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WALLA WALLA BASIN ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
SUMMARY  

Wednesday, September 24, 2025 | 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.  

Room 110A/B | Blue Mountain Community College | 311 N Columbia St, Milton-Freewater, 

Hybrid Meeting 

Time* Agenda Item (Action items are marked with “!”) 
Reference 

Materials 
Presenter(s) 

1:00 (10 mins) Welcome, Introductions, Review Agenda 

• Welcome and introductions 

• Review agenda 

• Opening remarks 

Agenda 

 

• Brook Beeler, ECY, on behalf 

of the Tri-Sovereigns 

• Alexandra Doty, Facilitator  

1:10 (10 mins) 

 

 Walla Walla 2050 Open House Discussion 

• Share updates about the upcoming October 21 Open 

House logistics, planning, and promotion 

• BAC questions and discussion 

Open House 

promotional 

packet 

• Alexandra Doty, Facilitator 

• Carson Brock, Cascadia 

Consulting Group 

 
1:25 (25 min) 

 

 

Updates  

• OR funding updates 

• Developed water policy next steps 

• BAC member and Tri-Sovereign check-ins 

• Working Group updates 

• Upcoming and recent events  

• Project and funding updates 

• Agenda and field trip suggestions 

• Other updates? 

 • Alexandra Doty, Facilitator 

• Amanda Cronin, Project 

Manager 

• Chris Kowitz, OWRD and 

Melissa Downes, ECY 

• Jaime Short, ECY 

• BAC members  

1:45 (5 mins) Public Comment  • Alexandra Doty, Facilitator 

1:50 (1 min) Closing 

• Next steps 

• Coordinate carpools for the field trip 

 • Alexandra Doty, Facilitator  

Transition to field trip 

2:00 (120 mins) Walla Walla River Irrigation District Field Trip 

• Tour the WWRID, learn about what they grow, how 

they use water, and get your questions answered. 

 

WWRID Map 

handout 

• Travis Trumbull, WWRID 

• BAC Members 

 

Welcome, Introductions, Review Agenda 
Alexandra welcome everyone to the meeting and lead introductions and provided an overview of the agenda to see full list 

of attendees in Appendix A. Attendees. 

Walla Walla 2050 Open House Discussion 
Carson Brock, Cascadia Consulting Group, provided an overview of the Open House progress.  

• Carson shared The Walla Walla 2050 Open House is scheduled for Tuesday, October 21, from 4:30–7:30 PM at the 

Whitman College Reid Campus Ballroom. Station host sign-ups are now closed; logistics and promotional materials will 

be sent to hosts soon. Station hosts should arrive by 4:00 PM to set up, with presentations beginning at 5:00 PM and 

continuing until 7:00 PM. The event will feature both a presentation space and an area for station host tables. Activities 

include the passport activity, raffle, and speaker events. 
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• The presentation lineup will include: an overview of WW2050 and basin-wide challenges, a fish recovery update (Bull 

Trout, Steelhead, Spring Chinook), an explanation of the USGS groundwater study, and a panel discussion on ensuring 

enough water in the Basin. A wrap-up will highlight basin resilience efforts, progress toward a major water 

infrastructure project, and next steps.  
• An ongoing slideshow of Basin projects, events, and achievements will run in the main room with station host tables. 

Photos from across the Basin are also being collected to feature in the slideshow, with captions noting the 

project/event, organizations involved, and date.  
• Promotion is underway, with packets including social media squares, newsletter content, flyers, and email invite 

templates shared for partners to distribute through their networks.  

 

BAC Discussion  
• A BAC member asked whether panelists should self-organize to plan and create slide content or if prompts would be 

provided. 

• Alexandra responded that facilitation team will reach out to panelists soon about coordination of speaking points. 

• A BAC member stated that past events have gone smoothly and had no suggestions for changes. 

• A BAC member asked if all station hosts should have a cohesive message or if each station host should present their 

own message. 

• Alexandra responded that station hosts can share about their organization and connection to the Walla Walla Water 

2050 Strategic Plan, goals, and priorities.  

• A BAC member stated that all tabling connects to plan implementation. While a unified message hasn’t been discussed, 

station hosts could include shared ideas (what participants can do or how to get involved). 

• A BAC member asked if there will be a survey alongside the scavenger hunt. 

o Alexandra confirmed there will be an attendee survey, including feedback on the event and how participants 

heard about it. 

• A BAC member stated that in past open houses, the public may not have enough background to know what to ask. 

Suggested stations focus on explaining how issues (e.g. water shortages) affect people, rather than just describing 

organizational roles. 

o Alexandra agreed this was a great point. 

• A BAC member stated they could help promote through a Facebook account with around 13,000 followers. 

• A BAC member asked if there is a deadline for presenters to submit their information. 

• Alexandra replied that for speakers, coordination will begin over email with bullet points as an initial guide. 

• Alexandra mentioned that any BAC member not presenting or tabling could support by volunteering at the welcome 

table. 

Updates  

OR funding updates 
• Chris Kowitz, OWRD, provided two funding updates. He noted that $2.5 million was secured from the Oregon 

Legislature to continue plan implementation marking the first time Oregon has provided funding to Washington for 

this purpose and requiring a new administrative process to be developed between OWRD and ECY. Next steps include 

finalizing the new contract framework and reaching out to project leads from the 2024 list to confirm project status and 

funding needs, though the timeline remains uncertain.  

• Chris also highlighted progress on the cross-state groundwater study funded in coordination with ECY OCR, noting 

that the contract for this first-of-its-kind agreement has been finalized. 

 

 

BAC Discussion:  
• A BAC member asked why the list of projects needed to be revisited if they were already identified in the OR legislation. 

o Chris explained that the list was developed in 2024 but not written into legislation. The intent is to return to 

project sponsors, though some projects may already have advanced or secured other funding. 

• A BAC member stated that when testimony was given, projects were presented with specific dollar amounts. 
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o Chris confirmed that was based on the original 2024 scope and dollars. If a project has since been funded 

elsewhere, adjustments will be needed in how funds are allocated. 

• A BAC member asked why a contract with Washington was needed to spend money in Oregon. 

o Chris noted that current WA legislative project funding runs through Washington’s OCR using the established 

process. Both states agreed not to create separate mechanisms. Cross-border projects are allowed if the 

originating state benefits, and keeping OCR as administrator avoids duplication and new programs. 

• A BAC member expressed concern that OWRD takes a percentage off the top before passing funds to Ecology, asking if 

Ecology also takes administrative costs. 

o Chris confirmed yes, Ecology may take administrative costs, explaining that Ecology staff will administer the 

grants, with details to be confirmed.  

• A BAC member asked what happens if a project sponsor no longer needs the money. 

o Chris said the process depends on how quickly the new administrative system is established. If funds remain at 

the end of the biennium, they could be rolled into the next round of OCR funding. 

• A BAC member reflected on policy and water management, noting that an amendment had been proposed as part of 

the OR legislation to set up a program for dispersing funds, but it did not pass. Without that mechanism, the contract 

process through OCR was the simplest option. They added that benchmarks were included in the OR legislation similar 

to Washington’s legislation, requiring projects to deliver measurable in-state benefits, while leaving some flexibility for 

adjustments in the pre-bidding process. 

• Chris mentioned handouts available on state line water monitoring and noted they are looking for more wells, 

particularly along the Washington side. 

o Amanda clarified that this was separate from the legislative funding. 

• A BAC member asked whether wells for this process would differ from those already enrolled in the USGS study or if the 

same participants could sign up again. 

o Chris explained that this effort will be an addition to the existing study. 

Developed water policy next steps 
• Jamie thanked members for their feedback on the earlier draft of the developed water policy presented at the August 

BAC meeting, noting that the policy aims to clarify how Ecology will move priority projects forward. A few tweaks were 

made based on comments received, including refocusing language on the Walla Walla Water 2050 Strategic Plan as the 

guiding priority and setting clearer guidelines for what projects qualify for the program. 

• Jamie shared that the final draft is moving into a broader 30–45 day public comment period, encouraging members to 

weigh in before adoption. After the comment period closes, the program manager will adopt and sign the policy. While 

the process is close to completion, there is still one final opportunity for input. 

o Amanda asked for clarification on what is meant by “developed water.” 

o Jamie explained that special legislation tied to the Office of Columbia River authorities allows water from 

Oregon partners to be protected and safeguarded through Washington waterways using the Trust program. 

This opportunity is unique to the Walla Walla area. 

• Jamie mentioned that another developed water project proposal may be coming forward soon, and emphasized that all 

project proposals will come before the BAC for review, including presentations, opportunities for comments, and input, 

and added that Ecology’s change application process also includes a public comment and protest period, providing an 

additional layer of review. 
• A BAC member asked we will know when public comment is open for distribution. 

o Jamie responded yes, she can email this group if they aren't already on email communication. 

• A BAC member stated they would like to see an explicit explanation of the baseline against which new or measurable 

water will be determined. They noted it is unclear what the baseline will be and flagged that as a concern. 

o Alexandra responded that the public comment period will be shared when it opens. 

BAC member and Tri-Sovereign check-ins 
• Amanda reminded BAC members about the Tri-Sovereigns check-ins. BAC members received an email with the option 

to sign up for meetings, which provide an opportunity to discuss priorities, opportunities, or concerns — including items 

they may not want to raise in the full group. This will be the third year of holding these conversations, which have been 

honest and helpful in the past. Two slots remain available, and the signup link is in the email. Members can reach out if 

they need the link or if they can’t make the scheduled time so alternate arrangements can be made. Meetings are 

scheduled for October 21 and 22, and possible topics include the 2050 process, member priorities, or future needs. 
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Working Group updates 

Implementation WG 
• Amanda provided an overview of the August Implementation Work Group Meeting. The group met in August with its 

most water-quality–focused meeting to date, covering topics such as pesticide stewardship, basin water quality 

monitoring, TMDL updates in Oregon, and an irrigation efficiency analysis. The meeting was well attended and 

informative, and notes and materials are available. 

PFO WG 
• Alexandra provided an update on the Policy, Funding, & Outreach (PFO) Working Group, which met on August 27. The 

group discussed Open House promotion, agenda, and speakers; outreach materials developed by the Watershed 

Council under OCR funding; and details from Charlotte on the availability and use of the OWRD Resource Trailer. They 

also reviewed strategies to keep the 2050 website current, engaging, and optimized for outreach. 

o An attendee noted the website could serve as both an event hub and a storytelling platform, highlighting 

timely pieces like fish migration through Mill Creek, success stories, and ongoing partner project updates to 

sustain public interest. 

o Alexandra added that a staff member from WWCCD has been working with others on developing a “Survive the 

Walla Walla” effort, similar to the Survive the Sound program. 

Upcoming and recent events  
• Nina Lottsfeldt, Washington Water Trust, announced that Washington Water Trust is hosting the Washington Fly Fishing 

Film Festival on Thursday, October 23. The event will include a raffle and auction, with activities centered around fishing. 

• Fraser Moore, Blue Mountain Land Trust, announced a volunteer workday at the confluence of the Umatilla River and 

Birch Creek, where volunteers will plant thousands of cottonwood cuttings. Last year, about 8,000 planted in one day; 

this year’s two-day event aims for 15,000–20,000 per day. Birch Creek provides roughly 50% of the steelhead in the 

Umatilla Basin, making it a critical restoration site. Current efforts cover about 120 acres, with additional phases planned. 

A recent project also protected approximately 980 acres (including 400 acres of floodplain) through a Bonneville Power 

Administration–funded agreement with the Tribes. 

• An attendee shared a comment that groundwater in the basin has been declining for decades. Walla Walla City now 

recharges its deep wells instead of drilling further. The watershed acts as both a reservoir and a floodway, contributing 

to downstream flooding and land changes. The key to addressing these issues is investing in the headwaters, where 

fragile soils and limited vegetation make water retention and flow management critical. 

Project and funding updates 
• Annie, WW County Conservation District, reported that the district was awarded Bureau of Reclamation funds for 

planning and design of the Gardena Ditch, with a goal of reaching 60% design. An RFP goes out tomorrow, an 

engineering firm should be secured by the next BAC meeting. 

• Steve Martin, Snake River Salmon Recovery Board shared that the federal government allocated funding to Washington 

and Oregon. For the five counties in SE WA, this includes $47M funds plus $800K for local riparian projects. Funding will 

be processed through counties, and the federal fiscal year is shifting to annual cycles. 

• Travis Trumbull, Walla Walla River Irrigation District spoke on state affairs, noting legislative debates around funding. 

Feedback was mixed, but overall positive that dollars were secured. 

• Linda Herbert, Blue Mountain Land Trust proposed creating a Speakers Bureau to support outreach. BAC members (or 

others) could present on WW2050 to civic and social groups. Will bring this forward for discussion at the next PFO 

meeting. 

• Taylor McCroskey, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife reported that approximately 350 spring Chinook redds were 

counted in the South Fork Walla Walla and 55 redds in Mill Creek (compared to just 5 last year), providing strong 

evidence that restoration efforts are working.  

• A BAC member asked if the Mill Creek redds were all bull trout. 

o Taylor responded that they were Chinook, with bull trout surveys scheduled for October. 

• Alexandra reminded the group to share the WWCCD agriculture drought survey, noting that both a QR code and paper 

copies are available. 

Agenda and field trip suggestions 
• No comments were mentioned.  
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Other updates? 
• No other updated were mentioned. 

Public Comment  
• A public commenter stated that beaver populations have declined due to past extermination, but their dams once 

played a critical role in supporting fish, especially during spring migration, by creating habitat and holding water. 

Reintroducing beavers at historic sites could help restore higher water tables, improve habitat, and support fish survival 

before they migrate to the ocean. There are successful examples from other regions that show the value of beaver 

reintroduction. 

Closing  
• Alexandra closed the meeting by sharing details about today’s Walla Walla River Irrigation District field trip, where 

participants can tour the WWRID, learn about what they grow, how they use water, and get questions answered. 

Appendix A. Attendees  
 

WWBAC Members & Alternates  
First Name     Last Name     Affiliation     

Agriculture  

Alli  Newhouse  Oregon Ag  

Annie     Byerley     Walla Walla County Conservation District    

Travis  Trumbull  Walla Walla River Irrigation District 

Mark Wagoner Gardena Farms Irrigation District 

Environment  

Judith     Johnson     Kooskooskie Commons     

Ralph     Perkins     Walla Walla Basin Watershed Council     

Steve  Martin Snake River Salmon Recovery Board  

Nina Lottsfeldt  Washington Water Trust  

Tara Patten Walla Walla Basin Watershed Council   

Recreation/Quality of Life  

Linda  Herbert  Blue Mountain Land Trust  

Jerry   Norquist  Community Member  

Economic Development  

Nick  Velluzzi  Walla Walla Community College   

Amy  Schwab  Port of Walla Walla  

Local Government  

Steven  Patten  City of Milton-Freewater  

Todd  Kimball  Walla Walla County  

Adam Klein City of Walla Walla 

Dan Dorran Umatilla County 

Jack  Miller Columbia County 

State Government  
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Mark Wachtel Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Taylor     McCroskey     Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Trea Nance OR Department of Environmental Quality  

Tribal Government  

Federal Government  

Cindy  Boen  US Army Corps of Engineers  

Graham  Shaw US Fish and Wildlife Service 

Tri-Sovereigns (Ex-Officio/Non-Voting Members)  

Brook  Beeler  Ecology  

Chris     Kowitz     Oregon Water Resources Department   

Melissa  Downes Ecology 

  

WWBAC Members (Primaries) Not in Attendance  
 

First Name     Last Name     Affiliation     

Tribal Government  

Jerimiah Bonifer CTUIR 

State Government 

Mike Kuttel, Jr. Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

 

Other Attendees  
 

First Name     Last Name     Affiliation     

Alexandra  Doty  Cascadia Consulting Group    

Alison                    Crowley  Walla Walla County Conservation District 

Amanda Cronin Fluent Freshwater Insights 

Bob Biles Community Member  

Carson Brock Cascadia Consulting Group    

Charlotte  Whitefield  Oregon Water Resources Department  

Chris Beard Ecology 

Dara Osborne City of Walla Walla 

David Ortman Unaffiliated  

Emily Beebe Ecology 

Faser Moore Blue Mountain Land Trust  

Griffin  Beach Elkhorn Media Group 

Jaime Short Ecology 

Janna Guzman Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife  

Jean Dolling Unaffiliated 

Matthew Bearden Oregon Department Environmental Quality  

Michelle McClellan Walla Walla Basin Watershed Council 

Mikahala Waters Alta Science and Engineering 

Patrick Cabbage Ecology 

Randal   Son   Mill Creek Watershed Landowner  
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Ross  Deardorff Oregon Water Resources Department 

Sarah Dymecki Ecology 

Shauna Yeh Oregon Water Resources Department 

Stan Hoffman Washington State Department of Health 

Stephanie  May  Ecology  

Stuart  Crane  Yakama Nation  

Teresa Kilmer Walla Walla River 

Tim Seymour Oregon Water Resources Department 

Tim     Poppleton     Ecology     

Tom Tebb Unaffiliated 

Troy Baker                                               CTUIR 

Unidentified User 15413710818 

 

 

 

 

 

 


