, and how do you account for 

variations in data availability or quality? 

o Rebekah clarified that all areas are weighted using available information, and different datasets are 

weighted differently to ensure the results are balanced and comparable. 

• An attendee asked USBR to clarify what the Riverware model is? What are the model inputs and outputs? Does 

the model include surface water, groundwater and spring discharges? 

o Casey replied RiverWare is used to simulate basin streamflow under natural, historical, and current 

operating conditions. Inputs include hydrology, operational rules, diversions, and water demands, and 

outputs are river flows at key locations. The model focuses on surface water and major diversions and 

does not explicitly model groundwater, springs, or return flow pathways.  

o An attendee asked what does "return flow" mean in this context? 

o Casey clarified that return flows are based on groundwater equations and gains/losses and are not 

modeled as an isolated or separate source within the model. 

• An attendee asked will this USBR Basin Study ask and answer the question: “Where, when, how and how much 

water occurs in the Walla Walla Basin? 

o Casey responded that the study will provide a statistical analysis to help address those questions. 
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• A BAC member shared enthusiasm for the study and noted that there is so much information that one hour was 

not enough time. They also asked whether designated flows allow tracking what percentage of flow falls into the 

unknown category. 

o Casey explained that there is no single quantified value for the unknown portion of flow, but that it 

represents a meaningful amount of real water, which may include return flows or other sources. The 

model accounts for inflow and outflow at each point and major diversion, including water taken during 

each period and where historical data are lacking, assumptions are avoided to prevent introducing 

uncertainty. 

• A BAC member wondered whether the “unknown” portion of flow is closer to the 40% or 10% range, how that 

compares to other basins, and how much of the total flow can realistically be quantified. Suggested the model 

could be a valuable tool for education and outreach. 

o Casey added that all components of flow are accounted for as part of the system and cannot simply be 

turned off. The focus is on comparing periods of low water versus high water, and he emphasized that it is 

difficult to provide a single percentage because flows vary from year to year. 

• A BAC member asked when new scenarios can be added or adjusted, and what the timeframe is for modifying 

scenarios during the modeling process. 

o Rebekah responded that new scenarios must be developed before the trade-off analysis phase. Anyone 

interested in testing strategies through the model was encouraged to reach out to the Tri-Sovereigns as 

the first point of contact so testing can begin sooner rather than later. 

• A BAC member asked what types of additional future demands are being considered in the model. 

o Chris, OWRD, noted that future demands are based on best-available projections for climate change and 

population growth. 

o Sophie shared that a Washington State University study found agricultural water users may take water for 

longer periods if their water rights allow. 

o Chris added that prior to starting the Basin  study, this group was consulted on what inputs would be 

included. Four alternatives are being evaluated, and while feedback is still welcome, there is limited time 

remaining for new data collection as the window for gathering additional data is closing. 

• A BAC member asked, how is the study accounting for climate change and what data sets are you using?  

o Casey explained that future projected flows are developed using global climate models and different 

carbon pathways to estimate temperature and precipitation for the region. That information is then used 

to generate projected streamflows, which differ from historical conditions. These projections use historical 

data to refine results and better represent how physical hydrology translates to streamflow. He noted that 

this process began about a year ago and is still relatively new, and that the river is currently being stressed 

using the baseline model. 

• Amanda noted that the modeled flow appeared higher than the available water and asked whether this was a 

concern, specifically referencing Mill Creek calibration results graph. 

o Casey said he will follow up with project partners, noting that the modeled values are fairly close to 

observed conditions and improve after 2014. He added that the discrepancy may be related to instream 

flow calculations, which have become more accurate over time, and emphasized the importance of 

achieving the highest accuracy during low-flow conditions. 

• A BAC member asked whether the BAC would have the opportunity to learn about the criteria used for the study 

and provide input on how the criteria are weighted. 

o Rebekah responded that criteria development was initially based on approaches used in other basins. She 

explained that adjustments are currently handled by the project management team, and any proposal to 

expand review to the BAC would require their approval. 

• A BAC member added that broader review would improve education, transparency, and buy-in, and noted the 

value of having more opportunities to understand how decisions and criteria are established. 
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• A BAC member asked whether this work is limited to a technical report and when the National Environmental 

Policy Act (NPEA) process would be initiated. 

o Rebekah clarified that NEPA would occur during the feasibility study phase. 

BAC Caucus Approval (!) 

The December 3 BAC meeting had a quorum of BAC members present. 

Environment/Recreation Caucus  
Nominee: Fraser Moore, Blue Mountain Land Trust, was nominated to serve as alternate to Steve Martin, Snake River 

Salmon Recovery Board. The alternate currently is Ali Fitzgerald, Snake River Salmon Recovery Board. 

• Linda voiced strong support for Frasier’s nomination, noting that serving as an alternate allows his participation to 

be formally included in his work plan with Blue Mountain Land Trust. She described him as a bright, big-picture 

thinker with strong scientific curiosity and integrity, and emphasized that he will offer thoughtful, independent 

input. 

• A BAC member asked if the person that Fraser would take the position of, has agreed to step away from the BAC?  

o Alexandra responded yes, they have agreed. 

• A BAC member asked whether Linda is with the Blue Mountain Land Trust and noted that this would mean there is 

a second representative from the organization participating. 

o Linda shared that they are a volunteer member of Blue Mountain Land Trust and have been endorsed by 

the Land Trust to sit at the table for the BAC. They clarified that they are no longer an official board 

member, having termed out, and would serve alongside the designated Blue Mountain Land Trust 

representative as the alternate. 

o Amanda added that Linda (as he primary) and Jerry (as the alternate) serve in the Recreation and Quality 

of Life seat. Steve Martin, as the Snake River Salmon Recovery Board representative, holds an Environment 

seat on the caucus. Blue Mountain Land Trust would fill the secondary alternate position for the 

Environment seat. The previous alternate, Ali Fitzgerald with the Snake River Salmon Recovery Board, was 

not able to attend meetings regularly. 

• Anton asked for clarification that these positions represent the seats themselves, rather than the specific 

organizations the individuals work for. 

o Alexandra confirmed that the positions represent interest groups and caucuses, rather than individual  

organizations. 

• Approved by consensus, no opposition. 

Tribal Government Caucus   
Nominee: Troy Baker CTUIR, was nominated to serve as alternate to Jerimiah Bonifer, CTUIR. The Alternate spot currently 

is vacant. 

• Anton shared appreciation for Troy’s willingness to step into this role and noted that many in the group are 

already familiar with his long-standing involvement. He expressed gratitude for Troy’s expertise and emphasized 

that it will continue to benefit the group. 

• A BAC member added that Troy has been a tremendous asset to the Walla Walla Basin Watershed Council and 

brings extensive experience in the issues the group works on. 

• Approved by consensus, no opposition. 

Updates  

Highlight recent Tri-Sovereign outreach and conference presentations 
• Anton acknowledged some recent confusion and apologized for not communicating more clearly about the many 

activities happening lately. He noted that the group had to leave early from the last BAC meeting for another 

presentation, and since then there has been growing regional interest and numerous requests for updates on the 

basin’s work. From the tribal perspective, he emphasized feeling honored to help represent what is happening in 

the basin while recognizing this is only one part of a much larger collective effort. He stressed the importance of 
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improving communication going forward so the group stays informed as work continues to move quickly, and 

shared that the basin’s progress is being noticed beyond the region. 

• Chris encouraged anyone interested in helping share this work regionally to get involved. Noted how far things 

have come in the last five years even had the chance to present in Colorado and there’s growing legislative 

interest. Wants to keep spreading the word about the good work happening in Walla Walla. 

• Brook reflected that it’s great to hear about the progress and collaboration; feedback from others has been really 

positive. 

• A BAC member mentioned that they put some handouts in the back with information about different 

organizations. Mentioned that Amy, Judith, and Jerry have expressed interest in joining the speakers bureau. 

• A BAC member shared encouraging feedback from the Water Law Conference in Portland, where a longtime water 

attorney remarked that the work in Walla Walla is advancing issues that have not moved in 25 years. The member 

also recently attended the Water Resources Congress in Hood River, where key themes included lobbying, 

collaboration, and outreach. A major takeaway was that the water sector often struggles to tell a compelling story 

at local, state, and national levels, and that stronger, collaborative storytelling is a critical missing link—not only 

for this basin, but nationwide. 

• A BAC member reminded the group that as the speaker’s bureau develops content, it’s important to understand 

the “so what” for each audience and tailor messages accordingly. 

o A BAC member said they were initially nervous to join because the topics felt overwhelming, but there are 

great resources and meetings set up including with Economic Development faculty at Whitman to help 

people learn about water issues. Suggested exploring internships that connect students with BAC work. 

• A BAC member stated the goal is to make presentations strong enough that speakers feel prepared and 

confident, even without having every answer. Encouraged everyone to participate and reminded the 

group that this work is shared. 

Fisheries update 
• Taylor, ODFW, gave an overview of recent fisheries data collected with ODFW and the Tribe, used a video of 

salmon spawning to explain how redds are formed and identified in the field, and noted that spring Chinook 

produce roughly 3,000–3,500 eggs per female, with hatcheries typically using 1:1 or 2:1 male-to-female spawning 

ratios. 

o An attendee asked whether spring Chinook only spawn once? 

o Taylor confirmed that they are semelparous and die after spawning, and added that while steelhead can 

spawn multiple times, this is rare in the Columbia Basin. 

• Taylor described bull trout redd surveys in the South Fork, noting that long-term data show spawning shifted 

downstream after the 2020 flood redistributed gravel. Expanded surveys from 2021–2025 documented this shift, 

with most redds now occurring below historic index sites. He added that bull trout numbers are beginning to 

rebound, likely due to increased spring Chinook returns providing more prey. 

• An attendee asked what caused the bull trout decline in the early 2000s? 

o Taylor replied likely a mix of low water, passage issues, and mortality from older radio-tagging studies; 

newer PIT tag technology is less harmful. 

• Taylor noted that Mill Creek spring Chinook redd counts were very strong in 2022 and 2025, representing some of 

the best returns in years, with most redds occurring in the upper basin where habitat conditions are better. South 

Fork spring Chinook redds also reached the highest numbers on record this year, suggesting recent release efforts 

are beginning to show positive results and offering optimism after many years of low returns. 

• A BAC member asked when salmon smolts return? 

o Taylor explained that jacks typically return at age 3 after one year in freshwater and one year in the ocean, 

while most adult spring Chinook in the Columbia Basin return as 4-year-olds after two years in the ocean. 

Five-year-old returns are rare in the Mid-Columbia. For the smolts released last year, returns are expected 

in two years during the spring run. 

Working Group updates 
• Amy provided a PFO work group meeting update and talked about the speaker’s bureau and why it’s important 

for people beyond the technical experts to share this work. The salmon-simulation idea came up again modeled 



 

BAC Meeting Summary │ 6 

 

after Survive the Sound and Alison is leading that effort using local data. It could be a great educational tool for 

kids and the community. The PFO also recapped the open house overall very positive, with interest in more ag-

focused content and outreach next time. 

• Amanda provided an Implementation work group update. Half the meeting focused on Uplands, with two 

speakers discussing the Blue Mountain ecosystem and different forest-management approaches. Heard a virtual 

presentation on the OpenET project, which measures water use across the landscape and was funded through 

OCR. Another presentation covered the Touchet–Tucannon partnership’s flood-management work. The meeting 

was well attended and set up several topics for 2026. 

OR Legislative Funding Update 
• Chris stated there are no major updates as budget issues in Salem continue. The latest revenue forecast is better 

but still shows a deficit. There’s still disagreement between the executive and legislature on reductions, and the 

funds for this work are caught in that process. A request has been made to allow a reduced amount of funding to 

move forward so OCR can start granting, but there’s no answer yet. Direct appropriations might be exempt from 

cuts, so there’s hope. 

Upcoming and recent events  
• Tri-State Steelheader Annual Meeting at 7pm in the WEC on December 3, highlighting Mill Creek fish passage 

improvements with guest speaker Cindy Boen! 

City of Walla Walla Sediment Bypass Gate 

Presenter: Adam Klein, City of Walla Walla  
• The City’s drinking water infrastructure, built in 1922, includes aging 36-inch sluice gates that no longer provide 

adequate protection during major flood events (1996, 2020, and 2022). Gravel, sediment, and logs frequently 

block fish screens, limiting surface water intake and reducing system reliability, and in-water maintenance such as 

dredging requires complex permitting. Mill Creek downstream of the dam is also sediment-deprived, affecting 

channel and ecological conditions. 

• The project is intended to protect Walla Walla’s drinking water system by improving the intake, fish screens, and 

intake building, reducing or eliminating the need for dredging and associated permitting, and restoring sediment 

movement downstream of the dam. A vertical lift gate was selected because it can be raised completely out of the 

water during high flows, reducing damage risk. 

• The project timeline includes design in 2025, permitting in 2026 (with dredging allowed between July 15 and 

August 15 under an existing nationwide permit), and construction beginning in 2027 with work continuing into 

2028. Input was requested on potential environmental benefits or concerns related to installing the new gate and 

allowing sediment to move downstream. 

• Looking for feedback on the potential environmental benefits or concerns of installing a new gate on the creek 

and allowing gravel and sediment to move downstream rather than remain trapped behind the dam. 

BAC Discussion 
• A BAC member noted concerns related to permitting and construction and offered to discuss those details offline, 

as they have already been reviewed with the contractor. At a high level, they explained that adding gravel 

downstream is generally beneficial for fish by supporting spawning and natural sediment movement. However, 

she raised concern about a potential velocity barrier if too much water is forced through a narrow area, which 

could draw fish toward the gate instead of the fishway or limit upstream movement. 

• A BAC member recommended that final designs be submitted to NMFS as soon as possible and noted that 

steelhead may be spawning in the area. She emphasized the importance of evaluating how increased sediment 

downstream could affect spawning habitat and redds. 

• A BAC member asked about plans for dredged material and noted that Tri-State Steelheaders are currently doing 

construction and may be interested in using the gravel. 

• Amanda noted that funding for this type of work is becoming more limited, and if clear fish benefits can be 

incorporated into the project, it may open access to additional funding sources. She added that although the 
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project is primarily focused on drinking water, it may also provide ecological benefits that strengthen future 

funding opportunities.  

Developed Water Application(s) 

Presenters: Nina Lottsfeldt, WWT, Chris Kowitz, OWRD, Jaime Short, ECY 
• WWRID, CTUIR, and Washington Water Trust are proposing a short-term water right lease for the upcoming 

irrigation season to keep up to 12.5 cfs instream to support fish and overall river health. The lease would limit 

district diversions to 56.25 cfs and protect flows through approximately 6 river miles during the irrigation season 

(May–October). August flows would be lower (4 cfs) due to water availability. Total protected volume is estimated 

at about 3,800 acre-feet. 

• The lease is possible due to improved water-use efficiency within the irrigation district and updated Oregon policy 

that allows reduced diversions at the point of diversion without taking farmland out of production, which is 

especially important for permanent crops. 

• A longer-term goal is to work with Oregon and Washington water agencies to extend protection of this water 

farther downstream toward the Columbia River (up to ~46 river miles). The proposal is still in development and 

under agency review, so final reach length, quantities, and monitoring details may change. 

BAC Discussion 
• Sarah, ECY, asked how long is the lease for? 

o Nina responded that it will begin as a one-year lease to allow time to work out any issues and apply 

adaptive management as needed. 

• A BAC member, speaking from the Gardena perspective, raised concern about what happens to bypassed water 

once it crosses the state line, noting that during July–September much of it may effectively disappear and 

questioning how that water is ultimately tracked and managed downstream. 

o Chris responded that this is a well-known issue that has been discussed extensively. He explained that 

significant data have been collected through the USGS groundwater study, providing a solid 

understanding of water losses in the reach below the bridge. At flows below roughly 70 cfs, losses are 

consistently about 19 cfs, regardless of whether the river is at 70 or 35 cfs. Data are less reliable at higher 

flows due to measurement limitations. In Oregon, all protected instream water is managed as a single 

accounting pool, with losses applied starting from the most junior instream rights. These details will be 

documented in the application to ensure Ecology and the public understand that protected water at the 

state line is being accurately accounted for. 

o Jamie added that only the amount of water physically crossing the state line can be protected 

downstream. For example, if 5 cfs is crossing the state line, they would not attempt to protect more than 

that amount farther downstream. She noted that physical constraints will factor into measurements, but 

there are practical ways to address the losses and manage their downstream impacts. 

• Chris added that Oregon will protect the leased water to the state line, with the goal for Washington to recognize 

it as developed water under state statute. He emphasized that it is not in anyone’s interest to create a paper water 

right, and that careful steps are being taken to ensure the water placed into the trust program is physically 

crossing the state line. 

o Jamie noted that the most time-consuming part of the process will likely be application processing and 

the required public notice. A legal notice must run for two consecutive weeks, followed by a 30-day 

protest period. Oregon applications are expected soon so the Washington process can begin. Application 

materials will be shared with the 2050 email list, and when the draft decision is ready, it will be posted for 

a 30-day public comment period. Multiple opportunities for public input will be available as the process 

moves forward. 

• A BAC member referenced the September tour where the group visited one of the irrigation facilities and noted 

that management tools and infrastructure upgrades are what made the proposed water lease possible. A question 

was raised about whether these tools were partner-funded and connected to the water rights work. It was noted 
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that there are approximately a dozen or more of these facilities, each costing roughly $300,000–$750,000, and that 

decades of behind-the-scenes work made this effort possible. 

• A BAC member asked how, during the lease period when WWIRD diversions are capped at 56 cfs, other water 

rights that divert directly from the lower river are accounted for when determining how much water ultimately 

moves downstream. 

o Chris explained that state legislation requires extensive metering above and below the point of diversion, 

and that ongoing upgrades to measurement and control systems are helping accurately track and 

distinguish different sources of water moving through the system. 

• A BAC member asked how communication will occur with users who may need to shut off water when flows need 

to move across the state line. 

o Jamie responded that curtailments would be implemented the same way as on the mainstem, based on 

established procedures. Eric Hartwig is developing a draft plan identifying measurement point and 

outlining how communication with users will occur. Most major users are already aware of the project and 

will receive notice about expected quantities at different gauges. The process will be transparent, with 

information available online and by phone so users can track river conditions and know when shut offs 

may be required to ensure protected water moves downstream. 

• A BAC member asked whether the developed water would be additive to Washington-generated trust water 

already protected in the mainstem. 

o Jamie responded that it would be additive where appropriate, and that this information would be 

documented in the Record of Examination 

• Amanda mentioned that an update be brought back in January or February, noting that there will be more to 

discuss and that this effort will be on deck for early 2026. 

• Travis: WWRID used their full amount of 68 cfs only once in past 5 years and under the lease they will irrigate the 

same acreage with less water.  

Highlights from the BAC Member and Tri-Sovereign Check-Ins 

Presenters: Chris Kowitz, OWRD, Anton Chiono, CTUIR, and Brook Beeler, ECY  
• Brook thanked BAC members for participating in individual check-ins and noted growing trust, collaboration, and 

comfort within the BAC. Key themes included upland forest management, BAC structure and function, outreach 

and legislative engagement, and interest in prioritizing agenda topics. Appreciation was shared for members 

coming prepared with ideas and updates. 

• Anton echoed appreciation for the check-ins and emphasized the value of open, honest conversations in 

strengthening relationships and improving the group’s work. He encouraged ongoing communication beyond 

formal check-ins. 

• A BAC member expressed interest in better understanding different perspectives behind recent discussion points 

and noted an opportunity to further discuss recreational access at a PFO meeting. They emphasized the need for 

stronger collaboration with agricultural partners and greater political engagement from agricultural interests to 

support future funding, and shared interest in continued one-on-one or roundtable conversations.  

o Amanda clarified that this topic is part of the group’s broader strategic direction. While it has not been a 

major focus area yet, there has been some interest, particularly related to agriculture and diversity. 

Public Comment  
• A member of the public raised concerns about Ecology’s delays in required water supply inventories and long-

term forecasts; asked if BAC is involved in the 2026 forecast and questioned whether Bureau work may duplicate 

Ecology’s efforts. Gaps between current Steelhead/Chinook returns and basin recovery goals; requested more 

regular, quantitative fish-return reporting to track progress. How the BAC and Bureau are using Ecology’s updated 

2024 irrigation efficiency/consumptive use guidance to evaluate the basin’s major irrigators. 
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Closing  

Mark Wagoner, Gardena Farms Irrigation District, Agriculture Caucus, provided closing remarks reflecting on how local 

water planning began in 1999 with the federal listing of steelhead, which led to new water bypass requirements and more 

coordinated water management. In 2000, the state launched a formal planning process, followed by the Walla Walla Water 

Management Partnership that brought agencies, tribes, irrigators, and municipalities together. Emphasized the value of long-

term collaboration and closed by thanking the group for their continued dedication and commitment to water management in 

the basin.  

Appendix A. Attendees  

WWBAC Members & Alternates  
First Name     Last Name     Affiliation     

Agriculture  

Alli  Newhouse  Oregon Ag  

Annie     Byerley     Walla Walla County Conservation District    

Travis  Trumbull  Walla Walla River Irrigation District 

Mark Wagoner Gardena Farms Irrigation District 

Environment  

Judith     Johnson     Kooskooskie Commons     

Ralph     Perkins     Walla Walla Basin Watershed Council     

Nina Lottsfeldt  Washington Water Trust  

Tara Patten Walla Walla Basin Watershed Council   

Recreation/Quality of Life  

Linda  Herbert  Community Member and Blue Mountain Land Trust 

Jerry   Norquist  Community Member  

Economic Development  

Amy  Schwab  Port of Walla Walla  

Local Government  

Steven  Patten  City of Milton-Freewater  

Adam Klein City of Walla Walla 

Bob Waldher Umatilla County Alternate 

Jack  Miller Columbia County 

State Government  

Mark Wachtel Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Taylor     McCroskey     Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Trea Nance OR Department of Environmental Quality  

Tribal Government  

Federal Government  

Cindy  Boen  US Army Corps of Engineers  

Colleen  Fagan NMFS 

Tri-Sovereigns (Ex-Officio/Non-Voting Members)  

Brook  Beeler  Ecology  
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Chris     Kowitz     Oregon Water Resources Department   

Melissa  Downes Ecology 

Ross  Deardorff Oregon Water Resources Department 

Anton  Chiono CTUIR 

  
WWBAC Members (Primaries) Not in Attendance  

First Name     Last Name     Affiliation     

Environment  

Steve  Martin Snake River Salmon Recovery Board  

Tribal Government  

Jerimiah Bonifer CTUIR 

Economic Development  

Nick  Velluzzi  Walla Walla Community College   

Local Government 

Dan Dorran Umatilla County 

Todd  Kimball  Walla Walla County  

State Government 

Mike Kuttel, Jr. Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

 

Other Attendees  
First Name     Last Name     Affiliation     

Alexandra  Doty  Cascadia Consulting Group    

Alison                    Crowley  Walla Walla County Conservation District 

Amanda Cronin Fluent Freshwater Insights 

Bryan  Gartland Aspect Consulting 

Carson Brock Cascadia Consulting Group    

Casey  Howard Bureau of Reclamation  

Charlotte  Whitefield  Oregon Water Resources Department  

Chris Beard Ecology 

Cynthia  Bounds Unaffiliated  

David Ortman Unaffiliated  

Doug Chalmers SEI 

Eric  Hartwig Ecology 

Fraser Moore Blue Mountain Land Trust  

Harlan  Goagh Washington Water Trust 

Heather  May  Ecology 

Jaime Short Ecology 

Jackie McCool WDFW 

Janna Guzman Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife  

jscherger  Unaffiliated  

Jeff  Dermond Ecology 

John Warinner Aspect Consulting 

Kevin Scribner Jacobs Engineering 

Michelle McClellan Walla Walla Basin Watershed Council 



 

BAC Meeting Summary │ 11 

 

Mikahala Waters Alta Science and Engineering 

Patrick Cabbage Ecology 

Perrin  Robinson Ecology 

Rebekah  Triolo Bureau of Reclamation  

Sarah Dymecki Ecology 

Stephanie  May  Ecology  

Sophie  Wilderotter Bureau of Reclamation  

Stuart  Crane  Yakama Nation  

Tracy  Schwarz Army Corps of Engineers 

Tim     Poppleton     Ecology     

Troy Baker                                               CTUIR 

Unidentified User 15038034620  

 

 


